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  "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him." John 14:23 (NIV)
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  Dear Believer in Jesus,


  When you put your faith in Jesus the Messiah, you trusted Him to forgive your sin and give you eternal life. This is a priceless gift that no one can take away from you. Throughout our lives, we believers will rejoice in the amazing grace that God gives us through the death and resurrection of His Son.


  But your new life in Jesus is not just for going to heaven. You made a courageous step to leave your old life of sin and live for him today in this dark world. This is why God has given us two other amazing gifts – His Holy Word and His Holy Spirit. His word helps us learn what God wants, and His Holy Spirit gives us the power to live for Him. We become His lights, helping others to see. We ask: What must we do NOW to follow Jesus? He is our Lord, isn't He? We have new lives, don't we? So, how can we honor God with our lives today?


  


  If we are serious about living for Jesus we need to ask ourselves some difficult questions:


  
    	Do I know the teachings and commands of Jesus?


    	Am I willing to study them carefully? Am I following them each day?


    	Am I willing, with His help, to teach them to others?

  


  FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS OBEYING HIS COMMANDS


  Jesus said in Luke 6:46, "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?" (Luke 6:46)


  How can we, in the 21st Century, obey Jesus if we have not carefully studied His teachings? Here are three reasons, from Jesus' own words, why we should learn and obey His commands.


  1)  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me." (Matthew 28:18) Jesus said this after he had risen from the dead. When we obey Him, we can know that we are not following the words of man, but the words of God. Jesus said before He went to the cross "The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work." (John 14:10)


  2) "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him."  (John 14:23) Many in this world say with their lips that they love Jesus, but they don't obey Him. In this verse Jesus helps us see that if we truly love Him, obeying Him will naturally flow from our lives. He then explains that the result will be that we will have the honor and joy of fellowship with God!


  3) "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing." (John 15:5) How can we say we are remaining in Jesus if we don't remember and follow His teachings? "Remaining in Jesus" means we are not working independently, but submitting to His Spirit and His way. As we do, we are assured that good and abundant "fruit" will come from our lives.


  ABOUT THIS BOOK


  This book has 50 studies from the life and teachings of Jesus. It has been written to help you learn His way, or if you already know His way, to help you teach others. To use this book, you will need a New Testament. You may want to use these studies for private devotions. If possible, however, study with others. This book was especially designed for home fellowships. Group discussion and prayer is important to help us grow with other believers. All over the world communities of believers are studying the commands of Jesus. Each week they are seeing Jesus transform their own lives and the lives of others.


  Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. Matthew 7:24-25


  May God's kingdom grow through you as you follow Jesus and help others see the beauty of His ways.


  Bible Study Principles and Guidelines for Leaders


  Learning from God's Word, the Bible, is a great privilege! We must understand, however, the type of learning that God requires. If we study God's word like a history student who is learning facts in order to pass an exam, we will miss what God wants. His teaching is not for our heads but for our hearts. He wants us to obey what we learn.


  These studies on the life and teachings of Jesus the Messiah (the Christ) are designed to help you consider carefully His words and obey them. Here are three important ways to do that:


  OBSERVE THE STORY CLOSELY. – Some questions in each study will ask you to look closely at certain verses to see what really happened and what really was said. Set your opinion aside at this stage and think: "What does it actually say?"


  2) THINK ABOUT THE MEANING. – Every word of Jesus is important. Some of the questions will ask you to think about what Jesus was trying to teach us by His words or actions. We need to understand His meaning before we obey.


  3) APPLY IT TO YOUR LIFE – Toward the end of the study you will see questions that make you pause and think about how to put His words to practice in your life in a way that honors Him. Don't rush over these questions. Your world will change as you submit to His way.


  GROUP LEADERS – Here are some guidelines to make these studies meaningful to every group member:


  
    	As the group leader, study the passage and questions alone, before you meet with the group. You will be better prepared to help the group members if you yourself are acquainted with the study before- hand.


    	Begin your group study with prayer and faith that He will be with you to help you understand and obey His word.


    	The most important part of these studies is the Bible passage itself. As a group, make sure you read the assigned passage at least once.


    	Make sure group members look carefully at the verses before they give their answers. The studies are designed to discover what Jesus actually taught, not to guess about what we think he said.


    	Be sure to have the group answer each question, one by one. There are sometimes 3 or 4 questions under each item. Don't read the ques- tions all at once. Give an answer to each question before going on to the next.


    	These studies are made for group discussion, not for anyone to preach or teach the whole lesson. If the group is large, not everyone will be able to comment on every question because of limited time. However, try to give everyone in the group the opportunity to briefly share his thoughts on a few questions. Encourage all to participate and none to dominate the discussion.


    	If possible, sit in a circle so group members can see each other. This will feel more informal than a "classroom" style, with chairs in rows and a leader doing all the teaching up at the front. A circle will help the group members feel more free to participate in the discussion.


    	As much as possible, make sure that everyone has their own copy of the lesson and a Bible. Encourage group members to take the study home and do it again with their family or friends.

  


  Introductory Studies


  THE HEART OF A FOLLOWER OF JESUS


  He began to teach them... (Matthew 5:2)


  Jesus taught the people many things in the three years of his ministry. But what were the first things he taught them? What did he think we needed to know from the beginning?


  The very first words of Jesus' teachings in the New Testament are found in Matthew 5. He begins his teaching ministry by telling us who the truly happy people in the world are. He knew that all people seek happiness. But he also knew that humans usually seek happiness in the wrong ways. Our focus is often on the wrong things.


  The two studies in this section help us look at our own lives with honest hearts and ask: "Do I know the way to find true happiness? Do I really want it?"


  1. Discover The Way Of True Happiness


  Part 1


  Opening discussion:


  What types of people do we normally think are "blessed" or "happy" in this world? What type of people are usually envied?


  Read Matthew 5:1-12.


  1.  Look quickly at each verse (vs. 3-12). In every verse, what main word is repeated?


  2.  According to Jesus, who is "blessed" in verse 3?


  To be "poor in spirit" means to admit that we are spiritually poor people... in other words, not to be proud or arrogant, but to admit we need God in our lives.


  3.  Why is it so difficult for us to admit our spiritual poverty?


  Why does Jesus say the poor in spirit are blessed? (v. 3)


  4.  What will those who mourn receive? (v. 4) Do you think that the poor in spirit feel a need to mourn?


  Often we think that mourning happens only at funerals. But followers of Jesus who want to see God's kingdom come to this world will mourn over other things, too. For example, if we follow Jesus we will grieve over our sin because we see that it dishonors God and hurts other people. We will also grieve over the selfishness in the world.


  Do you mourn over your own sin? What in this country or around the world causes you to mourn?


  5.  Who will inherit the earth? (v. 5)


  To be "meek" means to be able to control yourself, so that you treat others with gentleness and humility. If we realize that we need God, how will that help us to become meek people?


  6.  How do you think meek people will inherit the earth when selfish, violent men often take control?


  Does this verse help meek people to be patient and trust that God will fulfill his promise in this verse?


  7.  Read verse 6 again.


  What does it mean to hunger and thirst for righteousness?


  Have you ever felt an intense "thirst" to know God and to be righteous before him? If so, have you ever told him of your desire?


  Do you believe that God will fulfill this desire?


  8.  What did Jesus promise in this verse to those who hunger and thirst for righteousness? (v. 6)


  9.  Read John 7:37-38.


  Again Jesus is talking about people who are thirsty. Jesus said that if we are thirsty we can come to him and drink. What does that mean to you?


  How did Jesus, in verse 38 and 39, explain the meaning of verse 37? (John 7:37-39)


  Have you begun to drink the living water that comes from Jesus? Can you tell the group about it?


  10.  Which of the verses that we have studied today especially touched your heart? Can you tell the group about it?


  Take time as a group to ask the Lord to plant these godly attitudes like a seed in your heart, so that you will become more like Jesus.


  2. Discover The Way Of True Happiness


  Part 2


  Opening Discussion:


  We looked at the first four special characteristics of Jesus' followers [for English speakers: they are called "Beattitudes"] in the last study. Can you repeat them by memory? These first 12 verses of Matthew 5 teach all followers of Jesus some of the proper attitudes we should have toward God and others. Do you believe these attitudes are what people around the world should have? Why or why not?


  Read Matthew 5:1-12.


  


  1.  How would you define mercy? (v. 7) Can you think of someone in the past who was merciful to you when you didn't deserve it?


  2.  If you are merciful, what will you receive? (v. 7) Why do you think that the way we treat others will affect the way God treats us?


  Read Matthew 18:21-35. What's the main message of this story?


  


  3.  Read Matthew 5:8. Who will see God?


  Have you ever thought what it would be like to see God?


  Why do you think only the pure in heart will see God?


  4.  Do you think you are one who will see God? Why or why not?


  5.  Read verse 9. If peacemakers are called "sons of God," what does that tell us about God Himself?


  6.  Is there a need in this world for peacemakers? How can we be peacemakers in our homes and in our society? Can you think of a particular situation in your life where you need to be a peacemaker?


  7.  Will people always accept our efforts to make peace in society?


  8.  These verses we have studied talk about righteous people...people whose attitudes are right before God. From memory, can you name the qualities given in verses 3-9?


  9.  Read verses 10-12 again. What does Jesus say may happen to those who are righteous before God? Why are some people hostile to God's people?


  10.  Jesus speaks directly to his followers in verse 11. What does he say will happen to them? Why should they rejoice?


  11.  Is it easy to be a follower of Jesus the Messiah? Jesus says such people are blessed, meaning fortunate or truly happy. Does this happiness come from material things or spiritual wealth?


  12.  Does the world get its happiness in the same way as a follower of Jesus the Messiah? Has this study challenged you to be different from the world? In what way?


  "Then they asked him,
'What must we do to do the works God requires?'

Jesus answered,
'The work of God is this:
to believe in the one he has sent'."
John 6:28-29


  REPENT AND BELIEVE


  After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" Mark 1:14,15


  Followers of Jesus know they are commanded to repent. But how do we repent? What does God want us to do? (Do we sometimes misunderstand what it means to repent?)


  And what does it mean to "believe the good news"?


  The words "repent" and "believe" are used throughout the New Testament. We begin our walk with Jesus through repentance and faith. And we continue our walk with God throughout our whole lives in an attitude of repentance and faith.


  The studies in this section help us better understand these concepts which are foundational for all disciples of Jesus.


  3. Don't Trust In Your Own Righteousness


  "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
(James 4:6)


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think God weighs our good deeds with our bad deeds on a scale, like fruit is weighed at a bazaar? Explain your thoughts to the group.


  Read Luke 18:9-14


  1.  To whom did Jesus speak this parable? (v. 9)


  2.  Two men went to the temple to pray. (v. 10) Before looking at the box below, can you tell who the Pharisees and the tax collectors were?


  


  Who were the Pharisees & the tax collectors in Jesus' day?


  The Pharisees were Jewish religious leaders. The people respected them but Jesus said they wore a religious mask. In truth their hearts were far from God. Jesus rebuked them because they were hypocrites, and he commanded his disciples not to become like them. The tax collectors were corrupt men who cheated the people. The Jews hated the tax collectors. In this parable, both of these men were praying in the temple.


  


  3.  The Pharisee in Jesus' parable was very confident when he prayed. What did he say to God? (vs. 11-12) In your opinion, why did the Pharisee think he needed to remind God of all his good deeds?


  4.  Do you detect any pride in the Pharisee's prayer about his own righteousness before God? (Look at v. 11 again.) Did the Pharisee ask forgiveness for any of his sins?


  5.  Read the tax collector's prayer again (v. 13). Did he remind God of his good deeds, like the Pharisee? What did he desperately ask God for?


  Did the tax collector put any confidence in his own righteousness before God?


  6.  According to Jesus, WHO went home justified (or made right) before God (v. 14)?


  The Bible teaches that all have sinned and fallen short of God's glory (Romans 3:23). We have no hope of being right with God if we trust in our good deeds, like the Pharisee. We are all unclean and need God's cleansing. But there is hope in Jesus Christ. He commanded that we repent and believe in him.


  7.  Many years after Jesus ascended to the Father, John the apostle explained the importance of confessing our sins and trusting in Jesus as the sacrifice for our sins.


  Read 1 John 1:8-2:2.


  Do these verses encourage you to be honest with God about your sins? Explain in your own words what these verses teach us.


  THINK ABOUT YOUR OWN LIFE.


  8.  Do you need to repent of sins that you have done?


  Are there things you are ashamed about?


  Jesus taught that sin is not just terrible criminal acts (like murder) or shameful social sins (like adultery). He taught that sin begins in the heart of every person. If we lust, we have committed adultery in our hearts. If we speak angry words, we have murdered people. If we hate and curse others, we are not like our Father in heaven who loves all people. Do you know that you need forgiveness from God for the wrong things you have done?


  9.  The New Testament teaches that God's mercy is a free gift to all who have faith in Jesus Christ because Jesus Christ died, like a lamb sacrifice, for the sins of the world. Like the tax collector, do you see your need for God's mercy? Be careful that you do not trust in your righteousness, like the Pharisee who deceived himself. Are you aware that honesty and confession of your sin before God are necessary to receive forgiveness?


  


  NOTE TO GROUP LEADER:


  Now gently lead the group in prayer to confess their sins to the Lord. Be sure to assure them that Jesus died that they might know God's forgiveness of their sins. Teach them to trust in Jesus as the one who took away their sins.


  4. Believe In Jesus' Death For Your Sin


  Part 1


  Introduction: The purpose of this series is to learn about the teachings of Jesus and his commandments for all who follow him. Jesus taught his followers to believe in him. Why? Today and in the next study, we will read about his death which happened approximately 2,000 years ago. Millions believe he is the Savior of the world. We must understand the purpose of his death in order to believe in Him. The New Testament teaches that He obeyed His Father and came to the earth to die as a sacrifice for our sins.


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever made a promise to God or to yourself that you will never do a certain thing, and then you found yourself doing that same thing? What should we do when we see that we are weak?


  Read Mark 14:27-31.


  1.  In verse 27, what did Jesus say would happen at his death?


  Then, in verse 28, he predicted an amazing thing that would happen after his death. What did He predict?


  2.  In verse 29 Peter said he would not fall away. What was Jesus' answer to Peter? (v. 30)


  Peter thought he was strong enough to go to death with Jesus (v. 31). If you were Peter at that moment, would you be offended if Jesus told you that you were going to deny Him?


  Read Mark 14:32-42.


  3.  When Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him to pray, what did he tell them about his inner feelings? (vs. 33-34)


  4.  The disciples slept through Jesus' time of deep sadness and prayer. Why was it important to Jesus that they "watch and pray" (vs. 37-38)


  5.  Jesus went back to pray, and then returned again to see his disciples sleeping. On the third time, what did he say to his disciples? (vs. 41-42)


  When dark times come upon us, we often find our spirit is willing to pray, but our flesh is weak. How can we find strength from God to pray so that we do not fall into temptation?


  Read Mark 14:43-65.


  6.  How did Judas betray Jesus? (vs. 44-46) What happened when Jesus was arrested? (v. 50)


  Jesus had told his disciples that one of them would betray him (Mark 14:18-21) and that all the disciples would fall away. Nevertheless, what do you think Jesus felt when these things began to happen?


  7.  The Jewish religious leaders were jealous of Jesus. They didn't like his teachings that revealed their hypocrisy. What type of people did they bring in to testify against Jesus? (vs. 55-59)


  8.  What question did the high priest ask Jesus? (v. 61) What was Jesus' answer? (v. 62)


  After Jesus gave that answer, what did they say? What did they decide? (vs. 63,64)


  Read Mark 14:66-72.


  9.  Peter's denial of Jesus became much stronger on the third time. How? (v. 71) When Peter remembered that Jesus had predicted his denial, what did he do?


  Surely Peter also remembered what Jesus had said to people who followed him. He said, "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven, but whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven." (Matthew 10:32-33).


  How can we grow in our faith so that we are not ashamed of following Jesus?


  The next time we gather, we will finish looking at the death of Jesus.


  Pray for each other, that you may grow in your faith and not be ashamed of following Jesus the Messiah.


  5. Believe In Jesus' Death For Your Sin


  Part 2


  Opening Discussion:


  In the first part of this study on our Lord's death, we looked at some of the things that happened on the night Jesus was arrested. Do you remember what the disciples did when Jesus asked them to "watch and pray" with Him? What did Judas do? What did Peter do?


  Now let's look at the rest of the story.


  Read Mark 15:1-15.


  1.  What did Pilate do every Passover? (v. 6)


  2.  Who was Barabbas? (v. 7) Who incited the crowd to ask that Barabbas be released at this Passover? (v. 11)


  3.  For what reason did the chief priests deliver Jesus over to Pilate? (vs. 9-10)


  4.  When Pilate asked what he should do with Jesus, what did the crowd shout? (vs. 13-15)


  Read Mark 15:16-20.


  5.  Describe how the soldiers mocked and beat Jesus. (vs. 16-20)


  Read Mark 15:21-32.


  6.  Where did they take Jesus to be crucified? (v. 22) What did the soldiers give Jesus to drink? (v. 23) Why do you think that Jesus would not drink it?


  7.  Who was Jesus crucified with? (v. 27)


  8.  How did the crowd around Jesus mock Him? (vs. 29-32)


  


  Let's look at how they misunderstood what Jesus had said and why He really went to the cross:


  a) They quoted His saying that he would tear down the temple and raise it up in 3 days. Turn to John 2:18-22 to see what Jesus meant by it.


  b) They mocked him by saying that he had saved others but he could not save himself. Read the following verses to see why he did not save himself from the cross.


  Matthew 20:17-19: What did Jesus prophesy would happen to Him?


  Mark 10:44-45: What did Jesus tell His disciples He came to do?


  John 10:14-18: What did Jesus say He had the power to do? (v. 17-18)


  John 12:23-33: Jesus, predicting His death in verse 23 and 24, explains that His heart is troubled. But He prays an unusual prayer in verse 27 and 28. What does He ask from the Father?


  


  Read Mark 15:33-41.


  9.  When Jesus died, what happened in the Jewish temple nearby in Jerusalem? (vs. 37-38)


  


  It is important to know Jewish culture and history to understand what happened here. The Jewish temple was where the priests sacrificed animals for the people's sins. Once a year the high priest would take the blood of a lamb into a certain room of the temple – the Holy of Holies-- to offer that sacrifice to God for the sins of the people. No one else could enter that room where the Holy Presence of God was. The priest passed into that room through a huge, thick curtain. The curtain represented separation from God. Now on the cross, Jesus, the lamb of God, gave His life as a sacrifice for our sins. At the moment He died, the curtain, as with powerful invisible hands, was split in two, from top to bottom. It was as if God opened the curtain to show people that they are now reconciled to God through the sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah. Through repentance and faith in Jesus the Messiah, we may have confidence that our sins are forgiven and we are washed clean.


  


  Read Mark 15:42-47.


  10.  What was done with Jesus' body?


  But this is not the end of the story. The next study will look at the amazing events that happened after Jesus' death and burial.


  How has this story of the crucifixion of Jesus the Messiah affected you? Share with the group your thoughts and your emotions. How does this story affect your faith in the love of God for you?


  Thank God together for His great love and the sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah for our sins.


  6. Believe In Jesus' Resurrection And Receive Eternal Life


  Opening Discussion:


  In our last two studies we looked at Jesus' death on the cross for our sins. What do you remember about Jesus' death? Try to recall as many details as you can.


  It is now the third day since Jesus died—Sunday morning, very early. Let's read about the amazing events that happened.


  Read John 20:1-18.


  1.  What surprised and upset Mary Magdalene when she arrived at the tomb? (Look at vs. 1-2.) Who did she immediately go to tell?


  2.  Read verses 3-9 again. What did Peter and John (the "disciple Jesus loved") do? Describe their actions.


  According to verse 8, when John saw the empty tomb, what was his response? At this time, did either Peter or John fully understand what had happened?


  3.  Read verses 10-13. What did Mary see this time when she looked into the tomb?


  


  Try to imagine the grief that Mary is feeling. She believed that Jesus was the Messiah. She loved and served Him. She watched Him die a terrible death. Now she has come to the place of his burial and even His body is gone!


  


  4.  Now read verses 14-18. Who came and stood next to Mary? When did she recognize who it was? How do you think she felt now?


  Imagine how Mary's grief must have turned to joy and amazement. The impossible has happened!


  5.  Several times during His ministry Jesus raised others from the dead. When His close friend Lazarus died, Jesus spoke this to his grieving sisters: "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die." (John 11:25-26) According to these verses, what does Jesus' resurrection mean for you and me?


  6.  Read verses 19-20. Who else did Jesus appear to on the day of His resurrection? How did He prove to them that He was Jesus who had been crucified? How did the disciples respond? Can you imagine how excited they must have been?


  7.  Now read verses 24-29. What did Thomas say when the disciples told him they had seen the Lord (v. 25)?


  How did Thomas respond when Jesus showed Himself to him? (v. 28) Who does Jesus say is blessed in verse 29?


  8.  How can we know that Jesus really rose from the dead? Did He appear to others? Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-7. Name the people that the writer (Paul) says Jesus appeared to after His resurrection.


  Read also Acts 1:1-3. How many days after His resurrection was Jesus on earth before He returned to heaven? During this time, what did He show to his disciples? (v. 3)


  9.  Do you think the disciples were convinced that Jesus truly was alive? Historians believe that ten of Jesus' twelve disciples were killed for their faith in Jesus. Would they have died for something that they thought might be a lie?


  10.  Now turn back to John 20 and read verses 30-31. (John 20:30-31) Why did John write about Jesus' life on earth? What does He want us to have? (v. 31)


  What do you believe? Do you believe that Jesus came into the world and died as God's sacrifice for your sin? Do you believe that He rose again from the dead and conquered the power of death? If so, tell Him now. Think about how wonderful it is that you never need to fear death again!


  Read John 11:25-26 again. Thank and praise Jesus for His indescribable gift of eternal life.


  7. Understand Why Messiah Had To Die And Believe In Him


  Opening Discussion:


  Can you tell about a dark time in your life when you could not find any hope? What kept you from going into total despair?


  This story takes place on the same day that Jesus rose from the dead.


  Read Luke 24:13-53.


  1.  Read verses 13-16 again. As the disciples were walking and talking, who came up and walked with them? Did they know who it was?


  2.  Read verses 17-24. What were the two disciples discussing?


  Read Jesus' response to them in verses 25-26. Jesus is surprised that they don't understand why He had to die. How did He then explain this to them in verse 27?


  3.  What title did Jesus use for Himself in verse 26?


  


  WHAT DID THE WORD "MESSIAH" MEAN TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE


  The Jewish prophets had prophesied for hundreds of years before Jesus came that the "Messiah" would come. The prophesies spoke of someone whom God would send who would be their Savior. They usually thought that this meant that a warrior would come. He would save the Jewish people from their oppressors. Now Jesus was helping them to understand that He was the Messiah. But their greatest enemy was not the Romans who ruled them. It was sin which kept them in bondage. They needed the Messiah to take their sin away.


  When Jesus explained that the Messiah had to die, these words helped the disciples to understand that Jesus' death was not a hopeless tragedy. God was in control and he used the plans of evil men to fulfill His purposes. God had told the prophets hundreds of years before that the Messiah would die as a savior. Jesus Himself had told the disciples several times that He would be crucified and rise again, but their minds were darkened and they could not understand.


  


  4.  Isaiah was an important prophet who lived about 600 years before Jesus. Read Isaiah 52:12-15 and 53:1-12. Notice how many things Isaiah prophesied that were fulfilled in Jesus death, resurrection, and exaltation.


  5.  Turn back to Luke 24 and read verses 28-35 again. (Luke 24:28-35) When did they recognize who Jesus was? (v. 31) How had His talk with them on the road affected them? (v. 32)


  6.  What did they do immediately? When they arrived back in Jerusalem, what news had the disciples already heard? (v. 34) Imagine how their darkest day is now turning into the most glorious day ever!


  7.  What happened in verse 36? Why were the disciples frightened? (v. 37)


  The disciples had been mourning the death of Jesus and now he is standing before them. What do you think your response would have been if you had been one of the disciples?


  8.  Jesus had to convince them that he was not a ghost. How did he do that? (vs. 38-42)


  


  The disciples were not only afraid, they were also confused. Jesus had died, but now he was alive. Surely they were wondering why this terrible thing had happened.


  


  9.  After He tried to convince them that He was not a ghost, what did Jesus explain to his disciples of the reason why he had to die? vs. 44-47)


  


  Notice that as He did for the two disciples on the road, Jesus again explains how His death and resurrection fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament. His suffering for our sin was God's plan from the beginning of time.


  


  10.  What did Jesus say was to be preached to all nations? (v. 47) In whose name (authority) was it to be preached?


  11.  Notice that Jesus says that his sacrifice of death was for the forgiveness of all people, not just for the Jewish people. (See again v. 47)


  Do you believe that Jesus died and rose again for you also? Do you believe that your sins are forgiven when you turn from your old way of life? When you trust in Jesus to wash away the past do you believe He gives you a new life in Him?


  12.  At the end of the chapter, what happened to Jesus? (v. 51) What did the disciples do when they saw him going into heaven? (v. 52)


  13.  Turn to Philippians 2 and read verses 9-11. (Philippians 2:9-11)  Where is Jesus now? These verses tell us that everyone will eventually bow and worship Him. Will you bow and worship Jesus now as your Savior and Lord?


  If you have not done so before, tell Jesus now that you are trusting in Him to take away your sin and give you new life. Thank Him for His wonderful gift of love for you!


  8. Be Born Of God's Spirit


  Opening Discussion:


  Of all the things we do in our lifetime, what do you think are the most important things?


  Read John 3:1-21


  1.  Who was Nicodemus? (v. 1) He came at night to talk with Jesus (v. 2) and it seems he came alone. Could there be a reason for this?


  2.  What did Nicodemus say to Jesus? (v. 2)


  What was Jesus' response? (v. 3)


  3.  Nicodemus was confused by Jesus' statement that a man must be born twice.


  Read verses 4-8 again carefully.


  In your own words, tell how Jesus explains this idea to Nicodemus?


  4.  Nicodemus was still amazed at this new thought. (v. 9)


  How does Jesus respond to his confusion? (v. 10)


  Jesus then calls the new birth an "earthly thing" (v. 12)


  Why would a spiritual birth be called an earthly thing?


  5.  Read verses 13-15 again. Do you know the story of Moses lifting up the snake in the desert? (You can read this story in Numbers 21:4-9.)


  Jesus compares something to Moses lifting up the snake. What comparison does Jesus make?


  6.  Verses 16 and 17 in a few words clearly explain the message of the Bible. In your own words, what are these verses saying?


  Now let's look at these verses part by part:


  
    	What motivated God to send the Son into the world?


    	God sent the Son for a purpose. What was that purpose?


    	Who can obtain eternal life from the Son?


    	What was NOT the reason that God sent His Son into the world?

  


  Read again verses 18-21.


  7.  What do you think "light" means in verses 19-21?


  Think about your own life. How have you hidden from God's light?


  


  Verse 19 says that "light has come into the world." Many people run from the light of Christ. They refuse to allow His Spirit to cleanse them and give them new life. But they don't know that they are actually running from God's love. If they will stop running away from Him and turn and come to Christ, then they will be born again, as Jesus explained to Nicodemus. This is called repentance and faith. In other words, they will discover a brand new life that comes from the Holy Spirit. They will find forgiveness and mercy.


  


  Read John 12:44-50.


  8.  Why did Jesus come into the world? (v. 46)


  When we believe in Jesus Christ, what does that mean? (vs. 44-45)


  Who commanded Christ to speak these things? (vs. 49-50).


  9.  Jesus explains in this study that we must be born again if we are to see God's kingdom. God in His great love is commanding all people to turn from their sins and trust in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of their sins. Then they will experience the Holy Spirit coming into their lives and giving them a new birth.


  Have you experienced that new birth that happens when God's Holy Spirit comes to live within you? Are you ready now?


  9. Receive The Word In A Good And Noble Heart


  The Parable Of The Sower And The Seed


  Opening Discussion:


  Why do you think God is invisible? Why doesn't He reveal Himself and His truths openly to all the world?


  Read Matthew 13:1-17


  1.  Jesus got into a boat to teach. Why? (See v. 2)


  2.  Look again at verses 4-9. The farmer is sowing seed. Name the 4 places where the seeds fell. What happened to the seeds in each type of soil?


  3.  What do you think Jesus was trying to teach in this story?


  4.  Study verses 13-15. Why did Jesus speak to the people in parables?


  5.  If people really used their eyes and ears, and if they tried to understand the things of God, what would happen? (See v. 15)


  Now, read Jesus' explanation of the parable: Matthew 13:18-23.


  6.  What does the seed represent in this story? (See v. 19)


  Jesus uses the illustration of birds eating seed along the path to draw a picture of Satan carrying spiritual truths away from our hearts. When we hear God's word, what must we have to prevent Satan from stealing it away from us? Why is this important?


  7.  The hot sun scorched the little plant in verse 6. What does the sun represent? (See v. 21) Why did the plant wither?


  How deep is your root in Christ?


  What can you do to push your roots deeper?


  8.  What did the thorns do in this story? (v. 7) What do the thorns represent? (v. 22)


  9.  Jesus said that worry crowds out the message. How?


  Do you have worries that keep you from trusting God? How can you defeat them, so they don't crowd out your faith? (See Philippians 4:6-7.)


  10.  Jesus says in verse 22 that wealth is deceitful. How does wealth "lie" to us? Do only the rich listen to those lies? Are you listening to those lies?


  11.  What is "good soil?" (v. 23) This parable is also found in Mark 4 and Luke 8. Perhaps Jesus told this parable many times in his travels. Mark and Luke record other important ingredients of "good soil." What are they? (Read Mark 4:20 and Luke 8:15.) Do you desire to grow in these qualities?


  12.  What does it mean to "produce a crop" for Jesus? Many claim to be followers of Jesus, but their lives don't show it. Is our faith genuine if we never produce good fruit for Christ?


  13.  If you had to pick one soil that represents you which would you pick? Why? What keeps your faith from growing? What can you do about it? Take some time to pray about this now.


  10. Repent And Make Restitution


  Opening Discussion:


  Think back to when you first heard about Jesus the Messiah. What did you find most attractive about Him?


  Read Luke 19:1-10.


  1.  What do we learn about Zacchaeus before he met Jesus from verses 2-4? 


  2.  Verse 3 tells us that Zacchaeus was eager to see Jesus. Probably he had heard about the great man who did miracles and taught wonderful truth. Have you ever met someone who has learned some things about Jesus and is eager to know more? How can you help them to learn more about Him?


  3.  Do you think Zacchaeus was expecting Jesus to want to come to his home? Why or why not?


  


  Note: Tax collectors were Jews who worked for the Romans who controlled the Jewish nation. The Jews called them "sinners" because they became wealthy by taking more taxes than Rome required. They kept the extra for themselves. In general, they were hated by other Jews.


  


  4.  How did Jesus risk His reputation when He entered Zacchaeus' home?


  What did the people say when Jesus entered the home? (v. 7)


  5.  Gossip is a powerful force that Satan uses in society to put fear in our hearts. Did the people's gossip prevent Jesus from going into Zacchaeus' home?


  Did Jesus fear what people said or thought? Do you let gossip hinder you from helping a needy person?


  6.  The Jewish people saw Jesus as a holy teacher. They thought He wouldn't go into a "sinner's" home. What wrong concept about God and his concern for sinners did they have? (See what the Apostle Paul said about this in 1 Timothy 1:15.)


  7.  Zacchaeus was seeking Jesus, but he discovered that Jesus was also seeking him. When you share about Jesus Christ with others, does it help you to know that Jesus is still seeking people?


  How can you become more like Christ in seeking all lost people— even the ones society looks down on?


  8.  Now read what Zacchaeus says in verse 8. How did he show that he had truly turned away from his sin and wanted to live a new life?


  What was more important to him—his money, or having a right relationship with God?


  


  Note: In the Old Testament, there was a law that said if a man had stolen from another man or taken money from him in an unrighteous way (by extortion, by lying, etc.), he must repay what he took in full and add an extra twenty percent to it. This is called restitution.


  


  9.  Why do you think God gave this law? What would happen in society if people made restitution for sins they have done?


  How can restitution help to restore the sinner? Do you think that it might also restore the broken relationship with the person sinned against? How?


  How do you think the people felt who received money back from Zacchaeus?


  10.  Read verses 9-10 again. What did Jesus say? How did salvation come to Zacchaeus' house?


  11.  Sometimes we think repentance is only between the sinner and God. But this story shows that repentance is also between the sinner and the people he has hurt by his sin. If we have true sorrow for our sin, we will want to do everything we can to make it right.


  Have you hurt anyone by your past sins? Have you wrongly taken money or something else from someone? Have you destroyed something that you need to pay for? If so, how can you show them that you have truly repented of your sin? Ask God to show you what you need to do to make restitution.


  11. Honor The Son Just As You Honor The Father


  What Did Jesus Say About Himself?
What Did Others Say About Him? Part 1


  Opening Discussion:


  Are you confident that your faith in Jesus is the right way? If someone asks you why you believe in Jesus the Messiah, what will you tell them?


  Read John 5:1-15.


  1.  Describe the wonderful miracle that Jesus performed in verses 1-9.


  Were the Jewish leaders glad that the man had been healed? What were they upset about? (Read also v. 16.)


  Now read verses 16-30.


  2.  Look again at verses 17 & 18. Why were the Jewish leaders trying to kill Jesus?


  3.  Read again verses 19-23. According to Jesus, where did He get His ability (authority) to do the miracles that He did? (v. 19)


  4.  What two things does Jesus do that the Father has given him to do? (v. 21 & 22) Why has the Father given Jesus these things to do? (v. 23)


  5.  Do you honor God your heavenly Father? Do you believe He wants you to also honor His Son, Jesus? Can we truly honor God if we don't honor Jesus? (v. 23)


  


  God does not condemn our honest questions and doubts about who Jesus is. That is why Jesus talked about these things to his disciples. He even tried to help the unbelieving, hypocritical Pharisees to believe in Him. The rest of this study will help us to understand why we can trust in Jesus in the same way we trust in God the Father.


  


  6.  Read verses 24-30. What will happen to those who hear Jesus' words and believe the One who sent Him? (vs. 24-26)


  In verses 26-27 Jesus repeats the two things the Father has given Him. What are they?


  So far, we see three things that Jesus is saying about Himself to the unbelieving Jews: 1) God is His Father, that is, He is equal with God; 2) He has life in Himself and gives it to those who believe in Him; and 3) He has been given authority to judge all people.


  Jesus now begins to speak of other testimonies about who He is.


  Read verses 31-35.


  7.  Most of the Jews believed John the Baptist was a mighty prophet. He led many of the Jewish people back to God by his powerful preaching. What does Jesus say about John's testimony? (v. 33)


  8.  Let's look at John's testimony about Jesus. Turn to John 1 and read verses 29-34. (John 1:29-34) What did John call Jesus in v. 29?


  Jesus was born after John. What is John saying in verse 30?


  9.  Read verses 32-34. What did God tell John about Jesus? (v. 33) What is John's final testimony about Jesus? (v. 34)


  10.  Now that you have studied these two passages about who Jesus is, what do you say about Him? If you have honest questions about who Jesus is, tell them to God. Ask Him to help you to know the truth.


  Next time we will study the second part of John 5. Here we will see more testimonies about Jesus.


  12. Honor The Son Just As You Honor The Father


  What Did Jesus Say About Himself?
What Did Others Say About Him?Part 2


   Opening Discussion:


  In Part 1 of this study we read John 5:1-35 and John 1:29-34. Read these two passages again. In John 5, what did Jesus say to the people about who He was? In John 1, what did John the Baptist say about Jesus?


  Read John 5:36-47.


  1.  Verses 36-40 speak of three other testimonies of who Jesus is. Read these verses. According to verse 36, what is the testimony that is greater than John's?


  2.  Name some of the miraculous works that Jesus did that you have read about in the New Testament. How did these works show that He was the Son of God?


  Think about it: People might say that John was ignorant or crazy to say that Jesus was the Son of God. But how could they ignore these amazing miracles that were obviously a sign from God?


  3.  What are the other two testimonies of who Jesus is? (See v. 37 and v. 39. Also look at Matthew 3:16-17)


  


  Note: Many Old Testament stories and prophecies refer to Jesus. That is why the writers of the New Testament often say words like, "As the prophet said..." Jesus is saying that He fulfills those prophecies. The Jews say that they believe the Scriptures, but what do they refuse to do? (v. 40)


  


  4.  Read verses 41-47. What were some things that were hindering the Jews from believing in Jesus? (v. 42 & v. 44)


  What is more important to you—the praise of other people, or the praise of God?


  5.  Take some time to think back over the various testimonies about Jesus:


  
    	Jesus own words about Himself (Read John 5:17, 19-23)


    	John the Baptist's words (Read John 1:29 & 34)


    	Jesus' miraculous works (Read John 5:36)


    	God the Father (Read John 5:37 and Matthew 3:16-17)


    	The Scripture; Old Testament prophecies (Read John 5:39)

  


  How has this study helped you to see who Jesus really is?


  6.  What do you believe about Jesus? Do you believe He is the Son of God who came into the world to give His life as a sacrifice for our sin? Pray and ask Him today to help you overcome your doubts. Tell Him you want to honor both the Father and the Son with your life.


  Below are some other Scriptures where Jesus speaks about Himself. Take time to read and think about them on your own or as a group. Consider what they tell us about Jesus the Messiah. And remember, He calls us to BELIEVE in Him. This is not an intellectual belief, but it means that we surrender our whole lives to Him as our Savior and Lord. It would be good to memorize some of these passages.


  John 6:48-51


  John 7:37-39


  John 8:12


  John 8:48-59


  John 10:37-38


  John 11:25-26


  John 14:6-10


  "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire." John the Baptist, Matthew 3:11


  BE BAPTIZED WITH WATER AND THE HOLY SPIRIT


  And Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38


  Every year around the world millions of new followers of Jesus the Messiah are baptized. Jesus commanded all who believe to enter the waters of baptism.


  But why? What does baptism in water mean?


  This section has several studies on water baptism and several studies on a more amazing baptism: the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is very important for believers to understand what has happened to them as they believe in Jesus.


  The New Testament explains these things to believers so that they not be ignorant. Jesus wants you to understand the powerful new life he is bringing you into. You will never be the same!


  13. Be Baptized In Water And Live A New Life!


  Part 1: John's Baptism Of Repentance


  Opening Discussion:


  Jesus commanded all of His disciples around the world to be baptized. Have you ever seen a baptism? If so, tell the group your thoughts about it.


  Introduction: Baptism is a very important part of the life of the Church. It is the way in which a new believer in Jesus shows to witnesses that he is leaving his past life of sin and beginning a new life in Jesus. When we first read about baptism in the New Testament, John the Baptist is baptizing people who repent of (turn from) their sin. After Jesus' death and resurrection, those who put their faith in Him were baptized in the name of the Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit. Part I of this study looks at John's baptism. Part II will look at baptism as commanded by Jesus and described by the Apostle Paul. Together, these studies will help you understand the symbolism and importance of this spiritual act.


  Read Luke 3:1-20.


  1.  Verse 4 says that John the Baptist prepared the way for the coming of Jesus. How did he do that? (See v. 3.) What does "a baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins" mean to you?


  2.  In Mark 1:4-5, it says that the crowds who were going to John were confessing their sins as they were baptized. Most people don't want to confess their sins but to hide them, like Adam and Eve did. Why do you think confession of our sins is important?


  3.  Did John preach soft words or hard words to the people of Israel? What did he call the people? (Read v. 7 again.) What did he say was coming? (v. 7)


  Do you think most people in the world are aware that God's wrath is coming?


  In your opinion, what things in this world should God be angry about?


  4.  The people of Israel were descendants of Abraham, and they were proud of this fact. They thought that being Jews would make them right with God. What did John say to them about this? (Read v. 8 again.) According to John, did their nationality make them special in God's eyes?


  Does our nationality or what religion we were born into make us right with God? Explain your thoughts.


  5.  John talked about trees that did not produce good fruit. What will happen to those trees? (See v. 9.)


  6.  Read verses 10-14 again. What advice did John give to those who asked what they should do to produce good fruit? What would happen in today's society if people produced the good fruit that John spoke of in these verses?


  7.  Read verse 15 again. The people thought that John might be the Messiah. The Messiah was the Savior that the Jewish people were waiting for. God had promised through the prophets that he would come.


  Read again verse 16. John said that someone more powerful than himself would come. He would have a different kind of baptism. Who was he speaking of? What kind of baptism would this person come with? Do you know who John was talking about? (In another study, we will look more deeply into this baptism in the Holy Spirit.)


  8.  Read verses 17-18 again. What do you think is the "wheat" John is talking about? What is the "chaff"? How does verse 17 give a picture of judgment?


  Look at verse 18. In what way were John's words "good news"?


  9.  Now turn back to Mark 1, and read verses 4-5 again. (Mark 1:4-5) Large crowds of people were going out to hear the good news that John preached, and many were being baptized. This baptism was a public sign of repentance and faith in God's forgiveness, and it marked the beginning of a new way of life.


  But John's baptism was only the beginning. About this same time, Jesus began his three years of ministry that ended in His death, resurrection, and return to heaven. After these events, baptism was no longer only a sign of repentance. It also became a sign of faith in Jesus' sacrifice for our sin. Part II of this study will look more at this.


  Have you been baptized? If not, are you ready to take this important step of obedience to Jesus? Set aside some time to pray about this between now and the time you study Part II.


  14. Be Baptized In Water And Live A New Life!


  Part 2: Be Baptized In Jesus' Name


  Opening Discussion:


  What do you remember about John the Baptist from Part I of this study? How did he prepare the way for the coming Messiah?


  In this study, we will look at why we need to be baptized, and what it means.


  WHY DO I NEED TO BE BAPTIZED?


  Those who put their faith in Jesus need to be baptized because Jesus commanded it.


  Read Matthew 28:18-20.


  1.  This is the last thing that Jesus told His disciples before He returned to heaven.


  Read verses 19-20 again. What did Jesus tell His disciples they were to do after He was gone? As they made disciples, what were they to do with them? (See v. 19 first, then v. 20.)


  In whose name were the new believers to be baptized?


  Read Acts 2:37-41.


  2.  On the Day of Pentecost—an important Jewish feast day—Peter preached about Jesus to a large crowd. What did Peter tell the crowd they needed to do? (See v. 38.) How many obeyed and were added to the Church that day?


  Some people think that they need to be a believer for a long time and be very strong in their faith before they are ready to be baptized. In this passage in Acts, how soon after they believed were people baptized?


  


  Baptism is not a sign that we have reached maturity or that we are perfect and will never sin again. Rather, it is a sign that we are BEGINNING to live a new life. We are saying before witnesses, "This day, I have decided that I will stop living for myself. I am putting my faith in Jesus to forgive my sin. He is my Lord and Savior. From this day forward, I will honor and obey Him." Baptism is the outward sign that we have entered into a new relationship with God through Jesus.


  


  WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?


  Read Romans 6:1-14.


  3.  The Apostle Paul is writing to the believers in Rome. He wants them to understand what happened when they were baptized.


  Read verses 3-4 again and study them carefully. How is our baptism a picture of our union with Jesus in His death and resurrection?


  4.  When we go down into the water, what does it symbolize? When we come up out of the water, what does it symbolize?


  Baptism is an outward picture of something that is happening inside of us in our spirit by the work of the Spirit of God.


  5.  Read verses 5-7. What two ways are we united with Christ when we are baptized? (v. 5)


  6.  According to verse 6, what is it that is crucified with Christ? How does this set us free to live a new life?


  7.  Read verses 8-11. What wonderful news does Paul give to those who want to be free from their sin? What does it mean that we are "alive to God in Christ Jesus"?


  8.  Does this mean that once we are baptized and have identified with Christ we will never be tempted to sin again? Read verses 11-14.


  


  Notice that it does not say that we will never struggle with sin again. We must daily choose NOT to offer ourselves to sin, but instead to offer ourselves to God. But the power of sin has been broken and the Holy Spirit will help us. (To learn more about this, you can read the rest of chapter 6 of Romans, as well as chapters 7 and 8)


  


  Read Ephesians 4:4-6.


  9.  How does baptism unite us with all followers of Jesus all over the world?


  Still today, all over the world new Christians show their faith and love for Jesus Christ by obeying His command to be baptized. They show that they are trusting completely in the sacrifice of Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins and they enter fellowship with all followers of Jesus Christ.


  10.  Have you obeyed the Lord's command to be baptized in water? Do you see from this study that baptism symbolizes the beginning of your new life in Christ? It will be an event that you can remember all throughout your life as the time when you publicly declared that you belong to Him.


  If you have not been baptized, discuss it with your fellowship leaders or other older believers. They can answer your questions and plan a time for you to be baptized. Pray that the Lord would prepare your heart for this important event.


  For Extra Study:


  Throughout the book of Acts we read of Jesus' disciples baptizing those who put their trust in Him. Here are some passages that you can read now or later on your own:


  Acts 8:12


  Acts 8:26-38


  Acts 9:17-19


  Acts 10:44-48


  Acts 16:14-15


  Acts 16:22-34


  Acts 18:7-8


  Acts 19:4-7


   15. Be Filled With The Holy Spirit


  Part 1: Walk In God's Power


  Opening Discussion:


  Most people think God is very far away from man. Before you trusted in Jesus the Messiah to be your Savior, did you feel God was close to you or far away? Describe what your idea of God was.


  The following story took place after Jesus rose from the dead. Take time as a group to read and enjoy this story from the book of Acts.


  Read Acts 1:1-14; and Chapter 2 (entire chapter)


  1.  How many days did Jesus show himself after his resurrection? (v. 3)


  What did Jesus talk about during His times with them? (v. 3)


  2.  Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem for something. What was it? (vs. 4-5)


  Why do you think the Father gives the valuable gift of the Holy Spirit to those who trust in Him?


  3.  What will the disciples receive when the Holy Spirit comes? (v. 8)


  Jesus tells them they will be his witnesses. Where will they go to tell others about Jesus? (v. 8)


  4.  What did the disciples do while they waited for the Holy Spirit? (v. 14)


  Acts 2


  5.  When the Holy Spirit came, what did the disciples hear? (v. 2) What did they see? (v. 3) Does that remind you of anything that John the Baptist had said about the baptism of the Holy Spirit? (See Luke 3:15-16)


  6.  On what day did this happen? (v. 1) Who was in Jerusalem at the time? (v. 5)


  Pentecost was a Jewish Holiday. Jews from many nations came to Jerusalem to celebrate and offer sacrifices for God's blessings.


  7.  When the disciples spoke in "other tongues," what languages were they speaking in? (vs. 6-11) As they spoke, what were they talking about? (v. 11)


  How would you feel if you went to another country and heard Africans, for example, giving thanks and praise to God for his love in your own language?!


  Did everyone in the crowd take seriously what happened? (v. 13)


  8.  What did Peter say to those who did not believe? (vs. 14-16)


  9.  Read v. 17-18. The prophet Joel lived hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth.


  When the Holy Spirit comes, God's supernatural gifts are given and many secret things are revealed. Why do you think God wants to give his Spirit-filled people dreams, visions, and prophesies?


  10.  Peter begins to explain to the crowd things about Jesus. What does he tell them about Jesus in v. 22-24?


  Read verses 32 & 33 again. Peter explains to the crowd that all that is happening is because of the Holy Spirit. According to Peter, who is pouring out the Holy Spirit upon the people? (v. 33)


  11.  Peter then tells the people that God exalted Jesus to what position? (v. 36)


  Read v. 37. Discuss in your group the shock and fear the Jewish people must have felt to hear that they had crucified the Messiah, the Savior that God had sent. How would you have felt if you had been there?


  Peter gives the people hope in verse 38. What do the people need to do? (v. 38)


  Who else can receive the Holy Spirit? (v. 39)


  Do you think that promise applies to all followers of Jesus today?


  Explain why it is important for followers of Jesus to believe the promise in verse 38.


  12.  What was the result of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost? (vs. 40-41)


  


  Imagine: At the arrest of Jesus, Peter was full of fear and three times denied that he even knew Jesus. After he rose from the dead, Jesus showed kindness and mercy to Peter. He restored him to minister in Jesus' name.


  Now, after Jesus has ascended to heaven, Peter is baptized in the Holy Spirit and preaches boldly about Jesus in the streets of Jerusalem. Would you agree that when the Holy Spirit came upon him that he received power to be a witness for Jesus?


  


  13.  Think of what happened in society when 3,000 people sincerely repented of sin, trusted the Messiah for salvation, and were filled with the Holy Spirit. Don't you think there were changes in families, schools, and businesses?


  When people today turn from their sins and are filled with God's holiness, how should that change things in their relationships with other people?


  Do you see a need for yourself and all who believe in Jesus Christ to be daily filled with the Holy Spirit? Will you pray for this?


  Take time now to thank the Lord for the Holy Spirit Who is given to all believers. Welcome His presence in your life. Ask for His power to renew you daily in your walk with Jesus. If you have never turned from your sin and put your trust in Jesus the Messiah, why don't you do that now?


  16. Be Filled With The Holy Spirit


  Part 2: Drink Continually Of The Living Water


  Introduction: The New Testament teaches that all who trust in Jesus the Messiah are born into a new life by the Holy Spirit. The last study focused on God's promise to give us the Holy Spirit. In this study, we will look at our responsibility to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit


  Opening Discussion:


  Are you sometimes embarrassed to ask a big favor of a friend? Why are we at times afraid to ask for things?


  Read Luke 11:5-13.


  1.  What time of day did the person go to his friend to ask for help? (v. 5) Was it a convenient time to go to ask a favor of someone?


  2.  What did the man ask of his friend? (v. 5) What did he want to do with this gift? (v. 6)


  3.  Jesus said that the friend did not give the bread because of their friendship. Why did he give the bread? (v. 8)


  4.  What was Jesus' point in telling this parable? (v. 9) What did Jesus mean when he said to ask, seek, and knock?


  What happens when people ask or seek or knock? (v. 10) Why are we afraid to go to God when we need something?


  Can you tell of a time you asked the Lord with boldness to help you with a problem?


  5.  What kind of gifts do earthly fathers give their children? (vs. 11-12) What does Jesus say about the character of earthly fathers? (v. 13)


  Read v. 13 again slowly. Why do you think Jesus wanted us to know that God cares about us much more than even the best human father?


  6.  What good gift does the Father give? (v. 13) To whom does He give it?


  Is the gift of the Holy Spirit a priceless gift to you? Why?


  Now read John 4:4-15 together.


  7.  Jesus asks the woman at the well for some water. Look again at v. 10. If the woman had known who Jesus was, what would she have done?


  8.  What will the water that Jesus gives become in a person? (v. 14)


  Why do people stop along a road to get fresh water from a spring?


  How is cool spring water like the Holy Spirit?


  Read John 7:37-39.


  9.  Jesus uses the same picture here. Verse 39 explains clearly what Jesus is talking about. What does He mean when He talks about living water?


  What should the person who is thirsty do? (v. 37)


  Are you thirsty to walk with God daily? Do you desire to find a spring of hope and joy that continues forever? Different members of this group may want to share their honest desires to walk with God in the freshness of his Holy Spirit.


  Read Ephesians 5:15-20.


  10.  Read v. 18 again. What are some reasons that people get drunk? Why does God want us to be filled with the Holy Spirit instead of depending on alcohol or drugs, for example, to give us happiness?


  11.  Paul was speaking to believers who already had the Holy Spirit. Yet he commanded them to "be filled with the Holy Spirit." (v. 18) Is it possible to live our Christian lives in such a way that the living water does not fill us and flow out of us? How can we continually be filled with the Holy Spirit?


  12.  Verses 19-20 talk about singing, worshiping and thanking God in our hearts always. How can continual worship and thanksgiving to God help us to always be filled with the Holy Spirit?


  As a group, pray that you will be continually filled with the Holy Spirit.


  17. Welcome The Holy Spirit As Your Helper


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever wished that you had lived in the time when Jesus was on earth and you could see Him and talk with Him face to face? What do you think it would be like?


  Read John 14:15-18.


  1.  Read these verses again. If we love and obey Jesus, what does He say He will do for us? (v. 16)


  What two names are used in these verses for the Holy Spirit? What do those two names tell you about what the Holy Spirit will do for you?


  2.  Why can the world not accept the Holy Spirit? How were the disciples different from the world?


  Jesus said the Holy Spirit was with them now (before His death and resurrection). How would that be different after Jesus returned to the Father? (v. 17)


  3.  Read verse 18 again. How does this comfort and strengthen you?


  Now read John 14:25-26.


  4.  Verse 26 helps us to understand a little of how the Father, Son and Holy Spirit work together. Who sends the Holy Spirit? In whose name is He sent? What does the Holy Spirit do, according to this verse?


  Have you ever wondered how the disciples could possibly remember all the things that Jesus taught them after He left the earth? How did the Holy Spirit help them in this? (v. 26)


  Do you believe the Holy Spirit will help you, also, to know and understand the truths of God?


  Read John 16:5-15.


  5.  Read verses 5-7 again. Why were the disciples filled with grief?


  Why did Jesus say it was good for Him to go away? (v. 7)


  6.  Read verses 8-11 again. What three things does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will expose when He comes?


  Think about why it might be better to have the Holy Spirit poured out on the earth rather than to have Jesus here in a fleshly body. Jesus was limited to one time and place. How does the work of the Holy Spirit compare to this?


  7.  According to verse 12, why did Jesus not tell his disciples everything that He wanted to tell them?


  8.  Look at verse 13. How can they understand truth after Jesus is gone? How will this protect them from being deceived?


  What else will the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Truth) do? (vs. 13 and 14)


  9.  Notice that God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all three mentioned again in verses 14 and 15. Take some time to look at and discuss the beautiful way in which these "Three in One" work together.


  How is the Spirit dependent on the Father and Son? How does He bring glory to them? How does the Father honor the Son? (v. 15) How do we get to share in this wonderful relationship? (vs. 14-15)


  Do you think that God wants us to work for this same kind of fellowship with one another? How could our relationships be better if we lived in dependence on the Holy Spirit every day?


  10.  Take some time to thank God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is freely given to all who put their faith in Jesus. Think about what it means that we have the Spirit of God living inside of us! Are you daily inviting Him to be your guide, your helper, your comforter, and your source of life? If not, begin to do so today. He can make all the resources of God available to you!


  "We love because he first loved us. If anyone says,
ʻI love God,ʼ yet hates his brother, he is a liar.
For anyone who does not love his brother,
whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
And he has given us this command:
Whoever loves God must also love his brother."
1 John 4:19-21


  LOVE


  Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
Matthew 22:37-40


  From the beginning of time, men and women have sung love songs. We usually think of love in a romantic way, or perhaps we think of the love we have for family members or friends.


  Jesus taught us about a different kind of love. First, God must be the center of our affection. That means we make Him first in our lives. In other words, we love God unashamedly and with everything He has given us: our hearts, our strength, our minds.


  Second, Jesus taught us to love people as we love ourselves. True love sincerely cares about all people, even enemies. God made all people and He loves them equally. Love means we humbly serve others, building bridges, not tearing them down.


  Jesus said that the world would know we are His disciples if we have this kind of love for each other.


  These studies on love can change your life, and then change your world. As you meditate on Jesus' teachings and do them, your heart will be filled with God's love. You will begin to understand the meaning of life.


  


  Note: The studies in this section focus on the second part of Jesus' command to love our neighbor as ourselves. The first part of His command, to love God with our whole being, cannot be put into a few studies. All of Jesus' commands, and His holy example in life and death, teach us what it means to love God with all our heart, mind and strength. So we can say that all of the studies in this book will start you on the road to loving God wholeheartedly.


  18. Love Your Neighbor As Yourself


  The Parable Of The Good Samaritan


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever wondered why the world is so cruel? Why do we humans not care for other human beings like we should?


  Read: Luke 10:25-37.


  1.  How did the expert in the Jewish law summarize all of the Jewish laws? (v. 27)


  2.  Did Jesus agree with his answer? According to Jesus, what would be the results of doing these things? (v. 28)


  3.  According to the text, why did the man ask "who is my neighbor?" (v. 29)


  4.  In the story, what was the occupation of the two men who did not help the hurting man? (vs. 31-32)


  


  Jewish priests (v. 31) and the Levites (v. 32 - people who worked in the Jewish Temple helping the priests) were people who knew the Jewish law. Many times they had read the law of Moses which said the Jewish people were to love their neighbors as themselves. But they chose to ignore the law and avoid helping their fellow Jew who was dying on the road. However, the Samaritan, an enemy of Jews, chose to show compassion to the hurting Jewish man.


  In this parable, Jesus was trying to teach us the importance of loving all people, not just our family, our friends, or people from our own nation.


  


  5.  Who was the true "neighbor" in this story? (vs. 36-37) What kind of sacrifices did the Samaritan make (with his money, his time, perhaps his reputation) to help the beaten Jewish man? Talk about the things he did in verses 34-35.


  6.  What were Jesus' instructions to the expert in the law when the story was over? (vs. 36-37)


  7.  Turn to Matthew 5. Read verses 43-48. What do these verses teach us about God? Who are the true "sons of the Father?" (vs. 44-45)


  8.  How can we apply this to our lives today? Think ahead. What are some sacrifices you may need to make in your daily life to show this kind of love to others?


  Is Jesus talking only about helping someone on the road who has a need? In what other situations can we show God's love to people who have needs?


  9.  Now read Matthew 7:12. This verse is sometimes called, "The Golden Rule." It would be very good to memorize this verse.


  Read this verse again and think about what it means. How would the world be a different place if we all learned to live by this rule? How would it be different if we all showed love to everyone as Jesus taught us to in the story of the Good Samaritan?


  Take time to pray for yourselves and all followers of Jesus in this land to truly be a light to the world, by loving people like Jesus, the Messiah did.


  19. Love One Another And Live In Unity


  Opening Discussion:


  Jesus said, "A new commandment I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another." (John 13:34)


  Think about this verse. How did Jesus give a new and greater example of love than they had seen before?


  Discuss some of the ways Jesus showed love to his disciples. (See John 10:14; John 13:12-15) How does this help us to know how we should love each other?


  Read John 17:20-23.


  1.  John 17 contains the prayer that Jesus prayed the night before his crucifixion. In verses 20-23, He prays for everyone in all places and throughout all times who will believe in Him. That includes us! What is the main thing that He desires for all believers?


  2.  Read again verse 21. What example does Jesus give to illustrate the type of unity He desires among believers? (He repeats this with similar words in vs. 22 and 23.)


  Name some characteristics of the Father and Son's unity that we also need in our relationships with one another. (See John 5:20; John 8:29 & John 8:49-50)


  3.  In verse 21 and verse 23 Jesus gives two important reasons why we should also desire and pray for unity. What are these two reasons?


  Why is our unity with all believers a powerful testimony that Jesus was sent from God?


  Now let's look at a beautiful example of a humble attitude that can help to build unity among believers.


  4.  Now let's look at a beautiful example of a humble attitude that can help to build unity among believers.


  Read John 3:22-30. John's disciples came to him with a concern. What were they concerned about? (v. 26)


  5.  What does John mean by verse 27? How do these words apply to us as believers and any ministry we may be involved in?


  Can any true ministry for God's Kingdom come from ourselves, or must it be God-given? Explain.


  6.  Look closely at verses 28-29. Who is the bride? Who is the Bridegroom? To whom does the bride belong?


  Why does John say he is full of joy now?


  7.  Read verse 30. Do you think John is more concerned with building his own kingdom? For example, does he want people to always praise and follow him? Or does he want to build God's Kingdom, where people praise and follow Jesus? Discuss how this humble attitude can help God's Kingdom grow.


   Why are we sometimes jealous when we see someone else's ministry or fellowship thriving while our own is struggling? If we have the same attitude of humility as John, how will this help to build unity with other groups of believers?


  8.  Read 2 Corinthians 12:20. When Paul wrote this second letter to the believers in Corinth, he was planning to visit them. He was worried that he might find bad, divisive attitudes in some of them. What sins was Paul afraid he would find there? How do these things hinder unity?


  9.  Think about your own life. Are you guilty of any of these sins that cause division? If so, confess it to God and ask Him to cleanse you. Ask Him to empower you to live in love and unity with others.


  Pray for a spirit of true love and unity within your group and in the whole Body of Christ in this land.


  "How good and pleasant it is
when brothers live together in unity!
For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore."
Psalm 133:1&3b


  20. Forgive Each Other From The Heart


  Opening Discussion:


  How do most people respond when someone offends or wrongs them? What do you think about this?


  Read Matthew 18:21-35.


  1.  Read again verses 21-22. Do you think Jesus meant that we should keep count each time we forgive someone? What does Jesus mean?


  2.  When we keep count of the times we have forgiven someone, what does that reveal about our attitude? In our heart, do we really want to forgive them? Or are we just saying we forgive them because we know we should?


  3.  How much did the servant owe the king? (v. 24)


  4.  The king wanted to sell the man and his family in order to pay back the debt. What did the servant do? (v. 26)


  Do you think he could ever pay it all back?


  How did the king respond to his pleading? (v. 27)


  5.  What did the servant do after he was forgiven and released? (v. 28)


  How much did his fellow servant owe him?


  6.  When the king heard what happened, what did he do? (vs. 32-34).


  Do you think the king's actions were right? Why?


  7.  What did Jesus say at the end of this parable? (v. 35)


  Jesus makes a very serious statement here. In other places of the New Testament, Jesus teaches the same principle. Turn to Matthew 5:7 and read. What does this verse teach us?


  Now read Matthew 6:9-15. Jesus was teaching his disciples how to pray. What does Jesus say about forgiveness here?


  Why do you think it is so important to God that we learn to forgive?


  8.  The heart of this parable is found in verse 33. Read it again. We can't truly forgive others unless we really believe that God has forgiven our sins. Do you believe that God loves you so much that He gave his own son to take your sin?


  9.  When God forgives our sins through Christ, it is just like the king forgiving the servant's debt. We can never repay it, but it is completely forgiven. Like the servant, we are free. The burden of debt (our sin) is taken from our shoulders.


  But God forgives us so that we can change and become like Him. When He is merciful to us, how does He expect us to treat others? (v. 33)


  10.  If we trust in God's forgiveness through Christ, and if we learn to forgive others, including our spouses and family members, what changes will happen in our families and in our communities?


  Can you think of anyone whom you have not forgiven? If it is difficult to forgive them, remember that God has forgiven you a far greater debt. Ask Him to help you to forgive anyone who has wronged or offended you. Then tell Him in prayer that you choose now to forgive that person. If you need help with this, ask a leader or mature believer to pray with you.


  21. Love One Another Through Humble Service


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever seen someone who was a leader doing a very lowly job, such as sweeping the floor or washing the dishes? How did it make you feel?


  


  Culture Note: In Jesus' day, people wore sandals and their feet would get very dusty. In a home with servants, it would be the job of the lowest slave to wash the feet of guests when they came in the door. Probably there were no servants taking care of the disciples on this Passover night. Obviously, none of the disciples had offered to wash the others' feet. So, Jesus Himself does the job of the lowest slave.


  


  Read John 13:1-17.


  1.  Look at verse 1. When did this event take place? What do you think was on Jesus' mind at this time?


  What was his motive in what He was about to do?


  2.  Read verse 2. What work of the devil had already taken place?


  3.  Read verses 3-5. . What three things was Jesus confident about? (v. 3)


  What did He then begin to do in verses 4-5?


  Do you think that Jesus felt any need to prove to them who He was?


  4.  Now look at verses 6-8. What does Peter say very strongly to Jesus in verse 8?


   Why do you think Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet?


  Is it sometimes hard for you to allow others to serve you in a humble way?


  5.  What made Peter change his mind in verse 9? (See v. 8)


  6.  Verses 10-11 show us that Jesus even washed Judas' feet. Look briefly back at Matthew 5:43-48. How does this show us an example of Jesus' words to love even our enemies?


  7.  Read verses 12-17. Jesus asks his disciples if they understand what He has done. What is it that He wants them to understand?


  8.  In verse 13, what does Jesus say is his position among them?


  Now read verses 14-15. Why does Jesus say He did what He did?


  Would you normally expect a "teacher" or "lord" to do the job of the lowest slave?


  9.  Jesus is showing his disciples (and us) how very different we are to be from the world. Do you think his example was only about washing feet, or do you think he was saying something about serving others in general? Explain your answer.


  


  Many times throughout history, it has been the followers of Jesus who have offered themselves to do the least desirable, dirtiest jobs. During the times of the plague in Europe, Christians often cared for the sick when no one else would. Frequently they also died because they caught the illness of those they cared for. Many people believed in Jesus because of this example of love.


  In the 1980's, many refugees were coming out of Cambodia and Viet Nam and crowding into camps in Thailand. It was the Christians who volunteered to go in and clean up the human filth and make the camps livable. Many pagans were deeply touched by this.


  


  10.  What does Jesus' example say to you? Read verses 16-17 again. Are you greater than your Master? How is He asking you to serve others? Are you ready to do humiliating or dirty jobs to serve others?


  As you go about your work this week, keep Jesus' example of humble service in your mind. Look for ways that you can be like Him.


  22. Love Your Enemies


  Opening Discussion:


  Can you tell about a situation where someone took revenge and it caused anger and bitterness to grow? Did the problem continue on and get worse?


  Read Matthew 5:38-48.


  These verses are perhaps some of the hardest verses of Jesus' teachings. None of us find these words easy to obey!


  


  Culture Note: Look again at verse 38. The expression: "Eye for eye, tooth for tooth" was taken from Leviticus 24:19-20. "If anyone injures his neighbor, whatever he has done must be done to him: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. As he has injured the other, so he is to be injured." This was used to help the courts of Israel make just decisions. The punishment was to be equal to the crime. It taught judges to make decisions fairly and equally. God's Holy Word teaches that it is the state's responsibility to punish evildoers, but that judges must treat all people the same.


  But some people in Jesus' day were using this law to justify taking revenge when they were wronged.


  


  1.  In verses 39-42, what does Jesus say should be our response to someone who does wrong to us? How would you summarize Jesus' words?


  2.  Some people think these verses mean that if someone hits us, we should just stand there and let them keep hitting us. Do you think this is the true meaning of Jesus' words here? What do you think He means?


  What should our heart attitude be toward someone who wrongs us? (See the first part of verse 39.)


  3.  Read verses 43-48 again. How are Jesus' instructions to us in verse 44 the opposite of what is usually said? (v. 43)


  4.  How does God treat both evil people and good people? (v. 45)


  If we love our enemies, how does that make us true sons of our heavenly Father?


  5.  Read verses 46-48. How is Jesus challenging us to be different from the tax collectors and pagans? Who is our example? (v. 48)


  6.  Read Romans 12:17-21. If someone does evil to us, does that give us the right to do evil to them?


  According to verse 17, should followers of Jesus ever do evil?


  7.  Read verse 18 again. What is our responsibility as peacemakers?


  8.  Read verse 19 again. Whose responsibility is it to repay someone who has done evil to us? Why is it important that we not take revenge ourselves, but leave it to God to do?


  Think about it: As humans, is it possible that we are not seeing the event clearly? Can we know the motives of the other person's heart?


  When you take revenge, what does the other person do in response? How can it ever end?


  Do you believe that God is just and that He will eventually make all things right?


  9.  Look at verses 20-21. Instead of taking revenge, what are we to do?


  If we take revenge, which one wins—evil or good? How do we overcome evil?


  10.  When someone hurts or offends you, do you allow a desire for revenge to live in your heart?


  Look back at Jesus' instructions in Matthew 5:43-48. How would society change if people obeyed Jesus' teachings?


  Take time now to pray. Do you have any "enemies"—people who have wronged you? Ask Jesus to help you to choose to love and forgive them instead of desiring revenge.


  "Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it,
and it will be yours."
Mark 11:24


  PRAY


  This, then, is how you should pray... Matthew 6:9


  People all over the world pray. Primitive people pray and chant to the spirits that they fear. Every religion has its rituals of prayer. Even atheists find themselves calling out desperately in a disaster: "If there is a God, please help me!" Man knows that his power is limited and he needs help from something or someone beyond himself. But most of us know that we don't understand prayer. We also know we don't pray very well.


  The disciples saw Jesus praying with confidence and authority. They also saw Him leave them often to be alone with the Father. They saw His spiritual power every day. Jesus knew His Father and He knew His prayers were heard. So, the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. And he did! He taught them many important things about prayer.


  Believers in Jesus should pray with confidence. But we, like the early disciples, need to ask Jesus to teach us to pray. Let's learn from His words and from His example as a man of prayer.


  The following studies will help us. Let's become people who pray as followers of Jesus.


  23. Don't Pray Like Hypocrites And Pagans


  Opening Discussion:


  At times when life is hard, have you ever wondered if God was hearing your prayers? How can we pray with more faith that God is hearing our prayers and will answer them in His love, His wisdom, and His time?


  Read Matthew 6:1-8.


  1.  esus tells us not to be like the hypocrites when we pray. What is it that they did that we must beware of? (v. 5)


  2.  The hypocrites wanted the praises of men. How did this hinder their prayers and their fellowship with God?


  3.  How does Jesus say we are to be different from the hypocrites when we pray? (v. 6)


  4.  Is Jesus commanding that His followers must always pray alone in their rooms and that they can never pray with others?


  Remember that Jesus Himself prayed in front of His disciples. The disciples also prayed together as believers many times. What is the principle that Jesus is teaching his disciples in verses 5 and 6?


  5.  Hypocrites (religious people who pretend to know God) are described in verses 5 and 6. As we learned, they wrongly focus their attention on being seen by men when they pray. Now look at another type of people in v. 7. Who are the other type of people?


  6.  What is it that the pagans do when they pray? (v. 7)


  Why is it wrong thinking to believe that we must fill our prayers with many words in order for God to hear us?


  7.  Pagans often use prayer as a type of magic. They think that if they say certain words over and over, they can manipulate the gods to do what they want. That is not the meaning of prayer as found in the gospels. Jesus teaches us that God is our Father and that He hears our prayers and cares about our needs.


  Why is it wrong to try to manipulate God when we pray?


  8.  Some people pray by saying words in such a way as to gain power over a situation. That really is just a form of "magic," trusting in the power of the words more than trusting in God. Prayer as a follower of Jesus is much different. Prayer as Jesus taught does not try to control situations and people. But we should pray boldly and in faith for God's will to be done in the earth. In prayer, we should trust in a loving God who is all-powerful and has defeated Satan's power through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.


  Some people hang up ornaments to protect their home, business, or car from the evil eye. How is prayer different than trusting in these ornaments?


  In the next study, we will look at how Jesus taught his disciples to pray.


  9.  To close this time of group study, ask the Lord to teach you in the months ahead how to pray in a way that is pleasing to him.


  24. "Pray In This Way"


  Opening Discussion:


  One time the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray. Most of us also feel that we need help in learning to pray. Why is prayer difficult for you?


  Read Matthew 6:9-15.


  1.  What word does Jesus use for God when he prays (v. 9)?


  Jesus prayed to God as One whom he had a relationship with. He called God "Father" all the time.


  If we understand that God is our heavenly Father who really loves us, how will that strengthen our faith when we pray?


  2.  Jesus starts this prayer with intimacy by calling God "Father." In his next words, he shows great respect. What does he say (v. 9)?


  


  The prophet Moses received from God the 10 commandments about 1500 years before Jesus the Messiah was born. The third commandment, found in the Torah, is this: "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. (Exodus 20:7)


  


  In your own life, is God's name honored as holy? How can we change in our speech and actions so that God's name is always honored?


  3.  Read again v. 10. Before you read the box below, discuss what it means for God's kingdom to come on this earth.


  


  Can we participate in the growth of God's Kingdom?


  The kingdom of God grows on earth each time a person allows God to rule in his heart. When we pray for God's will to be done on earth, we are not just praying for changes in the world but we are confessing that we want God to change our own lives, too. We understand that if we don't allow God to establish his rule in our own hearts, we will be the kings of our selfish little kingdoms. But we actually don't become kings, we become slaves. Whether we know it or not, we give the keys of our lives to Satan. When man thinks he is ruling his own life, he really is opening the door to darkness and evil to control him. But when we pray for God's kingdom to come, we are asking God to change our hearts and make us humble servants of His purposes on the earth.


  


  Read the box above again. Then discuss what you think would happen if this group prayed often that God bring His kingdom rule into your lives, your families and your neighborhoods.


  4.  Read again v. 11. Some people live their lives as if God does not exist. They try to solve all their problems without God. How does it encourage you to know that God wants you to tell Him your daily needs (such as "daily bread") and trust Him to help you?


  5.  Many years after Jesus ascended to heaven, his disciple Peter wrote this: "Cast all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you." (1 Peter 5:7) What does this verse mean to you?


  6.  Read again verse 12 and verses 14 and 15.


  Jesus spoke some very difficult words here. Human beings find it very hard to forgive. It is important for all of us to know that forgiveness is something we all must learn in life.


  When we pray and ask forgiveness for our sins, why did Jesus teach us that we must at the same time forgive others?


  As a group, be silent for a moment for each person to consider: Who do I need to forgive today?


  7.  Why is it important for us to pray that we not go into temptation? (v. 13)


  The New Testament teaches that God resists the proud, but he gives grace to the humble. (1 Peter 5:5)


  Why is being honest with God about our need for his help against temptation important?


  8.  The last part of the prayer affirms that God's kingdom, and power and glory will last forever. (v. 13)


  Do those words strengthen your faith in God? Why?


  9.  Some people use the words of this prayer as if they are a good luck charm. They think there is power in just saying the words in order to get protection or a blessing for their lives. As a result, they pray the words very quickly and don't think about the meaning.


  Is that the way Jesus wanted us to pray this prayer? Explain your thoughts.


  10.  How can this prayer be a guide to help us to learn to pray better?


  As you close in prayer, use Jesus' prayer as a model for your group. You can also use your own words to express the same ideas that Jesus was teaching.


  25. Pray Always And Don't Lose Heart


  Opening Discussion:


  Why do you think our faith is important to God?


  Read Luke 18:1-8.


  1.  Why did Jesus tell this parable? (v. 1)


  Do you sometimes lose heart if you don't see your prayers answered quickly?


  2.  This story is about a judge and a widow. How does Jesus describe the judge? (v. 2)


  3.  What did the widow want from the judge? (v. 3)


  In Jesus' day, widows did not have any power. Evil people could easily take advantage of them. In this story the powerless widow was going to a judge that did not care about people, nor did he fear God. If you saw this happen today, would you have much hope that the judge would help the widow?


  4.  At first the judge didn't pay attention to her, but finally he gave in to her request. Why? (v. 4,5)


  5.  Read verse 6-8 again. Jesus changes from talking about the unjust judge to talking about God. Is God like the unjust judge or different from the unjust judge?


  From your knowledge of God, describe how He is different from the unjust judge.


  6.  Who is bringing their requests to God (v. 7). How often do they bring their requests?


  What will God do for them? (v. 8) How quickly will he give them justice?


  7.  At the end of this parable, Jesus asks a question. What is that question (v. 8)?


  Why do you think Jesus asks that question?


  8.  Let's return to v. 1. What was the reason Jesus told the parable?


  Does this parable help you to pray with more confidence?


  9.  To finish up our study, read Hebrews 4:14-16. Then quietly meditate on the verses and tell the group what these verses mean to you.


  Read the following words slowly and think about the great gift God has given us in Jesus the Messiah:


  We who believe in Jesus as our Savior know that He has taken away our shame and reconciled us with God through His life that he gave as a sacrifice for sin. Remember this when you pray. No one comes near to God because of their own righteousness. We are able to come near to God by trusting in the sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah. We can now pray with strong faith that God really loves us and hears our prayers. He is not like the unjust judge. He wants us to pray with confidence and courage because He is very good!


  What do you need to pray about now with the group?


  26. Make Time To Get To Know God


  Opening Discussion:


  What are some things that you pray about?


  Read Luke 10:38-42.


  1.  Look at verse 38 again. What did Martha do? Do you think hospitality is one way to show love for someone?


  What was her sister Mary doing? (v. 39)


  2.  Read verse 40 again. What was Martha's attitude? What was she concerned about?


  What did she say to Jesus? How do you think she was feeling toward her sister Mary?


  3.  Now read verses 41-42. Jesus points out to Martha that she is worried about many things. How many things does He say are necessary?


  What is it that is necessary?


  Which do you think was more important to Jesus: that He have a nice meal to eat, or that He share the words of eternal life with a hungry heart?


  4.  Read Matthew 5:6. How is Mary showing that she is hungry and thirsty for righteousness? What will she receive, according to this verse?


  5.  Which of these two women are you most like? Do you find yourself easily distracted and upset by the many demands of life? Or do you often put other things aside to spend time with Jesus? Are you hungry to talk with Him and learn from His Word?


  6.  Jesus Himself often spent time alone in prayer with His Father. Read Mark 1:35-39. When did Jesus pray? Where did He pray?


  Why do you think He chose this time and place? How important is it that we find a way to shut the world out so that we can be alone with God?


  7.  Who came looking for Jesus? (v. 36) What did they say to Him? (v. 37)


  Jesus was continually surrounded by large crowds. Do you think it was easy for Him to find a way to spend time alone with God?


  8.  If you live in a big city or in a house with many other people, it may not be easy for you either to find a time and place to be alone with God.


  Is time with Him important enough for you to make some sacrifices for it?


  9.  There are many other Scriptures that speak of Jesus praying both alone and with His disciples.


  Read Luke 6:12-13. What important part of His work did Jesus do in verse 13? Before He made those choices, what did He do? (v. 12)


  Before you make important decisions, do you set aside time to seek God alone and ask Him for His wisdom?


  10.  Read Luke 5:15-16. What were the crowds of people coming to Jesus for?


  Imagine how exhausting it must have been for Jesus to be ministering to the peoples' needs day after day. What did He do during these times to renew Himself? (v. 16)


  If Jesus, who was without sin, needed these times of prayer alone with God, do you think we need them also?


  11.  Think about your life. How important to you is time spent alone with God? Do you need to turn off the TV and your cell phone at times so you can pray and meditate on His Word in peace and quiet?


  12.  You will notice as you study the teachings of Jesus that He did not give us rules about how long we should pray or how often. Do you come into His presence because you love Him and want to know Him? Do you come because you know you need Him? Are you hungry for Him?


  Take time now to think and pray about changes you need to make in your life so you can know God better.


  27. Be People Of Faith


  Believe Jesus To Set People Free From Sickness And Demonic Bondage


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever prayed for someone to be healed? Or have you been present where others were praying for someone to be healed? Tell about your experience.


  Introduction: When Jesus was on earth, a big part of his ministry was healing the sick and casting out demons. Read the following verses: Matthew 4:23-25; Matthew 10:1; Matthew 10:5-8; and Matthew 15:29-31.


  Throughout the gospels, there are many stories of Jesus healing people. Each story is different, just as the individuals who were healed were different. This study will look at one event which is told in Matthew and also in Mark.


  Read Matthew 17:14-21.


  1.  Describe the condition of the man's son. (v. 15) What did the father do to try to get his son healed? (v. 16) Was the son healed? Why not?


  2.  Look at verse 17. What did Jesus call the people of that society? Why do you think He called them that?


  3.  What did Jesus do in verse 18?


  4.  In verse 19 , the disciples privately asked Jesus why they couldn't cast out the demon. What is Jesus answer in verse 20?


  How much faith does Jesus say is needed to move mountains?


  5.  Now look at verse 21. (This verse may be written as a footnote.) What does Jesus say is needed in some situations?


  6.  Now read this same story in Mark 9:17-29. Mark's account includes a conversation between Jesus and the father of the boy.


  Read again verses 20-24. What is the father's request in verse 22? Do you think he has a lot of faith?


  7.  Now read Jesus' response in verse 23. How is Jesus' statement here similar to his words to the disciples in Matthew 17:20? (Look back at that verse.)


  8.  What does the father immediately say? (v. 24) How do you think Jesus' words in verse 23 helped him go from doubt to belief?


  9.  Read verse 24 again and notice how the father humbly admits his need for help.


  Have you ever had times in your life when you wanted to believe but you struggled with doubts? Did Jesus rebuke the man for his doubts, or did he honor his faith, even though it was weak? (See vs. 25-27)


  What can we learn from this?


  10.  Read again verses 28-29, including the footnote to verse 29. Compare this with verse 21 (the footnote) in Matthew 17. (Matthew 17:21)


  Now let's review some things we learn about healing from these passages.


  
    	How is healing linked to faith? (Read also, Hebrews 11:6)


    	How much faith is necessary to see God do the impossible through us? (Matthew 17:20)


    	Why do you think some healings might be more difficult than others? Why is it important that we persevere in prayer and even fasting if we don't see an immediate answer? (Matthew 17:21, (footnote))


    	What should we do if we have doubts? (Mark 9:24)

  


  What should we do if we pray for people and they are not healed?


  Let us not give up praying for the sick just because someone is not healed. Many sick people have been made well through prayer. There are many, many Scriptures that encourage us to pray for the sick and those oppressed by demons. Often we do not see miracles because we do not pray for them. Pray the prayer of the father in Mark 9:24. Then begin to pray in faith for the healing and deliverance of those you know who have needs. Review often Jesus' words in Matthew 17:20 and Mark 9:23.


  In your fellowship, set aside time often to pray for these needs.


  "But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech,
in knowledge, in complete earnestness
and in your love for us – see that you also excel
in this grace of giving."
2 Cor. 8:7


  GIVE


  In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' Acts 20:35


  Jesus taught us not to worry about tomorrow. He also taught His followers to be generous givers.


  There is great blessing in giving. People who learn to give are demonstrating two things. First they show that they really care about other peoples' needs. Second, they show that they trust God more than their possessions.


  We can expect the Holy Spirit to remind us often of the teachings of Jesus on giving. We are followers of Jesus. He is the One who gave His life to save us. God wants us to learn Jesus' ways. He showed us what the Father is like. And now we are His children.


  When Jesus returns, will he find His people to be hoarding their possessions and worrying about the future? Or will he find them generous, helping those in need? Jesus made it clear: either money is our master, or God is. We cannot serve both.


  The following studies will teach us to be like our Father in heaven.


  28. When You Give, Consider The Generous Widow


  Opening Discussion:


  Sometimes we think that if we become rich (for example, if we win the lottery) we will become generous people. If we are not generous when we are poor, do you think we will automatically become generous if we become rich? Explain your reasons.


  Read Mark 12:41-44.


  1.  Who was watching as the crowds put their offering into the temple treasury? (v. 41)


  2.  Who gave the large amounts of money?


  3.  Who gave the small amount? (Note: These 2 coins were worth less than 1 cent.)


  4.  Do you think this amount helped significantly in the upkeep of the temple?


  Would this small offering be honored and praised in the eyes of men? Which offerings that day were most likely noticed by men?


  5.  Who did Jesus call to him to show them what he saw? (v. 43)


  6.  According to Jesus, who gave the biggest offering that day? (vs. 43-44) Why?


  7.  In this passage does Jesus say that we must each give away our last penny? As believers in Jesus, are we accepted by God because of the amount of money we give to Him?


  


  Remember...
The New Testament teaches that no person can buy their salvation with money. We cannot bribe God. We are all lost without his salvation. We receive God's free gift of mercy and eternal life through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. He is the lamb of God, the eternal sacrifice for our sins.


  


  If we cannot buy our salvation, then what is Jesus trying to teach his disciples in this story?


  Do you think a gift has greater value if we must sacrifice to give it?


  8.  God made the universe without money, so a million dollars does not impress God. Look at Mark 12:30 to discover what God is wanting from those who follow him.


  How is generous giving one way that we show that we love God with all of our heart?


  9.  To read another example of those who gave wholeheartedly, read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. What was the situation of the Macedonians when they gave? (Read again v. 2)


  10.  What emotions were they experiencing when they gave? (v. 2) What does verse 3 say about how much they gave and how they gave it?


  How does this kind of giving show that they trusted God to take care of them?


  11.  Read verse 4 again. What was their attitude toward giving to help other believers in need?


  12.  What else did they give along with their money? (v. 5) What do you think it means to "give yourself" along with your gift?


  13.  Imagine that you are one of the believers who received this gift. How would you feel when you heard about how it was given? How would a gift like this unite the hearts of the givers and the receivers?


  14.  Compare your giving to that of the widow and that of the Macedonians. Do you give freely and joyfully? Do you give from whatever you have, whether it is extra, or whether you need all that you have to live on?


  15.  Do you only give money, or do you give yourself with your gift? Do you pray for the people or projects you are giving to? How do you think this might help to encourage a spirit of love and caring for one another in the Body of Christ?


  Ask God to help you to grow in your giving. Begin today to experience the joy and freedom that comes from having open hands and an open heart toward God and others.


  


  Here are some verses about giving that would be good to memorize:
"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." 2 Corinthians 9:6-8


  29. Love God, Not Money


  Opening Discussion:


  Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35) Do you believe this? Why or why not?


  Read Mark 10:17-31.


  1.  Read verse 17 again. What question did the man ask Jesus? Notice how he came to Jesus. What do you think this shows?


  2.  Read verses 18-20. What is Jesus suggesting the man means when he calls Him "good"?


  Jesus then lists several of the commands given to Moses in the Old Testament. This isn't all of the commands, but rather a sampling of what He's talking about. What is the man's response?


  3.  Now read verse 21. How did Jesus feel toward him? Why was he lacking something, if he had kept all of the commands since he was a boy?


  Why would Jesus tell him he needed to sell everything and give to the poor? If we cannot buy eternal life and it is the free gift of God, then what does this mean?


  4.  What did Jesus say he would have if he sold and gave away everything? (v. 21) What else did Jesus tell him to do in verse 21?


  Read verse 22. How did the man respond to Jesus' words?


  5.  Turn to Matthew 6 and read verses 19-21. (Matthew 6:19-21) If his treasure was in heaven, where would his heart be? If his heart were in heaven, would it be hard to let go of his worldly possessions? Where do you think this man's heart was?


  6.  Read again Jesus' conversation with his disciples in verses 23-27 of Mark 10. Why do you think Jesus says it is hard for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God? (v. 23)


  7.  Jesus uses exaggeration to make a very strong statement in verses 24 and 25. If your Bible has a footnote with verse 24, read that also.


  Now read Matthew 6:24 to help you understand His words better. How does having a lot of money often keep people from wholeheartedly serving God?


  8.  Look at verses 26-27 of Mark 10 again. The disciples become very discouraged. Perhaps they are thinking that if the rich and important cannot be saved, it may be that no one can be saved.


  How does Jesus answer them in verse 27? Can any of us—whether we are rich or poor—save ourselves?


  9.  Do you think it's possible for a person to have very little money, and still serve money rather than God?


  Turn to 1 Timothy 6:6-10. What does verse 6 say is "great gain"? What happens to those who seek to get rich? (v. 9)


  10. According to verse 10, what is the root of all kinds of evil? Does this mean that it is bad to have money? Is the money the problem, or is the problem in the heart of the person who has or wants to have the money?


  


  Note: We must be careful that we don't judge others. Just because a person has a lot of money does not mean that they love or trust in their money. Also, just because a person is very poor does not mean their heart is free from the love of money. We must each ask God to examine our own hearts and show us if we are loving Him and putting Him first.


  


  11.  Turn to Philippians 4:10-13. In verse 12, what secret does the Apostle Paul say he has learned? Where did He find the strength to live this way? (v. 13)


  12.  Turn back to Mark 10 and read verses 28-31. (Mark 10:28-31) What does Peter say to Jesus?


  What does Jesus tell Peter they will gain in exchange for all they've given up?


  13.  As you've studied these Scriptures, has God spoken anything to your heart about your own life? Is your life free from the love of money? Do you know the secret of being content in all circumstances?


  14.  Jesus told the rich man to sell and give away all that he had. How do you think giving helps us to keep our lives free from the love of money?


  What is God showing you to do?


  Take time to pray now about it.


  


  Here are some good verses to memorize: Hebrews 13:5-6


  30. Store Up For Yourselves Treasures In Heaven


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you ever worry about the future and how you will provide for yourself or your family? What can help you to keep from worrying?


  Read Luke 12:13-34.


  1.  What did the man in the crowd ask Jesus? (v. 13) Did Jesus do what he asked? (v. 14)


  2.  Jesus gave a strong warning against something in verse 15. What was it? What did Jesus say life does not consist of? (v. 15)


  How do we know if we have greed in our lives? Is it possible to be controlled by greed but be blind to it?


  3.  Jesus tells a parable about a rich man. What were the rich man's plans? (v. 16-19) What did God say would happen to him? (v. 20)


  


  Consider...


  The rich man assumed that God had blessed him so that he could serve only himself. He never thought that God may have blessed his crop so that he could help others who didn't have anything. He spent God's blessings only on himself.


  God taught the Jews in the Old Testament that they were to share their food with the hungry, to provide the homeless with shelter, and to clothe the naked. (Isaiah 58:7) Why do you think this rich man forgot these commands? Was he guarding his heart against greed?


  When God blesses you with extra, do you ever ask Him why he gave you extra?


  


  4.  Jesus gives another warning in verse 21. Say this verse in your own words. Then discuss how believers in this country can show God's love by sharing God's blessings with others.


  5.  Read again verses 22-34. Who did Jesus say worries about clothing, food and drink? (v. 30) Why should followers of Jesus NOT worry about these things? (verses 27-28) What does he call his followers who worry? (v. 28)


  6.  In verse 32, what does Jesus call His followers? Why do you think He uses this term? When God gives to us, is it a bother to Him? (v. 32)


  7.  Jesus said we should provide purses for ourselves. What kind of purses? (v. 33) He then says that if we have a "treasure in heaven" it is secure from two things. What are they?


  Jesus tells us to do something practical. How can we provide purses in heaven for ourselves? (v. 33)


  8.  Read verse 34 again. Tell in your own words what this means.


  9.  Do you sometimes worry about the future, about what will happen to you? What have these verses taught you about God and His care for you?


  10. Think about your own life. Do you want to be "rich toward God?" How can you begin to store up treasures in heaven?


  Pray as a group to be people who are rich in God's eyes.


  "Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me."
Psalm 51:10


  SERVE GOD WITH A CLEAN HEART


  "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." Matthew 5:8


  The Pharisees, the religious leaders of the day, hated Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy. They put on a religious mask to deceive the people, but their hearts were unclean. They pretended to know God but in reality did not know what God really wanted.


  If we do not understand that God looks at the heart, we will become just like the Pharisees. Following Jesus does not begin by doing external religious things. It begins deep within us. What is happening in our thoughts each day? Do we live with lust, or anger and hatred, or jealousy and covetousness? Are we wanting people to notice us and praise us? Do we use people to serve our needs? Is money our secret idol? What do we think about all the time?


  How can we become pure in heart? Thanks be to God for the good news of Jesus Christ. He forgives our sins. He gives us the Holy Spirit. And He teaches us His ways. By living in His grace, each day is a new day. We learn to love like He loves. As we do we become "salt and light" in the world. We bring God's love and beauty into every situation.


  The following studies will help us on the journey to holiness.


   31. Be Pure In Heart


  What Really Makes A Person Unclean Before God?


  Opening Discussion:


  What do you think might contaminate a person or make him unclean?


  Read Mark 7:1-23.


  


  Note: Pharisees were religious leaders of Jesus day. They were very strict in keeping the Law of Moses and many other rules and were highly respected in the community. But Jesus saw through their outward show and He knew what was really in their hearts.


  


  1.  What were the Pharisees upset about? (vs. 1-5) Why do you think this upset them?


  


  Note: The Pharisees were not talking about normal washing of hands to get the dirt off. They did not know anything about germs in those days! They were talking about a tradition—a religious ritual that made them "clean" in a religious way.


  


  In verse 6, what does Jesus call the Pharisees?


  Why do you think He called them that?


  2.  Read again verses 9-13. In these verses Jesus gives an example of how the Pharisees put their traditions above God's commands. What did Moses (in the Ten Commandments) tell the people to do?


  How did the Pharisees' traditions prevent people from truly loving and honoring their parents?


  3.  Read again verses 14-20. To the Jewish leaders, being clean meant being careful not to eat anything or touch anything the Law of Moses forbade. It also meant following all the rules the Law required. In these verses, Jesus gives them an entirely new way of thinking about clean and unclean.


  What does Jesus say does NOT make a person unclean? (v. 15 & vs. 18-19)


  According to Jesus, where do the things come from that DO make a person unclean?


  4.  Read verses 20-23. Which of the things listed in these verses are attitudes of the heart? Which are actions? Where does ALL evil begin?


  Let's look at some other Scripture where Jesus talks about sin and the attitudes of our heart.


  5.  Read Matthew 5:21-22. What was said to the people long ago? (That is, what did Moses' Law say?) What does Jesus say is similar to murder?


  Think about this for a minute. Why would anger and harsh words be similar to murder?


  6.  Now read Matthew 5:27-28.  What does the Law say? (v. 27) What does Jesus say is adultery? (v. 28)


  7.  Jesus taught that sin is not just the outward actions we do, or even the words that we say. It is also the wrong thoughts, attitudes, and motivations of our hearts. In fact, it always begins in our hearts. Maybe you've never killed anyone, but have you hated anyone? Maybe you've never stolen anything, but have you ever been jealous or coveted what someone else had?


  8.  Read again Mark 7:21-22. Ask God to search your heart and show you any wrong attitudes that may be hiding there. Confess these to Him and ask Him to cleanse you and make you clean—inside and out.


  32. Beware Of The Leaven Of The Pharisees


  Opening Discussion:


  How would you define hypocrisy? Can you respect someone who is a hypocrite?


  Read Luke 12:1-3.


  1.  What does Jesus say is the "leaven of the Pharisees"?


  


  Note: The Pharisees were religious leaders of Jesus' day. They were strict in keeping the Jewish rules and were highly respected in the community. But Jesus had some very strong words to say to them because He knew what was really in their hearts.


  Leaven is often used in the Bible as a symbol. Sometimes it is a symbol of something good and sometimes of something evil. However, it is a picture of how a very small amount of something can have a very big effect. Think of how a small spoonful of yeast can cause a large amount of dough to greatly increase in size.


  


  How do you think hypocrisy might act like leaven in a fellowship or in society?


  2.  Jesus gives a fearful warning to hypocrites in verses 2-3. Read these warnings again. Why would these warnings be scary to a hypocrite?


  Read all of Matthew 23, paying careful attention as you read.


  3.  What do you think Jesus is feeling as he speaks this rebuke?


  4.  Read verses 2-3 again. Why is it so important that we ourselves do the things that we teach others to do? Which do people more often follow —our teaching, or our example?


  How valuable is it to know a lot about the Bible if we don't live according to what we know?


  5.  In verse 5 Jesus tells us the motive behind the Pharisees every action. What was it?


  Now think about your own life. Are there things that you do "to be seen by men"? How much of your life is controlled by the fear of what others think about you?


  6.  The Pharisees wanted to be recognized as knowledgeable and authoritative and faultless. Look at verses 8-12. How can these words of Jesus help us overcome a desire to look important? How can they help us be content to be equals in the family of God?


  7.  Read again verses 23-24. Think about yourself and your fellowship. Is there any way you are neglecting justice, mercy, and faithfulness for much smaller matters? In other words, is truly loving and caring for one another more important to you than legalistically following religious practices?


  8.  Read again verses 27-28. The Pharisees were hiding hypocrisy and wickedness behind a good outward appearance. What are some practical ways we can "guard against the yeast of the Pharisees"?


  9.  See 1 John 1:5-10. (This is the first letter of John—not the Gospel of John.) How can "walking in the light" and confessing our sins to God and others keep us clean inside and out?


  10.  Now return to Matthew 23. From verse 29 to the end Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for killing the prophets. (Matthew 23:29-39) Prophets were sent to bring correction to God's people and their word was often painful to receive — painful to pride and to reputation.


  What would be the consequences of the Pharisees killing the prophets? (v. 35)


  Is it important for us today to receive words of correction that come into our lives through godly brothers and sisters? Why?


  11.  Read verses 37-39. What was Jesus' deep heart desire for his people?


  How do these last words of Jesus motivate you to get rid of all hypocrisy from your life?


  12.  Pray and ask God to search your heart and show you any hypocrisy that is hiding there. Confess it to Him and ask Him to cleanse you. Then ask for the Holy Spirit to fill you afresh and empower you to live a clean life before God and others.


  "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting." Psalm 139:23-24


  33. Take Up Your Cross And Follow Jesus


  Count The Cost Of Following Jesus


  Opening Discussion:


  Have you ever heard anyone say, "If you give your life to Jesus, everything will be easy and you won't have any more problems"? Do you believe that's true? Explain.


  Let's look at what Jesus said about being His disciple.


  Read Luke 14:25-35.


  1.  Read verse 25 again. Imagine the large crowds following Jesus. Most teachers would rejoice to see crowds following them. But Jesus speaks a discouraging word to the people. (vs. 26 and 27) What does he say?


  Do you think He knew that some of them were following Him only for what He could give them? Explain.


  2.  Read verse 26 again. If there is a footnote at the bottom of the page that goes with that verse, read that also. The original language says, "If anyone does not hate his mother or father..." Obviously, God does not want us to hate our parents. We know that in other places Jesus teaches us to honor our parents, as Moses taught. He also teaches us to love everyone. What do you think Jesus is saying here when He uses the word "hate"?


  3.  Notice each relationship mentioned in this verse. These are usually the people who are closest to us and most loved by us. Why must Jesus be first in our lives, even before those we love the most?


  4.  Do you sometimes find yourself holding back from following Jesus wholeheartedly because you're afraid of what family members might say or do? Or maybe you're afraid it might mean separation from them? What would Jesus say to you about this?


  5.  Read verse 27 again. The words "carry a cross" had a frightening meaning for people in Jesus' day. It meant someone was going to his death. Jesus tells his followers they must carry a cross as they follow him.


  What do you think the first century followers of Jesus felt when they first heard these hard words? What do you feel as you read them?


  6.  Look back at verse 26 again. What is the last thing mentioned that we are to "hate," or count less than our love for Jesus? What does this mean to you?


  Think of all the martyrs throughout the centuries who have given their lives for Jesus' sake. How have they been examples for us of true disciples?


  7.  Turn to Matthew 16:24-26. How is "denying yourself" the same as "hating your own life"?


  8.  What does Jesus say will happen to the person who tries to save his life? What will happen to the one who loses his life for Jesus' sake? Which do you think is wiser?


  9.  Now turn back to Luke 14 and read verses 28-35. (Luke 14:28-35) Jesus gives two examples of people in the world who count the cost before they begin something. What are the two examples?


  How must we be like them if we want to be followers of Jesus?


  10. Read verse 33 again. What is the cost to be a disciple of Jesus?


  Are you willing to pay that price?


  11.  Not many people are called to be martyrs for Jesus, but we are all called to carry our cross. We are all called to lose our lives for Jesus' sake. What do you think this means for most of us?


  Pray and ask God to show you if there is anything that you are holding back from Him. Then give it all to Him. Find the joy and true life that come from being His disciple.


  34. Worship The Father In Spirit And Truth


  Opening Discussion:


  Think of a worship service or a time when you were worshiping alone when you felt God's presence. Tell about that time, OR tell how you most enjoy worshiping God.


  Read John 4:1-26.


  1.  Read again verses 7-12. After the woman questioned how a Jew could ask a Samaritan woman for a drink, Jesus told her something very important. What was it? (v. 10)


  2.  Then he explains more fully what he meant. Look carefully again at verses 13 and 14. What do you think Jesus meant by this?


  What did the Samaritan woman think he meant? (v. 15)


  3.  Like the Samaritan woman's answer in verse 15, do we sometimes follow Jesus just so our lives will be easier? When we do this, how do we miss the spiritual life that Jesus wants to give us?


  4.  Read again verses 16-18. Jesus begins to talk about a deeper need in her life. What is it?


  5.  After Jesus reveals secret things about her life, does the woman want to talk about her sinful life? (vs. 19 & 20) When she changes the conversation, what does she want to talk about?


  Look carefully at verse 20 again. What is this woman's main thought about what is most important in worship?


  6.  How does Jesus' response (v. 21) show the error of the woman's thinking?


  7.  Jesus explains that the Samaritans don't really know what they are worshiping. (v. 22) What are some ways that many people around the world worship in ignorance? How do they try to find God through rituals?


  8.  Jesus explains that Jewish worship is different (v. 22). Notice that Jesus says that salvation is "from the Jews"; He does not say it is "for the Jews." (v. 22) Why is it important that He said "from" the Jews and not "for" the Jews?


  9.  Read verses 23 and 24 again. Jesus says that a new day is dawning—it is coming, and has already begun—when there will be true worshipers on the earth. How does Jesus describe these true worshipers? (v. 24)


  


  The Samaritan woman thought that she might be worshipping in the wrong place (Should she go to Samaria's mountain? Or were the Jews right in saying that Jerusalem was the place she must go to worship?) Jesus told her in verse 21: "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain or Jerusalem." He then explained to her the Father was seeking true worshipers who worshiped in spirit and truth.


  


  10.  Like this woman, sometimes we think that the geographic location of our worship is the most important thing to God. How can this hinder us from worshiping Him in spirit and truth?


  11.  What does it mean to worship in spirit and truth? In other words, what is worship that really pleases God? Take some time to think about and discuss this important question.


  12.  Take a few moments to examine your own private worship of God. Would you call yourself a "true worshiper" of God? Or are you, like the Samaritan woman, confused about what true worship is?


  


  In churches and home fellowships, we usually take time to "worship." We do this by singing together, praying, and sometimes reading portions of Scripture. Some people think it is better to worship in small groups while some love places where hundreds or thousands of believers gather (like in stadiums).


  Though it is wonderful to be with other believers to worship, let's think about what Jesus said to the Samaritan woman: "God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and truth." The number of people in the meeting, the beauty of the singing, etc. are not as important as offering our hearts to God in sincerity. It is most important to remember the truth about who God is and the salvation He has given to us in Jesus Christ.


  


  13.  About 35 to 40 years after Jesus ascended to heaven, the apostle Paul wrote the book of Romans. Turn to Romans and read chapter 12, verse 1. (Romans 12:1) In that verse, what does Paul say that worship is?


  Is it possible to have a wonderful gathering with beautiful singing and hundreds of people, but not please God because we are not offering our lives sincerely to Him?


  How can your private worship, and your worship with other believers change to better please God?


  14.  End this study with a time of worship to God. Thank Him that He teaches us what truly pleases Him in worship. Ask Him to help you to become a true worshiper. Reading and praying the Psalms, and also reading and meditating on Jesus' death and resurrection can help you.


  35. Honor and Protect Marriage


  And Respect Those Who Choose Singleness For Jesus' Sake


  Opening Discussion:


  One of the commands that God gave Moses was "Do not commit adultery." How does adultery hurt families, children, and society in general?


  Read Matthew 19:1-12.


  1.  The Pharisees were experts in the law that Moses gave to the Jewish people. Here it says that they wanted to test Jesus. In other words, they wanted to trap Jesus. Perhaps he might give a wrong answer. What did they ask him? (v. 3)


  2.  Have you ever thought about where marriage came from? Let's read the box below to consider the origins of the two sexes and marriage:


  


  MARRIAGE: A Beautiful and Holy Gift from God


  Read verses 4-6 again. In verses 4 and 5, Jesus was quoting from Genesis 1 and Genesis 2, the first chapters of the Holy Book. In those chapters God created His beautiful world. He created all the plants and animals. Then He created man and woman and said it was all very good.


  Jesus was reminding them that it was God's beautiful plan that people be created as male and female. God created the two sexes (v. 4) and He designed marriage (v. 5).


  Marriage ceremonies around the world differ because cultures differ. Some ceremonies are very expensive. Some are very simple. Some cultures have customs that seem strange to us. Regardless of the ceremony, the joining of a man and woman in marriage is always a beautiful gift from the hand of God. When something is designed by God, it should be honored in the eyes of all people. It also should be counted as holy, very valuable, and worth protecting.


  


  3.  Read again verse 6. When a couple is married, who does Jesus say joins them together?


  What do the words "let no man separate" (v. 6) mean?


  4.  The Pharisees knew that Jesus was saying that divorce was wrong. So they asked him another question. Read verse 7 again. What did they ask Jesus?


  What was Jesus' answer in verse 8?


  5.  According to Jesus, why did Moses allow divorce? Is a hard heart pleasing to God? From verses 4-6 and verse 8, what is God's desire for those who are married?


  6.  Jesus says a difficult word in verse 9. What does he say?


  Why do you think he says this?


  7.  Do you value marriage as a precious gift from God? Do you believe that the marriage covenant is a serious commitment not to be easily broken?


  8.  Read again verse 10. What did the disciples say to Jesus' difficult word?


  


  The disciples recognized that getting married was a serious commitment. So they responded to Jesus' words with amazement. Perhaps they had seen many marriages where husbands and wives had been unfaithful to each other. Perhaps they had seen fighting and selfishness between their own parents. They probably had seen many families break apart. Therefore they decided quickly that it would be better for men and women not to marry because they might divorce and break God's law against adultery.


  Yet, we must remember what Jesus taught a few verses before. God made us male and female. He designed and blessed marriage. He wants us to learn to protect it. We must remember that it is sinful attitudes and actions that destroy marriage. But when unselfish love, as Jesus taught, is in a marriage, it can be beautiful. The children will be blessed and all of society will be blessed because of healthy and pure marriages.


  


  9.  How does Jesus respond in verses 11 and 12?


  What does Jesus mean in verse 11?


  Is Jesus saying that everyone should choose singleness?


  10.  In verse 12 , Jesus says that some choose to be single because of the kingdom of heaven? What does He mean?


  11.  Sometimes a man or woman does not marry because they want to serve God wholeheartedly. Other times they don't marry because they are waiting for a godly person to be their spouse. In either situation, should we criticize or pressure them? How can we encourage them?


  12.  Let's apply these ancient truths to our day. Talk about the following questions in your group:


  Satan is constantly trying to destroy marriages. Do you pray for the marriages in your fellowship to be strong and protected from his evil strategies?


  How can we help singles who are followers of Jesus to choose life partners who are also devoted to Him?


  How can we encourage one another to honor marriage and strengthen it?


  Take time to thank God for the gift of marriage. Also, thank Him for His faithful love and guidance for singles.


  36. Overcome Temptation By The Word Of God


  Opening Discussion:


   How important do you think it is to memorize God's Word? Why do you think that?


  Read Matthew 4:1-11.


  1.  Read verses 1-2 again. Picture the setting. Where is Jesus? What has He been doing there? For how long?


  What does the last part of verse 2 say about how He felt? How would you feel in this situation?


  2.  Read verse 3 again. Who is the "tempter"? What did he say to Jesus? How is he trying to plant doubt in Jesus' mind about who he is? (Notice the word "if.")


  Satan often comes to us in times of weakness and tempts us where we are especially vulnerable. In what ways was Jesus vulnerable at this time?


  3.  Read verse 4. How did Jesus respond to Satan? Where did His answer come from? (Most New Testaments have footnotes at the bottom of the page that tell where the Scriptures Jesus quoted can be found in the Old Testament. You can look them up if you like.)


  What did Jesus say was more important than bread?


  


  Note: Jesus could have turned stones to bread, but He did not take instructions from Satan. He listened only to God.


  


  4.  Read about the second temptation in verses 5-7. Where did the devil take Jesus? What did he tell Him to do? (Notice that Satan again uses the word, "if.")


  5.  In this temptation, Satan also uses Scripture. Read the quote from verse 6 again. Now turn to Psalm 91:9-12 and read these verses in context. Do you think the Psalmist is suggesting we should deliberately put ourselves in dangerous situations so we can see God miraculously deliver us?


  6.  Read Jesus' answer in verse 7. Where did this answer come from? How did this truth show how Satan was misusing Scripture?


  7.  Read verses 8-9 again. What does Satan offer Jesus? What must Jesus do to get it?


  8.  Does Jesus consider Satan's offer even for a moment? How does He respond? (v. 10) How is this response especially strong?


  9.  When it was clear that Jesus would not listen to him, what did the devil do? (v. 11)


  10.  Turn to Hebrews 4 and read verses 15-16. (Hebrews 4:15-16) Why can Jesus sympathize with our weaknesses? What does He offer to us when we come to Him for help? (v. 16)


  How do these verses give you great encouragement when you are tempted?


  11.  In all three of Jesus' temptations that are recorded in Matthew 4, where do Jesus' answers to Satan come from? What authority did He rely on?


  12.  Read Hebrews 4:12 and Ephesians 6:17. What is our best weapon against the enemy?


  13.  Jesus called Satan, "a liar and the father of lies." (John 8:44) His method for getting us to sin is to deceive us. If we know the truth well, we will not be easily deceived. In Jesus' day, the Old Testament was the only Scripture people had. Yet Jesus knew it so well that He could immediately use the truth like sharp sword thrusts against the enemy.


  How well do you know the truths found in the Word of God? Do you read and meditate on the Word daily? Are you memorizing important verses and even whole chapters and/or books—especially those that speak directly about the things that tempt you? Will you commit now to studying and memorizing more of the Word of God? If so, you, too, can learn to stand firm against temptation.


  


  Here is a good verse to memorize: 
"No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it." 1 Corinthians 10:13.


  37. In Love, Help One Another Overcome Sin


  Opening Discussion:


  How does gossip destroy relationships in the fellowship of believers? Do you think gossip can ever help to restore someone who has sinned?


  Read Matthew 18:15-17.


  1.  Read verse 15 again. If someone has sinned against you, what is the first thing you should do? Do you think this refers to sisters as well as brothers?


  Why should you keep the problem just between the two of you?


  2.  Turn to Galatians 6 and read verses 1-2.. (Galatians 6:1-2) What should we try to do for the person who has sinned? (v. 1)


  3.  What should our attitude be when we confront someone who has sinned? How do you think an attitude of humility (showing kindness and mercy) might help the other person to humble himself and turn from his sin?


  If you are self righteous when you go to him, how might that be a hindrance?


  4.  Why does verse 1 say we should "watch ourselves" when we go to restore someone else? (See also 1 Corinthians 10:12.)


  5.  Now go back to Matthew 18 and read verse 15 again. (Matthew 18:15) If he listens, what will the end result be?


  If believers followed Jesus' instructions in this verse, how might this keep small problems from becoming big?


  6.  Read verse 16 again. If your brother or sister does not listen to you, what should you do next?


  Why is it important to take one or two others with you at this time? (See the last part of verse 16.)


  7.  If he still refuses to listen, what does Jesus say to do next? Why would it be good for the whole church to know about his sin if he refuses to turn from it?


  8.  How is this different from gossiping about him behind his back?


  


  Note: If a believer confesses and forsakes his sin when he is first confronted, there is usually no need to expose it publicly. But if he refuses to repent, it is important that the whole church know the truth. In this way, he cannot continue to be in the fellowship as a hypocrite and perhaps deceive others to sin.


  


  9.  Read verse 17 again. After the truth about him is told to the entire fellowship, if he refuses to listen to them, how should they treat (consider) him?


  Think about what this means. How are we as believers to treat "pagans" (unbelievers)?


  If he is outside the fellowship of believers, he needs to be restored to relationship with Jesus. We should pray for him just as we would our unsaved family and friends and do everything we can for his restoration.


  10.  Now think about yourself. When a fellow believer has wronged you or has fallen into sin, what do you do? Do you go to him alone first? Or do you talk about it with others first?


  Is your greatest desire for him to be restored to right relationship with God and others, or do you want to see him humiliated before others? Do you realize that you, also, are a sinner who needs God's grace and forgiveness?


  In the past, if you have gossiped rather than going alone to your brother or sister, ask God's forgiveness for not following Jesus' way. In your heart, commit to do it His way in the future.


  38. Let Your Light Shine Before Men


  Opening Discussion:


  In most people's opinion, what kind of person is a "sinner" in God's eyes?


  Read Matthew 5:13-37.


  1.  In verses 13-16, Jesus tells his disciples that they are like salt and light in this world. Look over these verses quietly. Explain what you think it means today to "let our lights shine" so that God is praised.


  2.  Read again verses 17-20.


  After reading these verses, do you think Jesus wanted his followers to respect the law of the Old Testament?


  As a group, read together the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:1-21. This is the central moral law that God gave to the people through the prophet Moses. Don't look at the verses now and see if your group can say them from memory.


  Do you honor the Lord by practicing and teaching these commands?


  3.  Read again verse 20 of Matthew 5. (Matthew 5:20) The Pharisees followed the law in a superficial way. Jesus continually showed them that they, as "religious" people were not pleasing God. In the following verses, notice how Jesus explains what it means to truly follow God's law from the heart.


  4.  Read again verses 21 and 22. Have you ever felt hurt deeply by angry words that people have said to you? Have you ever hurt others by your angry, hateful words?


  Jesus compares angry words to murder. How can our words be an evil force that is like killing people?


  5.  In verses 23-26, Jesus teaches us to work for reconciliation with people whom we have hurt. Read those verses again.


  Are there people you know to whom you have spoken angry words? Will you obey Jesus and "be reconciled" to them?


  6.  Read v. 27-28. Do you think Jesus was only talking to men or does the same principle apply to women?


  7.  Read verses 29-30. Throughout the centuries, some believers have taken these words seriously and cut off various parts of their bodies. It's important to know that Jesus was not teaching that we should literally cut off a part of our bodies. Instead, He was saying that we must make a radical moral decision not to follow a path of sin. We must be aware of our strong sinful desires, and we must consciously cut off every opportunity to sin before sin defeats us.


  Where do you need to cut off sin's opportunity, so that you can follow God wholeheartedly? Think of your tongue and what you say. Also, your eyes and what you look at on television or on the computer. Also, think about your hands (what they do), your feet (where they take you), etc.


  (Note: We are skipping verses 31-32 here because divorce is discussed in another study entitled "Honor and Protect Marriage.")


  8.  Read verses 33-37. People have made oaths for thousands of years. Why do you think people make oaths?


  Moses taught that we should fulfill our oaths, but what does Jesus say? (v. 34)


  9.  What did Jesus say should replace our oaths? (v. 37). Why should "yes" or "no" be enough in our promises to people?


  When you say that you will do something, do people know that you are a person who can be trusted?


  10.  Look back over this passage and review. What did Jesus teach about murder? About being reconciled to your brother? About adultery? About oaths?


  11.  Now examine your own heart. What do you need to change to be "salt" and "light" in this world? Thank Jesus that He died and rose again to give you the power to change on the inside. Pray now and ask Him to help you to live for Him from your heart.


  "Therefore keep watch,
because you do not know on what day
your Lord will come." Matthew 24:42


  BE FRUITFUL AND READY FOR HIS COMING


  "This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples." John 15:8

"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions." Matthew 24:45-47


  Did you know that Jesus has work for you to do? Sadly, some who say they are followers of Jesus only want to go to heaven. They are glad to be saved, but they don't want the difficulties of serving the King of kings.


  Yes, there are difficulties. But there are also rewards. Jesus honors us all by calling us into serving Him. As we serve Him, He sometimes allows us to see the fruit of our labors. But much of the fruit we will not see until He returns. Then He will show us how our faithfulness produced a harvest of good fruit! What a day of joy that will be.


  Until then, let's serve Him with hope always growing in our hearts. He promised He would return and He is always faithful to His word.


  As you study the following lessons, be prepared for the Lord to show you new ways of serving Him in this dark world. Abide in Jesus each day. And take His light and love to people who desperately need Him. May your joy be full!


  39. Abide (Remain) In Jesus and Bear Much Fruit


  Opening Discussion:


  What do you think it means for a Christian to "bear good fruit"? What are some examples of "fruit" that you think should be seen in a Christian's life?


  Read John 15:1-8.


  1.  According to verse 1, who is the "true vine"? Who is the "Gardener"? Who are the "branches"? (v. 5)


  What is the job of the Gardener? (v. 2)


  2.  Think about the picture of a vine and a branch. Where does the branch get its nourishment from? What does this say to you about your relationship with Jesus?


  If the branch does not produce fruit, what happens to it? (v. 2)


  If it does produce fruit, what happens to it?


  When a vine or tree is pruned, old or dead branches are cut off so the new branches will grow better and be more fruitful. What does the pruning represent in our daily lives? How does this pruning help us to be more fruitful?


  3.  Read verses 4-5 again. What does it mean to remain in Jesus and have Him remain in us?


  What can we expect from our lives if we remain in Him? What can we expect if we don't remain in Him?


  What do you think it means to "bear much fruit"? How do you expect fruit to be seen in your life?


  4.  Read verse 6. What does Jesus say those who do not remain in Him are like? What happens to them?


  5.  What promise does Jesus make in verse 7? What must we do to receive the promise? What do you think this means?


  6.  Read verse 8 again. What is the result when we bear much fruit?


  Take a minute to think about your own life. Are you growing in a close relationship with Jesus? Is his life flowing through you each day, just as the life-giving sap flows from the vine to the branches?


  If it is, you can expect to produce two kinds of fruit. The first kind is in your own life.


  Read Galatians 5:22-23. Name the fruit of the Spirit mentioned in these verses. These character qualities should be growing more and more in your life.


  The second kind of fruit will be produced in the lives of others. As they see his life in you and as you tell them about what He has done for you, some will put their trust in Jesus Christ. Both of these fruits bring glory to God.


  Read John 15:9-17.


  7.  Look especially at verse 10 and verse 12. What things could keep us from remaining in Jesus?


  Ask Him to show you any disobedience in your life. Is there anything that might hinder your fruitfulness? Confess it to Him. Be obedient to what He shows you.


  8.  Read verse 11. What does Jesus desire that our lives be full of?


  Think about your life. Is it full of joy? Is it bearing good fruit? If it's not, what do you need to do? Pray about it now.


  40. Invest Your Talents, Don't Bury Them


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think that God has given some talent (gift or ability) to everyone? What talents do you think he has given you?


  Read Matthew 25:14-30.


  1.  The servants in this parable are entrusted with some property. Whose property is it?


  Read verse 15 again. It says he gave to each "according to his ability." Do you think the master expected more of some servants than he did of others? Why do you think that?


  2.  In this passage, talents meant money. Each talent was approximately 1,000 dollars. Today we usually think of talents as something else. What do we usually think of as talents?


  Do you think "talents" could mean both the abilities and the financial blessings God gives us?


  Read verses 16-17. If we think of talents as gifts and abilities, how can these be invested for God's Kingdom?


  3.  After a long time, the master returns and calls for accountability of his property.


  How many talents does the first servant bring to his master? (v. 20) How does the master describe the servant? (v. 21) How does the servant's new assignment compare with his first assignment?


  4.  Now read verses 22-23. How many talents did the second servant present to his master? Notice the master's response in verse 23. How does it compare to his response to the first servant in verse 21?


  Which was more important to the master—the amount of money earned, or the faithful work of the servant?


  What new level of relationship are both servants called into with the master? (v. 21 & v. 23)


  5.  Read verses 24-25 again. How does the third servant describe his master? (v. 24) Why did he bury his talent?


  If we think of God as harsh and angry, how can this cause us to be afraid and not get busy using what He's given us?


  Scripture clearly states that God loves us and accepts us because of Jesus' death for us. If we don't believe this, how can our relationship to God become like that of the third servant? (See 1 John 4:16-18)


  6.  What words does the master use to describe the third servant in v. 26 and v. 30?


  Why do you think this servant's punishment was so severe? (vs. 28-30)


  7.  This is a hard parable to accept. The master shows no mercy to the servant who knew what was expected of him but didn't do it. He lived in fear and not in faith.


  At the beginning of this study, we talked about the gifts God has given each of us. What are you doing to use your God-given gifts for His Kingdom?


  Take a few minutes to think quietly about specific things God may be asking you to do at this time. You may want to write them down and keep them in your Bible. Then pray. Ask God to forgive you where you have not been faithful in the past with what He has entrusted to you. Then ask Him to help you in the future to use all that He has given you for his glory.


  41. Serve Jesus By Helping Needy People


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think God cares about the poor? Do you think we have a responsibility to help the poor? Why or why not?


  Read Matthew 25:31-46.


  1.  In these verses Jesus is telling a story to teach a truth. Read again verses 31-32.


  When does this story take place? Describe the scene.


  Who is present? (v. 32) What is the Son of Man (Jesus) doing? (v. 31)


  2.  Read again verse 34-36. What do those on Jesus' right receive? (v. 34) Why?


  What have they done?


  List the things Jesus says in verses 35-36 that they have done for Him.


  3.  What do those on the right (the righteous) answer in response to Jesus words? Do you think they are surprised at his words? (vs. 37-39)


  4.  Read Jesus' answer to them in verse 40. What do you think He means by this? How do we serve Jesus when we help those in need?


  


  Mother Teresa was a well-known Catholic nun who served the very poor and dying who lived on the streets in India. She was inspired by this parable. She said that she saw the face of Jesus in each person that she helped. When you care for needy people, do you consider that you are helping Jesus Himself?


  


  5.  Jesus now turns to speak to those on his left. What does He say to them? Why do they receive this punishment? (vs. 42-43)


  6.  How is their answer in verse 44 similar to the answer of the righteous in verse 37-39? How does Jesus answer them? (v. 45)


  


  Consider: If we read only this story by itself, we could think that we receive eternal life or eternal punishment based on whether or not we help other people. Other verses in the Bible help us to understand what Jesus is saying to us through this story of the sheep and the goats.


  


  7.  Read Ephesians 2:8-10. Read these verses through several times. What does verse 8 tell us about our salvation?


  According to verse 9, are we saved by our works? Can any believer boast that he has earned his salvation through something he has done?


  8.  Now read again verse 10. Because of our faith, God has made us new creatures in Christ Jesus. As new creatures, what does it say we are created to do? What do you think these good works might include?


  9.  Turn back to Matthew 25, and read verse 40 again. (Matthew 25:40) When you see or hear of someone in need, do you think to yourself, "How can I be Jesus' hands reaching out to this person?"


  No one can meet all of the needs they see around them. But we can each reach out to the needy people that God brings across our path. Think about people that God may want you to help. Ask Him to give you His heart of compassion for them. Then obey Him by doing what He shows you to do.


  42. Be Ready For The Second Coming Of Jesus


  Part 1: Don't Be Deceived


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think the world will continue to go on forever, or will there be an end to this world as we know it?


  Read Matthew 24:1-36.


  1.  What did the disciples want Jesus to notice when they walked away from the temple? (v. 1) What was Jesus' answer? (v. 2)


  


  Notice that the disciples asked in v. 3: "When will this happen?" The temple (called by historians as Herod's Temple) was destroyed in A.D. 70. This was approximately 40 years after Jesus was crucified and resurrected. The Romans attacked the city of Jerusalem and thoroughly destroyed the temple.


  But the disciples also asked, "And what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age? This prophecy in Matthew 24 seems to be a combination of telling of the Roman attack on Jerusalem, and also of His second coming.


  


  2.  Jesus began his explanation of the days ahead with a warning in verse 4. What was that warning?


  In verse 6 he gives them another warning: "See to it that you are not alarmed." Look at v. 6-8 again. How can we as believers grow stronger so that we will "not be alarmed" when we see dangerous signs in the world?


  3.  How is Jesus' second coming like the birth of something? (v. 8)


  4.  Read again verses 9 and 10. Since the time of the apostles, Christians have been persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Most of us hope it will not happen to us!


  


  Do you remember what Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 5:11-12 about persecution? "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." (Mt. 5:11,12)


  


  How does it strengthen us to remember that holy men and women of the past have suffered for their faith? Is it really possible to rejoice and be glad when we are persecuted for serving Jesus?


  5.  Read also Matthew 10:28. What encouragement for times of persecution do you find in this verse?


  6.  In verse 11-14 of Matthew 24, what are other "signs" of those difficult days? How can we as believers guard against our love growing cold? How can we keep from being deceived by false prophets?


  How do you think Bible study, prayer, and meeting together often with other believers can help to protect us from these things?


  According to verse 13, who will be saved?


  7.  In verse 14, Jesus says the good news will be preached in the entire world before He comes. How are you, and the believers of your fellowship, participating in this activity?


  8.  Read again verses 15-25. Many scholars have disagreed on what the "abomination that causes desolation" is (v. 15). Some say it happened in the past when Jerusalem was destroyed. Others say it will happen in the future. It is best for this Bible study to not spend much time discussing this question.


  It is more important for us to beware of the widespread deception in the world. Look at verses 23-25. How will many people be deceived?


  9.  Look carefully at verses 26-31. How will all people know for sure that Jesus has returned?


  Why do you think there will be deep mourning among all the nations of the earth when Jesus returns? (v. 30)


  10.  Look at verse 32-36. On one hand we must be ready for him at any time, on the other hand we must not set dates of His return.


  How can that thought help you to live for Jesus each day?


  11.  Think about your life. What do you need to do to strengthen your faith so you can persevere through hard times? How can you guard against deception? Take some time to pray about these things.


  43. Be Ready For The Second Coming Of Jesus


  Part 2: Be Watchful And Faithful


  Opening Discussion:


  From the last study, what did Jesus say would be signs of His return? How can we be prepared for persecution and hard times? How can we keep from being deceived by false prophets?


  In this study we will talk more about how to be ready for Jesus' second coming. We will look at what our attitude should be and what we should be doing as we wait.


  Read Matthew 24:36-51.


  1.  Read again verse 36. Who alone knows the time of Jesus' return?


  2.  Read verses 37-41 again. How will the days of the coming of Jesus be like the days of Noah? What were the people busy doing?


  For one hundred years the people watched Noah build the ark, yet none of them repented. Do you think that most people in the world today are like that—unaware that judgment is coming?


  3.  Read what the Apostle Paul wrote to his young disciple, Timothy, about the last days in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. Does this sound like many people today? How?


  4.  Turn back to Matthew 24. According to verses 42-44, since we don't know when Jesus will return, what should our attitude be?


  5.  Read again the parable in verses 45-51. What task is given to the servant in verse 45? If he is faithful and wise, what will he be doing when his Master returns?


  What will his reward be?


  6.  If the servant is wicked, what does he do? (v. 49)


  What is his attitude toward the master's return? (v. 48)


  7.  How will the Master surprise the wicked servant? (v. 50)


  What will his reward be? (v. 51)


  How can we be faithful and wise servants in the twenty-first century?


  8.  In 2 Peter 3, this apostle gives us some advice on how we should live as we wait for the coming of Jesus. Read the entire chapter.


  Look again at verses 3-7. What will scoffers say in the last days? (vs. 3-4) What are they forgetting? (vs. 5-7)


  9.  How is God's counting of time different from ours? (vs. 8-9) Look at the last part of verse 9. What is God waiting for? What does this say about his love for all people?


  10.  Read verses 10-13 again. Describe what it will be like when the day of the Lord comes.


  What can we do to be prepared for this day? (See v. 11 and v. 14.)


  11.  In verses 17-18, what final instructions does Peter give to help us know how to live?


  Now think about your own life. Are you ready for Jesus' return? What do you need to change to be ready? Take some time to pray about these things.


  "For if, when we were God's enemies,
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled,
shall we be saved through his life!"
Romans 5:10


  TAKE THE LORD'S SUPPER


  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:26-28


  Jesus was a wonderful teacher. But Jesus didn't come just to teach us. He came to die for us. His death and resurrection is the focus our faith. His death means life for us.


  It would be tragic for the Son of God to die for the sins of the world and for millions of believers to forget it. And isn't it sad when followers of Jesus lose the meaning of His death because of foolish arguments and selfishness? Jesus knew we needed to think often about His death. And we need to remember it in a way that has deep meaning. That's why He gave us the command to take the Lord's Supper.


  Jesus' death can not be comprehended completely by our minds. Something happens deep in our spirits when we take the Lord's Supper. When we remember that it was for us he died, in a mysterious way we are fed by His life and sacrificial love. We joyfully welcome Him afresh as our Savior and Lord. Believers all around the world know that taking the bread and the cup gives them new courage and hope.


  The following studies will help you and your group to "taste and see that the Lord is good." (Psalm 34:8)


  44. Eat The Bread Of Life And Live Forever


  This study is an introduction to the next study on taking the Lord's Supper.


  Opening Discussion:


  Jesus said, "Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God." (Matthew 4:4) What do you think He meant by this?


  Read John 6:25-70.


  


  Note the context of this passage:


  In the first part of chapter 6, Jesus multiplied the bread and fish to feed 5,000 people. After this amazing miracle, Jesus left, but the people searched for him.


  


  1.  Read verses 25-29 again.


  Jesus tells the people they were not seeking him because of the miraculous sign that would help them to believe he was the Messiah. Instead, they sought Him because "they ate and were filled." They simply wanted another free meal!


  If we only seek Jesus for the physical blessings He can give to us, what important thing about Him will we miss?


  2.  What do you think is the "food which endures to eternal life" that Jesus talks about in verse 27?


  3.  The people then wanted to know what they needed to do in order to do God's work (v. 28). What was Jesus' answer? (v. 29)


  Why is believing in Jesus pleasing to God?


  4.  Read again verses 30-40.


  


  Culture Note: When Moses led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to the land of Canaan, they were in the desert for forty years. During this time, God supernaturally provided bread from heaven (called "manna") for them to eat. (Exodus 16:4)


  


  Who gives the true bread from heaven? (v. 32). What does this bread give to the world?


  5.  The people then ask to be given this bread. Jesus tells them clearly what this bread is in verse 35. What is the bread from heaven?


  6.  Read again verses 41-59. What did Jesus say was the difference between the bread that their fathers ate in the desert and the living bread?


  How does He describe this living bread in verse 51? What does He say it is?


  The people thought he was speaking literally. They asked the question you and I might ask: "How can this man gives us his flesh to eat?" (v. 52)


  7.  Look over verses 53-59. How many times do you see the words "life" or "live?" Read each sentence that uses those words. Jesus is repeating an important truth in several different ways. Where does He say true life comes from?


  8.  Jesus says some very difficult things in these verses. What does He mean when He says, "My flesh is real food and My blood is real drink"? Why does He say, "...the one who feeds on Me will live because of Me"? (Note: Take a few minutes to think about these questions. Then, if you're not sure of the answers, continue on with the study. Number 11 below will help you to understand these words.)


  9.  Read verses 60-65 again.


  In verses 61 and 62, Jesus tells the people that they would be even more offended if they saw him ascend to where he was before. Where do you think Jesus was before?


  Why would it offend the Jews? Did they want to believe that this lowly carpenter could be God's Messiah?


  10.  In verse 63, Jesus begins to speak plainly to them instead of in the difficult symbolism of the past verses. Where does he say life comes from?


  11.  Jesus makes it clear in this verse that, even if we could literally eat His flesh and drink His blood, we would gain nothing from that. Life comes from the Spirit. According to verse 63, how does He say He has given them His life and Spirit?


  How does this verse help you understand Jesus' difficult words about flesh and blood?


  Do you daily "feed on" His life-giving words?


  12.  Read again verses 66-68. How did many people respond to Jesus' difficult words?


  After some people stopped following Jesus, what did He ask His disciples? What was Peter's answer to Jesus? (v. 68)


  13.  Talk about Peter's words to Jesus. Do you believe that the words of eternal life are only found in Jesus? Do you "believe and know that he is the Holy One of God"?


  If you have put your faith in Jesus, do you have confidence that you have everlasting life in him? Take time to thank Him for this wonderful gift. And don't forget to draw spiritual life from (i.e. feed on) Him often.


  45. Remember Jesus' Death By Taking The Lord's Supper


  Opening Discussion:


  Why do we take the Lord's Supper?


  Introduction:


  On the night before Jesus was crucified, He celebrated an important Jewish feast with his disciples. At that time, He gave them a very simple but meaningful way they could remember His death. We call it "The Lord's Supper." Let's study together what Jesus said and did on that night. Let's also think about what it means for us as we celebrate the Lord's Supper with other believers now, two thousand years later.


  Read Luke 22:1-23.


  1.  Read verses 1-6 again. What were the Jewish leaders wanting to do with Jesus in verse 2? How did Satan use Judas to help them make a plan? (verses 3-6)


  2.  Read verses 7-8, and also look back at verse 1. What were the two names for the Jewish feast that was approaching?


  


  Culture Note: About 1500 years before Jesus came to earth, the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt. On the night they were delivered from slavery, God sent a terrible plague to every Egyptian household. The firstborn, both of men and animals, was killed by God's death angel. This plague finally convinced Pharaoh (king of Egypt) to let the Israelites leave. To protect themselves from the plague, God instructed every Israelite household to kill a lamb and put its blood over the doorway of their home. When the death angel saw the blood, he would pass over that home and no one would die.


  God also instructed the Israelites to prepare unleavened bread (that is, bread without yeast) to take with them when they fled from Egypt. This was because they could not wait for yeast to rise. Every year, the Jewish people were to celebrate these feasts so that they would remember how God had delivered them from slavery in Egypt.


  


  To learn more about these feasts, you can read a short account in Deuteronomy 16:1-8, or you can read the whole story in Exodus 12. The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted seven days. The Passover was celebrated on the first day of that feast.


  3.  How was the Passover a picture of Jesus' death, which happened many years later?


  Do you think it was significant that Jesus died at the time that the Passover was being celebrated? Explain. (What did John the Baptist call Jesus in John 1:29?)


  4.  Read verses 7-13 again. From what you know about the Passover Feast, what are some things the disciples might have done to prepare?


  5.  According to verse 14, who was with Jesus around the table? (Matthew 26:20 tells more specifically who was with Him.)


  Notice what Jesus says about this time in verse 15. Try to picture the scene in your mind. How might this have been a very personal and meaningful time for Jesus with his disciples?


  6.  Read verses 17-18. How did the Kingdom of God come with Jesus' death and resurrection?


  7.  Read verse 19. All of Jesus' actions and words in this verse are important. What three things did Jesus do with the bread? When He broke the bread and gave it to His disciples, how was this a picture of what would happen to His body?


  What did He say the bread was? How did He describe His body?


  8.  Take a few minutes to read and meditate on verse 20. What did Jesus say the cup of wine was? What is this "new covenant" in His blood?


  Read Hebrews 9:13-15. What was the effect of sprinkling the blood of goats and bulls on the people? (as the old covenant required: v. 13) What is the effect of Christ's death for us? (the new covenant: v. 14)


  9.  Why are we to eat the bread and drink the cup? (See Luke 22:19)


  10.  What is it that Jesus wants us to remember? (See v. 19; also 1 Corinthians 11:26.)


  Why is it so important that we remember the Lord's death? Why is it important that we remember that His body was broken for us and His blood was poured out for us?


  


  Note: It is only in the death of Christ that we have forgiveness of sins and a way to have right relationship with God the Father. This is the single most important truth that makes followers of Jesus different from followers of every other religion.


  What Jesus started in that small room on the Passover night has become a tradition known by all followers of Jesus. For two thousand years, believers all over the world have joined together often to obey His command to take the bread and wine (or juice). As each one eats and drinks, they review the truth that all of their sins are forgiven through the sacrifice of Jesus. Through their trust in the new covenant, Satan's accusations against them are silenced. Their faith is strengthened and the joy of salvation is renewed.


  


  11.  This would be a good time to take The Lord's Supper together as a group. As you prepare, take time to read back over these Scriptures again. As Jesus instructed, remember His death for you because of His very great love for you. Thank Him for His sacrifice and the new life that you have in Christ. Never allow The Lord's Supper to become something you do as a meaningless ritual!


  46. Examine Your Heart When You Take The Lord's Supper


  Opening Discussion:


  When you take the Lord's Supper in a group, what are some practices that are especially meaningful to you? (For example: serving it to one another, praying for one another as you partake, having a time of quiet prayer before partaking, etc.)


  Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.


  1.  Read verse 18 again. What did Paul say about the Corinthian church gatherings?


  2.  What did he say was not good about the way they took the Lord's Supper? (Read vs. 20-22.) Was it really the Lord's Supper that they were eating?


  How were they not being an example of love and caring for one another?


  3.  Read verse 23. Where did Paul say this practice of taking the Lord's Supper came from?


  When did the Lord Jesus first give His disciples this way to remember His death?


  4.  Look again at verses 24-25. What did Jesus call the bread? What did he call the cup of wine?


  When they partook of the bread and wine, what were they proclaiming according to verse 26? Who were they remembering?


  5.  In verses 17-22 we see the bad behavior of the Corinthian church. Then in verses 23-26 we notice the humble ways of Jesus on the same night that He was betrayed. This helps us to understand what Paul is saying next.


  Read verses 27-34 again. What do you think Paul was talking about when he spoke of taking the Lord's Supper in an unworthy manner?


  6.  What does he mean in verse 29 by "without recognizing the body of the Lord"? How did the Corinthian church's attitude during the Lord's Supper not recognize the body of the Lord?


  Did they exhibit the humble attitude that Jesus showed on the night he was betrayed?


  7.  According to Paul (see vs. 28-31), is it good to examine and judge ourselves?


  In this passage, what happens when we judge ourselves? (v. 31) What happens when the Lord judges us? (v. 32)


  What should we do if we find that we have unloving or other sinful attitudes in our hearts?(See 1 John 1:9)


  8.  Read again Paul's summary statements in verses 33 and 34. What attitude was he trying to encourage in that body of believers?


  9.  When you partake of the Lord's Supper, what should you be focused on in your thoughts?


  10.  Notice that in this passage Paul says nothing about HOW the Lord's Supper is to be served, nor about WHO should serve it. But He does speak about what our heart attitude should be when we partake. Will you now take the Lord's Supper with a new attitude of "recognizing the body of Christ" and all He has done for you? Will you strive for unity in the body of Christ?


  Before taking the Lord's Supper, take time to examine your heart, confess any sin to the Lord and receive His cleansing. Then receive the body and the blood of Christ with thanksgiving for His humble sacrifice for you.


  "... teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you."
Matthew 28:20


  GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS


  Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.
(Jesus to Peter and Andrew, Mark 1:17)


  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. (Paul to Timothy, 2 Timothy 2:1, 2)


  Think about this: Jesus started his ministry by teaching 12 men to learn from Him, believe in Him and obey Him. Today in every country of the world there are followers of Jesus. The kingdom of God has grown for 2,000 years because disciples of Jesus have made more disciples of Jesus!


  Now it is the 21st century. It is our turn to make disciples. Millions need to hear the life-giving message of the gospel. They need to hear that Jesus died for the sins of the world, and that He rose from the dead! They need to be taught that Jesus Christ is our hope of eternal salvation. They need to learn to obey His commands.


  The studies in this section will help you learn how to make disciples who follow the way of Jesus.


  47. Go And Make Disciples Of All Nations


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think Jesus' disciples were "super" men, or were they people like us? What fears do you have in following Jesus completely?


  Read Mark 1:14-20.


  1.  Where did Jesus go to call his first disciples? (v. 16) What was their occupation? Were they trained religious leaders?


  2.  After he told them to follow him, what did Jesus say he would make them? (v. 17)


  Before you read the box below, discuss how Jesus "fished for men" while he was on earth.


  


  How did the disciples learn from Jesus to "fish for men?"
It is important to remember that even though the disciples were not trained as religious leaders, Jesus trained them for over three years as they traveled with him. They heard him teach about God's kingdom. They saw him perform miracles of healing and set people free from Satan's power. They watched him oppose religious hypocrites who pretended to follow God. They saw his compassion for sinners, as he taught them of God's mercy and called them to repentance and a new life. And, during those three years, he sent his disciples out to surrounding towns in Israel to do this same work. When Jesus left the earth, the disciples had learned to fish for men.


  


  Read Matthew 28:16-20.


  3.  This event happened after Jesus was crucified and resurrected from the dead. He was about to go into heaven.


  What did he say had been given to him? (v. 18) What does Jesus' authority mean to you? How does it give you confidence?


  4.  In verse 19, Jesus told his disciples to go somewhere. Where were they to go and what were they to do?


  In whose name were they to baptize people?


  5.  Look closely at verse 20. When we disciple people, what are we supposed to teach them?


  If someone goes to church every week but does not obey Jesus' teachings, would you call that person a disciple of Jesus?


  The purpose of these Bible studies is to teach us how to follow Jesus the Messiah. He said in John 14:15, "If you love me, you will obey what I command." Think about yourself now. Do you think you are becoming a disciple of Jesus?


  6.  Part of being a disciple of Jesus is teaching others to follow Him. It's another way of saying that we are "fishing for men." We continue to do the work that Peter and John learned to do. For 2,000 years, disciples of Jesus have taught others to trust in Jesus for salvation. They also have taught people to learn to obey his wonderful teachings. This is how the good news has spread all over the world. It has come to you and me because people did what Jesus told them to do.


  Have you begun to teach others to follow Jesus? Think about your friends and family or perhaps a new acquaintance. Who can you begin to teach about Jesus? Take time to talk about this now.


  When you disciple people, don't forget to use the New Testament. Also, you may use these Bible studies.


  7.  What last promise did Jesus give His disciples before he left them? (v. 20) How does this promise give you comfort and courage?


  End this time by praying for God to give you opportunities to teach others to follow Jesus.


  48. Share The Good News With Those Close To You


  Opening Discussion:


  Who first introduced you to Jesus Christ and how?


  Introduction: John the baptist was sent by God to prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah. He began preaching and baptizing shortly before Jesus began His ministry. Crowds of people came to him to be baptized and some stayed with him as disciples.


  Read John 1:29-34.


  1.  How did John greet Jesus? (v. 29)


  Who did John say that Jesus was in verse 34? How did John recognize him? (vs. 32-33)


  Now read verses 35-51.


  2.  When two of John's disciples heard him call Jesus the "Lamb of God," what did they do? (vs. 36-37)


  John had called people to turn from their sin because the Kingdom of God was coming. How do you think his preaching may have prepared these two disciples to become followers of Jesus?


  3.  Read Jesus' conversation with the two disciples in verses 37-39. What invitation did Jesus give them in verse 39?


  How important do you think it is to spend time with non-believing friends and relatives, invite them into our homes, and let them see our lives up close? Explain.


  Do people see Jesus when they look closely at your life?


  4.  Read verses 40-42. What was the first thing Andrew did after he decided to follow Jesus?


  


  Note: Many prophets had prophesied that a Messiah would come. The Jewish people had been waiting hundreds of years for Him. For Simon (Peter) this would have been very exciting news! Many people today are not waiting for a Messiah, but we must remember that everyone has a very great need to be set free from their sin. They are living as dead people and need the life that only Jesus can give.


  


  Are there family members that you can help to get to know Jesus? What is holding you back from sharing this good news?


  5.  Read verses 43-46 again. What did Philip do immediately after Jesus called him? (v. 45) Who did Philip say Jesus was?


  How did Nathanael respond? Do you get discouraged if you share about Jesus with someone and their first response is negative?


  6.  Philip invited Nathanael to "come and see" for himself. How can we, using the New Testament, also invite people to "come and see" who Jesus is?


  7.  Read verses 47-51 again. What changed Nathanael's unbelief to belief?


  When you share the good news with someone, do you believe that Jesus can truly enter their life and change them? Why is it important to believe this if we want to be effective evangelists?


  8.  Look at verse 44 again. What town were all four of Jesus' first disciples from? What advantages are there in evangelizing natural groupings of people, like families or co-workers together?


  9.  In Mark 5:1-20, Jesus delivered a man from a legion of demons. After Jesus set him free, what did He tell the man to do? (Read Mark 5:18-20.)


  10.  Sometimes we think of evangelism as something we go away to another place to do with strangers. Do you have family members, neighbors, or friends that you have never shared the good news with? What holds you back?


  Think of someone in particular whom you will commit to talk with this next week. Pray now and ask God to give you boldness, wisdom, and opportunities to share Jesus with this person.


  49. Teach Children To Love and Serve Jesus


  Opening Discussion:


  At what age do you think children should be taught about Jesus? Can they understand spiritual truth at a young age, or should we wait until they're older?


  Read Mark 10:13-16.


  1.  Read verse 13 again. When people brought little children to Jesus, how did the disciples respond?


  Why do you think they responded this way?


  2.  How did Jesus feel about the disciples' attitude? (v. 14) Read Jesus' words to them in verses 14-15. How was Jesus' attitude toward the children different from the disciples' attitude?


  3.  What do you think Jesus meant when he said, "the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these?"  (See v. 14, also 15.)


  What is there about little children that we need to copy if we want to be part of God's Kingdom?


  4.  What did Jesus do then? (Read v. 16.) How did He feel toward the children?


  5.  Now read Mark 9:36-37. How does Jesus show honor to little children in these verses?


  6.  Turn to Matthew 21 and read verses 14-17. (Matthew 21:14-17) What did the religious leaders hear the children shouting in the temple? How did they feel about this?


  


  Note: Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, prophets had said that a Savior would come and He would be David's descendent. When someone spoke about the "Son of David," the Jews all knew that this meant the Messiah, or Savior, that God would send. The religious leaders did not believe that Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth, could be that Messiah. Therefore, they were angry that the children would call Him the "Son of David." The children recognized who Jesus was, even though the religious leaders did not.


  


  7.  Read verse 16 again. Did Jesus try to stop the children from praising Him? How do you think He felt about what they were saying?


  Do you think the children should have a part in worshiping Jesus? Are they welcome in your worship times?


  8.  Timothy was a disciple of the Apostle Paul. As a young man, he became a leader in the early church.


  Read 2 Timothy 1:5. From whom did Timothy first learn the Scriptures?


  9.  Read 2 Timothy 3:14-15. At what age did Timothy begin to learn about God's ways? How did this prepare him to be a leader in the fellowship of believers?


  10.  If you are a parent, what are you doing to train your children in God's Word? Do you have daily reading of the Scriptures and prayer in your home?


  If you have nieces or nephews, grandchildren, or other children who are close to you, do you look for ways to teach them the Word of God?


  11.  Are children welcomed in your fellowship, or do parents feel they should not bring their children? Are children being taught God's Word when you meet, or are they sent into another room to play? What are you doing to help the children learn about God? Do you welcome them and bless them as Jesus did, or are you bothered by them as the disciples were?


  Take time to pray for the children you know. Ask God to give you ideas for how to help them grow in their love for Jesus.


  50. Preach Boldly The Kingdom Of God and Trust Jesus For Miracles


  Opening Discussion:


  Do you think miracles show us God's love and compassion for people with spiritual or physical needs? How?


  Introduction: When Jesus began His ministry here on earth, He chose twelve men to be His disciples. There were others who followed Him and obeyed His teachings, but these would be a special team. They would travel with Him and learn His teachings and His ways. After Jesus went back to be with the Father, they would lead the way in taking the Good News about Him into all the world. Many others would join with them in this work. Soon after He chose them, Jesus sent them out to the towns and villages of Judah. Let's look at His instructions to them as He sent them out:


  Read Matthew 10:7-8.


  1.  According to verse 7, what were they to preach? What do you think this meant?


  How did Jesus' coming bring the Kingdom of Heaven (also called the Kingdom of God) to earth?


  2.  What else did Jesus tell them to do in verse 8? How did these miracles show people that the Kingdom of God had come near? Imagine how these things would bring hope to people in hopeless situations.


  How did the miracles show that Jesus was not just another religious teacher? How do miracles today show unbelievers that Jesus is different from every other religious leader throughout the centuries?


  


  Note: During Jesus' three years of ministry on earth He performed many miracles. Many times He healed large crowds of sick people. He multiplied food to feed thousands. He even raised people from the dead. After Jesus went back to heaven, His disciples continued to do many miracles in His name.


  


  3.  Read Acts 3:1-10. Where were Peter and John going? Describe what happened with the crippled beggar. (vs. 2-8)


  4.  Read verses 9-10 again. How did the crowds of people in the temple respond when they saw that the lame man had been healed?


  5.  When Peter saw the crowds come running, he began to preach to them. Read his sermon to them in verses 11-26.


  Read verse 16 again. How did Peter say the lame man had been made well?


  6.  How did this miracle open the peoples' hearts to hear Peter's message to them?


  Read Acts 4:4. How many people believed Peter's message that day?


  


  Note: Three thousand believed a short time earlier in Acts 2. Now there is a total of five thousand men who believe. This would mean that two thousand men believed at this time. Women and children were not usually counted, so the total number of people who believed was probably much higher.


  


  The religious leaders did not like Peter and John preaching in Jesus' name. They had them arrested and put in prison. They wanted to punish them, but they didn't know what to do. Everyone in Jerusalem knew that a great miracle had been done through them. So, they threatened Peter and John and commanded them to never speak again in Jesus' name. But Peter and John were not frightened.


  7.  Read the prayer that they prayed in Acts 4:23-30.


  Read again verses 29-30. What did they ask God to do through them in the name of Jesus? Name the things they asked for. How often do you ask God to do these things through you?


  8.  Now read verse 31. How did God answer their prayer?


  To learn more about how God answered that prayer, read the following:


  Acts 5:12-16 


  Acts 8:4-7


  9.  Think about your own life. Do you desire more boldness in speaking the Word of God? Do you long to see miracles happen to show the truth and power of the Word you are proclaiming? Do you want God to use YOU to bring both spiritual and physical healing to others?


  You, too can pray the prayer of the apostles in Acts 4:29-30. The same Holy Spirit who empowered them can daily fill and empower you to bring the Kingdom of God to those around you. Will you ask Him for that now?


  Guidelines for Translators


  You will note that these studies have been written in simple English. It is our hope that speakers of many different languages will find them easy to translate into their own language. It is not necessary to ask permission be- fore translating them. However, if you do translate them, we would like to know about it. It may be possible for us to include your translation on our website (www.learnhisways.com) in the future.


  We also ask that you follow a few guidelines in translating. These will help to keep the studies as close as possible to the Scriptures and to the original design of the writer of the study. The suggestions for what words to use are especially important if these studies are to be used with those who are not yet believers or new believers. As much as possible, we want people to be drawn to Jesus, rather than become angry and turn away before they have even looked into what He taught. If you have questions as you translate, please feel free to contact us through the website.


  Guidelines:


  1.  Use actual words from the Bible for direct quotes.


  Anytime there is anything in quotes, if it is taken from the Bible, please go to the Bible in your own language and copy directly what is there. Do not translate from the English quote. Also, as you are translating a study, keep the Bible in your language open to the passage being studied, and try to use the same terms that are used in that passage as much as possible. For example, when translating the study from John 15 on abiding in Jesus, use the same words as the Bible in your language for "abiding" and for "bearing much fruit."


  2.  Words to use for "Bible," "Christian," "God,"and "Christ."


  In some countries (especially Muslim countries), using these words or some form of these words can cause unnecessary anger and offense. Some people still think about religious wars when they hear these words, and they associate them with their enemies. Therefore, in your translating please think carefully about the words that you use.


  For the word "Bible," use words from your language for "Holy Book," "The Word," God's Word," or "Old or New Testament." In many Muslim countries, "Injil" is a good word to use for "New Testament."


  For the word "God," you should choose the word that is most commonly used by believers in your country. Some Muslim countries use the word "Allah," other countries have other words that they prefer.


  For "Christ," it's best to use the word in your language for "Messiah," or "Anointed One." This is the meaning of the word "Christ." For "Christian," use words from your language for "follower of Jesus the Messiah," "follower of Jesus," or "believer"-- or whatever words are most commonly used and accepted by believers in your country.


  If you are translating into a language with a Christian heritage, obviously you should use the words they are familiar with. In general, please try to choose words for these terms that are familiar, easily understood for their true meaning, and least likely to cause unnecessary offense.


  3.  Words to use for "church."


  In general, think carefully about the word or words that you use for "church." Notice how it is being used in the study: Is it talking about believers in Jesus all over the world, that is, the Body of Christ worldwide? In this case, it will be written "Church," with a capital "C." Or is it talking about a local fellowship of believers? In this case, it will be written "church." A local group of believers may also be referred to as a "fellowship" in these studies. In either of these situations, you will need to choose words that communicate the correct idea to speakers of your language.


  It is important to think about what "church" or "fellowship" means for most of the speakers in your language who will use these studies. What word will best describe what they experience as a gathering of believers for worship and hearing the Word of God? In many countries, this will be a small home fellowship. For them, it's better for the word to carry the meaning of "fellowship," "meeting," or "worship service," rather than the meaning of a big group that meets in a special building.


  4.  Use simple language.


  We have tried to use simple sentences in the English to make these Bible studies easy to understand for anyone, including those who have no knowledge of the Bible and those who have limited education. We want them to be a help to ALL people—not just those who already know a lot. Many studies have been used successfully with those who are not yet believers, as well as with very mature believers.


  Please keep this in mind in translating. Some languages commonly use very complex and formal language in writing. We would ask that these studies be translated into language that sounds just the way people talk in normal, everyday life. They have been written for group discussion, therefore, it is important that everyone understand the questions and comments. Our goal is to help people understand the Bible, not to make them confused.


  5.  Have someone check the translation.


  To make these studies as accurate as possible in your native language, have a native speaker who is also fluent in English do the first translation from the English. Then, have a native English speaker who is also fluent in your language check the translation. In the final step, the original translator and the English checker should discuss any questions in the translation and come to an agreement on the best wording.


  Remember... As you go through the translation process, if there is anything in the studies that is unclear, feel free to contact us through our website. (www.learnhisways.com) God bless you as you translate. We trust the Lord will use these studies to strengthen the Body of Christ in many different language groups around the world.


  "Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away."
Mark 13:31


  Verses


  



  Matthew 5:1-12


  
1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them.
He said:
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


  



  Matthew 5:3-12


  
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


  



  Matthew 5:3


  
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


  



  Matthew 5:4


  
4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.


  



  Matthew 5:5


  
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.


  



  Matthew 5:6


  
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.


  



  John 7:37-38


  
37On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them."


  



  Matthew 5:6


  
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.


  



  Matthew 5:1-12


  
1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them.
He said:
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


  



  John 7:37-39


  
37On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them." 39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.


  



  Matthew 5:7


  
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.


  



  Matthew 18:21-35


  
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?"
22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26"At this the servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.
29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.'
30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart."


  



  Matthew 5:7


  
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.


  



  Matthew 5:8


  
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.


  



  Matthew 5:9


  
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.


  



  Matthew 5:3-9


  
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.


  



  Matthew 5:10-12


  
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.


  



  Matthew 5:11


  
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.


  



  Luke 18:9-14


  
9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'
13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'
14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."


  



  Luke 18:9


  
9To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable:


  



  Luke 18:10


  
10"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.


  



  Luke 18:11-12


  
11The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'


  



  Luke 18:11


  
11The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.


  



  Luke 18:13


  
13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'


  



  Luke 18:14


  
14"I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."


  



  Romans 3:23


  
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,


  



  1 John 1:8-2:2


  
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
2 1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.


  



  Mark 14:27-31


  
27"You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written:
"'I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.'
28But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."
29Peter declared, "Even if all fall away, I will not."
30"Truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times."
31But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same.


  



  Mark 14:27


  
27"You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written:
"'I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.'


  



  Mark 14:28


  
28But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."


  



  Mark 14:29


  
29Peter declared, "Even if all fall away, I will not."


  



  Mark 14:30


  
30"Truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times."


  



  Mark 14:31


  
31But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same.


  



  Mark 14:32-42


  
32They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."
35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."
37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Couldn't you keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."
39Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him.
41Returning the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"


  



  Mark 14:33-34


  
33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."


  



  Mark 14:37-38


  
37Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter, "are you asleep? Couldn't you keep watch for one hour? 38Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."


  



  Mark 14:41-42


  
41Returning the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 42Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"


  



  Mark 14:43-65


  
43Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders.
44Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 45Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 46The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47Then one of those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
48"Am I leading a rebellion," said Jesus, "that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 49Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled." 50Then everyone deserted him and fled.
51A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, 52he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.
53They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the teachers of the law came together. 54Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.
55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.
57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with hands.'" 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.
60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?"
62"I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."
63The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked. 64"You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?"
They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, "Prophesy!" And the guards took him and beat him.


  



  Mark 14:44-46


  
44Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 45Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 46The men seized Jesus and arrested him.


  



  Mark 14:50


  
50Then everyone deserted him and fled.


  



  Mark 14:18-21


  
18While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me."
19They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely you don't mean me?"
20"It is one of the Twelve," he replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."


  



  Mark 14:55-59


  
55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.
57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58"We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not made with hands.'" 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.


  



  Mark 14:61


  
61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?"


  



  Mark 14:62


  
62"I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."


  



  Mark 14:63-65


  
63The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked. 64"You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?"
They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, "Prophesy!" And the guards took him and beat him.


  



  Mark 14:66-72


  
66While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.
"You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus," she said.
68But he denied it. "I don't know or understand what you're talking about," he said, and went out into the entryway.
69When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, "This fellow is one of them." 70Again he denied it.
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean."
71He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, "I don't know this man you're talking about."
72Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times." And he broke down and wept.


  



  Mark 14:71


  
71He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, "I don't know this man you're talking about."


  



  Matthew 10:32-33


  
32"Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.


  



  Mark 15:1-15


  
1Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to Pilate.
2"Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate.
"You have said so," Jesus replied.
3The chief priests accused him of many things. 4So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of."
5But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.
6Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.
9"Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, 10knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.
12"What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate asked them.
13"Crucify him!" they shouted.
14"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"
15Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.


  



  Mark 15:6


  
6Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested.


  



  Mark 15:7


  
7A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising.


  



  Mark 15:11


  
11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.


  



  Mark 15:9-10


  
9"Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, 10knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.


  



  Mark 15:13-15


  
13"Crucify him!" they shouted.
14"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"
15Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.


  



  Mark 15:16-20


  
16The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers. 17They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 18And they began to call out to him, "Hail, king of the Jews!" 19Again and again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to him. 20And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.


  



  Mark 15:21-32


  
21A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to carry the cross. 22They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means "the place of the skull"). 23Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get.
25It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26The written notice of the charge against him read: the king of the jews.
27They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. [28] 29Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save yourself!" 31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.


  



  Mark 15:22


  
22They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means "the place of the skull").


  



  Mark 15:23


  
23Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.


  



  Mark 15:27


  
27They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left.


  



  Mark 15:29-32


  
29Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save yourself!" 31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.


  



  John 2:18-22


  
18The Jews then responded to him, "What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"
19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."
20They replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?" 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.


  



  Matthew 20:17-19


  
17Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said to them, 18"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!"


  



  Mark 10:44-45


  
44and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."


  



  John 10:14-18


  
14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."


  



  John 10:17-18


  
17The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."


  



  John 12:23-33


  
23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
27"Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!"
Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.
30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.


  



  John 12:23-24


  
23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.


  



  John 12:27-28


  
27"Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!"
Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again."


  



  Mark 15:33-41


  
33At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" (which means "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?").
35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah."
36Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take him down," he said.
37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!"
40Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. 41In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.


  



  Mark 15:37-38


  
37With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
38The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.


  



  Mark 15:42-47


  
42It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 45When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was laid.


  



  John 20:1-18


  
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"
3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
11Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."
16Jesus said to her, "Mary."
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher").
17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.


  



  John 20:1-2


  
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"


  



  John 20:3-9


  
3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)


  



  John 20:8


  
8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.


  



  John 20:10-13


  
10Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
11Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."


  



  John 20:14-18


  
14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15He asked her, "Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."
16Jesus said to her, "Mary."
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means "Teacher").
17Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.


  



  John 20:19-20


  
19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.


  



  John 20:24-29


  
24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."


  



  John 20:28


  
28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"


  



  John 20:29


  
29Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."


  



  1 Corinthians 15:3-7


  
3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,


  



  Acts 1:1-3


  
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.


  



  Acts 1:3


  
3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.


  



  John 20:30-31


  
30Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.


  



  John 20:31


  
31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.


  



  John 11:25-26


  
25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"


  



  Luke 24:13-53


  
13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.
17He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?"
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?"
19"What things?" he asked.
"About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus."
25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"
33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."
37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."
45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.


  



  Luke 24:13-16


  
13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.


  



  Luke 24:17-24


  
17He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?"
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?"
19"What things?" he asked.
"About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus."


  



  Luke 24:25-26


  
25He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"


  



  Luke 24:27


  
27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.


  



  Luke 24:26


  
26Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"


  



  Isaiah 52:12-15


  
12But you will not leave in haste
or go in flight;
for the Lord will go before you,
the God of Israel will be your rear guard.
13See, my servant will act wisely;
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
14Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being
and his form marred beyond human likeness—
15so he will sprinkle many nations,
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,
and what they have not heard, they will understand.


  



  Isaiah 53:1-12


  
1Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
9He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
11After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.


  



  Luke 24:28-35


  
28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"
33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.


  



  Luke 24:31


  
31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.


  



  Luke 24:32


  
32They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"


  



  Luke 24:34


  
34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon."


  



  Luke 24:36


  
36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."


  



  Luke 24:37


  
37They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.


  



  Luke 24:38-42


  
38He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish,


  



  Luke 24:44-47


  
44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."
45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.


  



  Luke 24:47


  
47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.


  



  Luke 24:51


  
51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven.


  



  Luke 24:47


  
47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.


  



  Luke 24:52


  
52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.


  



  Philippians 2:9-11


  
9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.


  



  John 3:1-21


  
1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him."
3Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again."
4"How can someone be born when they are old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's womb to be born!"
5Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."
9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.
10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him."
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.


  



  John 3:1


  
1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council.


  



  John 3:2


  
2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him."


  



  John 3:3


  
3Jesus replied, "Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again."


  



  John 3:2


  
2He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him."


  



  John 3:4-8


  
4"How can someone be born when they are old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother's womb to be born!"
5Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."


  



  John 3:9


  
9"How can this be?" Nicodemus asked.


  



  John 3:10


  
10"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things?


  



  John 3:12


  
12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?


  



  John 3:13-15


  
13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him."


  



  Numbers 21:4-9


  
4They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!"
6Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people.
8The Lord said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." 9So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.


  



  John 3:16-17


  
16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.


  



  John 3:18-21


  
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.


  



  John 3:19-21


  
19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.


  



  John 12:44-50


  
44Then Jesus cried out, "Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.
47"If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."


  



  John 12:46


  
46I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.


  



  John 12:44-45


  
44Then Jesus cried out, "Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me.


  



  John 12:49-50


  
49For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."


  



  Matthew 13:1-17


  
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9Whoever has ears, let them hear."
10The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?"
11He replied, "Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 13This is why I speak to them in parables:
"Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or understand.
14In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:
"'You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
15For this people's heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.'
16But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.


  



  Matthew 13:2


  
2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.


  



  Matthew 13:4-9


  
4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9Whoever has ears, let them hear."


  



  Matthew 13:13-15


  
13This is why I speak to them in parables:
"Though seeing, they do not see;
though hearing, they do not hear or understand.
14In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:
"'You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
15For this people's heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.'


  



  Matthew 13:15


  
15For this people's heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears,
and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts
and turn, and I would heal them.'


  



  Matthew 13:18-23


  
18"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."


  



  Matthew 13:19


  
19When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.


  



  Matthew 13:6


  
6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.


  



  Matthew 13:21


  
21But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.


  



  Matthew 13:7


  
7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.


  



  Matthew 13:22


  
22The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.


  



  Philippians 4:6-7


  
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


  



  Matthew 13:22


  
22The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.


  



  Matthew 13:23


  
23But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."


  



  Mark 4


  
1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water's edge. 2He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3"Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times."
9Then Jesus said, "Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."
10When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the parables. 11He told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12so that,
"'they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,
and ever hearing but never understanding;
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!'"
13Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable? 14The farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown."
21He said to them, "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? 22For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. 23If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear."
24"Consider carefully what you hear," he continued. "With the measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even more. 25Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them."
26He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. 27Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come."
30Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade."
33With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.
35That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 36Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?"
39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
40He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"
41They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"


  



  Luke 8


  
1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.
4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown."
When he said this, he called out, "Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."
9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that,
"'though seeing, they may not see;
though hearing, they may not understand.'
11"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.
16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them."
19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you."
21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."
22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.
24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!"
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."
26They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
30Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"
"Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.
32A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39"Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.
40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.
As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 44She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.
45"Who touched me?" Jesus asked.
When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you."
46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me."
47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace."
49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher anymore."
50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."
51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother. 52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."
53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.


  



  Mark 4:20


  
20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown."


  



  Luke 8:15


  
15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.


  



  Luke 19:1-10


  
1Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.
7All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a sinner."
8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."
9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."


  



  Luke 19:2-4


  
2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.


  



  Luke 19:3


  
3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd.


  



  Luke 19:7


  
7All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a sinner."


  



  1 Timothy 1:15


  
15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.


  



  Luke 19:8


  
8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."


  



  Luke 19:9-10


  
9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost."


  



  John 5:1-15


  
1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"
7"Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me."
8Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat."
11But he replied, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.' "
12So they asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?"
13The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
14Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you." 15The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.


  



  John 5:1-9


  
1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"
7"Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me."
8Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath,


  



  John 5:16


  
16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him.


  



  John 5:16-30


  
16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17In his defense Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working." 18For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
19Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24"Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.


  



  John 5:17-18


  
17In his defense Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working." 18For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.


  



  John 5:19-23


  
19Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.


  



  John 5:21-22


  
21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son,


  



  John 5:23


  
23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.


  



  John 5:24-30


  
24"Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.


  



  John 5:23


  
23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.


  



  John 5:24-26


  
24"Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.


  



  John 5:26-27


  
26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.


  



  John 5:31-35


  
31"If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true.
33"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.


  



  John 5:33


  
33"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth.


  



  John 1:29-34


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."
32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 1:29


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!


  



  John 1:30


  
30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'


  



  John 1:32-34


  
32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 1:33


  
33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'


  



  John 1:34


  
34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 5:1-35


  
1Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] 5One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"
7"Sir," the invalid replied, "I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me."
8Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." 9At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat."
11But he replied, "The man who made me well said to me, 'Pick up your mat and walk.' "
12So they asked him, "Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?"
13The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.
14Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you." 15The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well.
16So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 17In his defense Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working." 18For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
19Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24"Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.
31"If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32There is another who testifies in my favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true.
33"You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34Not that I accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 35John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light.


  



  John 1:29-34


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."
32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 5:36-47


  
36"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
41"I do not accept glory from human beings, 42but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?
45"But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"


  



  John 5:36-40


  
36"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.


  



  John 5:36


  
36"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me.


  



  John 5:37


  
37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,


  



  John 5:39


  
39You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me,


  



  Matthew 3:16-17


  
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."


  



  John 5:40


  
40yet you refuse to come to me to have life.


  



  John 5:41-47


  
41"I do not accept glory from human beings, 42but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43I have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?
45"But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"


  



  John 5:42


  
42but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your hearts.


  



  John 5:44


  
44How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?


  



  John 5:17


  
17In his defense Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working."


  



  John 5:19-23


  
19Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.


  



  John 1:29


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!


  



  John 1:34


  
34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 5:36


  
36"I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me.


  



  John 5:37


  
37And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form,


  



  Matthew 3:16-17


  
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."


  



  John 5:39


  
39You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me,


  



  John 6:48-51


  
48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."


  



  John 10:37-38


  
37Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father."


  



  John 7:37-39


  
37On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them." 39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.


  



  John 11:25-26


  
25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?"


  



  John 8:12


  
12When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."


  



  John 14:6-10


  
6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."
8Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."
9Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.


  



  John 8:48-59


  
48The Jews answered him, "Aren't we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?"
49"I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death."
52At this they exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?"
54Jesus replied, "If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."
57"You are not yet fifty years old," they said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!"
58"Very truly I tell you," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" 59At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.


  



  Luke 3:1-20


  
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
"A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
'Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
5Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
6And all people will see God's salvation.'"
7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire."
10"What should we do then?" the crowd asked.
11John answered, "Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same."
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?"
13"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them.
14Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?"
He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely—be content with your pay."
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.
19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.


  



  Luke 3:4


  
4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:
"A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
'Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.


  



  Luke 3:3


  
3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.


  



  Mark 1:4-5


  
4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.


  



  Luke 3:7


  
7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?


  



  Luke 3:8


  
8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.


  



  Luke 3:7


  
7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?


  



  Luke 3:9


  
9The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire."


  



  Luke 3:10-14


  
10"What should we do then?" the crowd asked.
11John answered, "Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same."
12Even tax collectors came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?"
13"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them.
14Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?"
He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely—be content with your pay."


  



  Luke 3:15


  
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah.


  



  Luke 3:16


  
16John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.


  



  Luke 3:17-18


  
17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.


  



  Luke 3:17


  
17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."


  



  Luke 3:18


  
18And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.


  



  Mark 1:4-5


  
4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.


  



  Matthew 28:18-20


  
18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  Matthew 28:19-20


  
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  Matthew 28:19


  
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,


  



  Matthew 28:20


  
20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  Acts 2:37-41


  
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.


  



  Acts 2:38


  
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


  



  Romans 6:1-14


  
1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.


  



  Romans 6:3-4


  
3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.


  



  Romans 6:5-7


  
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.


  



  Romans 6:5


  
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.


  



  Romans 6:6


  
6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—


  



  Romans 6:8-11


  
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.


  



  Romans 6:11-14


  
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.


  



  Romans 6


  
6 1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin.
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.
15What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 16Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 18You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.
19I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


  



  Romans 7-8


  
7 1Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 3So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.
4So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.
7What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, "You shall not covet." 8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 9Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. 11For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.
13Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.
14We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
21So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
8 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.
12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God.
28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
31What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written:
"For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


  



  Ephesians 4:4-6


  
4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.


  



  Acts 8:12


  
12But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.


  



  Acts 16:14-15


  
14One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 15When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.


  



  Acts 8:26-38


  
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means "queen of the Ethiopians"). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."
30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.
31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
"He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth."
34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?" [37] 38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.


  



  Acts 16:22-34


  
22The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone's chains came loose. 27The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"
29The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
31They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." 32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.


  



  Acts 9:17-19


  
17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.


  



  Acts 18:7-8


  
7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.


  



  Acts 10:44-48


  
44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.
Then Peter said, 47"Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 48So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.


  



  Acts 19:4-7


  
4Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7There were about twelve men in all.


  



  Acts 1:1-14


  
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
6Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"
7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
12Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 13When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.


  



  Acts 2


  
1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?"
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17"'In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.'
22"Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about him:
"'I saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest in hope,
27because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
you will not let your holy one see decay.
28You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.'
29"Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,
"'The Lord said to my Lord:
"Sit at my right hand
35until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet."'
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah."
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


  



  Acts 1:3


  
3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.


  



  Acts 1:4-5


  
4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."


  



  Acts 1:3


  
3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.


  



  Acts 1:8


  
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."


  



  Acts 1:14


  
14They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.


  



  Acts 1:8


  
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."


  



  Acts 2:2


  
2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.


  



  Acts 2:3


  
3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.


  



  Luke 3:15-16


  
15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.


  



  Acts 2:1


  
1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.


  



  Acts 2:5


  
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven.


  



  Acts 2:6-11


  
6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"


  



  Acts 2:11


  
11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"


  



  Acts 2:13


  
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."


  



  Acts 2:14-16


  
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:


  



  Acts 2:17-18


  
17"'In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.


  



  Acts 2:22-24


  
22"Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.


  



  Acts 2:32-33


  
32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.


  



  Acts 2:33


  
33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.


  



  Acts 2:36


  
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah."


  



  Acts 2:37


  
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"


  



  Acts 2:38


  
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


  



  Acts 2:39


  
39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."


  



  Acts 2:38


  
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


  



  Acts 2:40-41


  
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.


  



  Luke 11:5-13


  
5Then Jesus said to them, "Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.' 7And suppose the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.
9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"


  



  Luke 11:5


  
5Then Jesus said to them, "Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;


  



  Luke 11:6


  
6a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.'


  



  Luke 11:5


  
5Then Jesus said to them, "Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;


  



  Luke 11:8


  
8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.


  



  Luke 11:9


  
9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.


  



  Luke 11:10


  
10For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.


  



  Luke 11:11-12


  
11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?


  



  Luke 11:13


  
13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"


  



  John 4:4-15


  
4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."
11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?"
13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."


  



  Luke 11:13


  
13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"


  



  John 4:10


  
10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."


  



  Luke 11:13


  
13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"


  



  John 4:14


  
14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life."


  



  John 7:37-39


  
37On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them." 39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.


  



  John 7:39


  
39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.


  



  John 7:37


  
37On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.


  



  Ephesians 5:15-20


  
15Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.


  



  Ephesians 5:18


  
18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,


  



  Ephesians 5:19-20


  
19speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.


  



  Ephesians 5:18


  
18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit,


  



  John 14:15-18


  
15"If you love me, keep my commands. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.


  



  John 14:16


  
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—


  



  John 14:17


  
17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.


  



  John 14:18


  
18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.


  



  John 14:25-26


  
25"All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.


  



  John 14:26


  
26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.


  



  John 16:5-15


  
5but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. 7But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you."


  



  John 14:26


  
26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.


  



  John 16:5-7


  
5but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. 7But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.


  



  John 16:7


  
7But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.


  



  John 16:8-11


  
8When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.


  



  John 16:12


  
12"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.


  



  John 16:13


  
13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.


  



  John 16:13-14


  
13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.


  



  John 16:14-15


  
14He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you."


  



  John 16:15


  
15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you."


  



  John 16:14-15


  
14He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you."


  



  Luke 10:25-37


  
25On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
26"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"
27He answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"
28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."
29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'
36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."


  



  Luke 10:27


  
27He answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"


  



  Luke 10:28


  
28"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."


  



  Luke 10:29


  
29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"


  



  Luke 10:31-32


  
31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.


  



  Luke 10:31


  
31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.


  



  Luke 10:32


  
32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.


  



  Luke 10:36-37


  
36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."


  



  Luke 10:34-35


  
34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'


  



  Luke 10:36-37


  
36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"
37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."


  



  Matthew 5:43-48


  
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Matthew 5:44-45


  
44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.


  



  Matthew 7:12


  
12So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.


  



  John 10:14


  
14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—


  



  John 13:12-15


  
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.


  



  John 17:20-23


  
20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.


  



  John 17:21


  
21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.


  



  John 17:20-23


  
20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.


  



  John 17:22-23


  
22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.


  



  John 5:20


  
20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed.


  



  John 8:29


  
29The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him."


  



  John 8:49-50


  
49"I am not possessed by a demon," said Jesus, "but I honor my Father and you dishonor me. 50I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.


  



  John 17:21


  
21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.


  



  John 17:23


  
23I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.


  



  John 3:22-30


  
22After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. 24(This was before John was put in prison.) 25An argument developed between some of John's disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him."
27To this John replied, "A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. 28You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.' 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30He must become greater; I must become less."


  



  John 3:26


  
26They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him."


  



  John 3:27


  
27To this John replied, "A person can receive only what is given them from heaven.


  



  John 3:28-29


  
28You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.' 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.


  



  John 3:30


  
30He must become greater; I must become less."


  



  2 Corinthians 12:20


  
20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.


  



  Matthew 18:21-35


  
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?"
22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26"At this the servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.
29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.'
30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart."


  



  Matthew 18:21-22


  
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?"
22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.


  



  Matthew 18:24


  
24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him.


  



  Matthew 18:26


  
26"At this the servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'


  



  Matthew 18:27


  
27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.


  



  Matthew 18:28


  
28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.


  



  Matthew 18:32-34


  
32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.


  



  Matthew 18:35


  
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart."


  



  Matthew 5:7


  
7Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.


  



  Matthew 6:9-15


  
9"This, then, is how you should pray:
"'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread.
12And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.'
14For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.


  



  Matthew 18:33


  
33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'


  



  John 13:1-17


  
1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"
10Jesus answered, "Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.


  



  Matthew 18:33


  
33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'


  



  John 13:1


  
1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.


  



  John 13:2


  
2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.


  



  John 13:3-5


  
3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.


  



  John 13:3


  
3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;


  



  John 13:4-5


  
4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.


  



  John 13:6-8


  
6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."


  



  John 13:8


  
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."


  



  John 13:9


  
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"


  



  John 13:8


  
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."


  



  John 13:10-11


  
10Jesus answered, "Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.


  



  Matthew 5:43-48


  
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor[i] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  John 13:12-17


  
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.


  



  John 13:13


  
13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.


  



  John 13:14-15


  
14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.


  



  John 13:16-17


  
16Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.


  



  Matthew 5:38-48


  
38"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'[h] 39But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor[i] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Matthew 5:38


  
38"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'


  



  Leviticus 24:19-20


  
19Anyone who injures their neighbor is to be injured in the same manner: 20fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The one who has inflicted the injury must suffer the same injury.


  



  Matthew 5:39-42


  
39But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.


  



  Matthew 5:39


  
39But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.


  



  Matthew 5:43-48


  
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Matthew 5:43


  
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'


  



  Matthew 5:44


  
44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,


  



  Matthew 5:45


  
45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.


  



  Matthew 5:46-48


  
46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Matthew 5:48


  
48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Romans 12:17-21


  
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20On the contrary:
"If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


  



  Romans 12:17


  
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.


  



  Romans 12:18


  
18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.


  



  Romans 12:19


  
19Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.


  



  Romans 12:20-21


  
20On the contrary:
"If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.


  



  Matthew 5:43-48


  
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


  



  Matthew 6:1-8


  
1"Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.


  



  Matthew 6:5


  
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.


  



  Matthew 6:6


  
6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


  



  Matthew 6:5-6


  
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


  



  Matthew 6:7


  
7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.


  



  Matthew 6:5-6


  
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.


  



  Matthew 6:7


  
7And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.


  



  Matthew 6:9-15


  
9"This, then, is how you should pray:
"'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11Give us today our daily bread.
12And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.'
14For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.


  



  Matthew 6:9


  
9"This, then, is how you should pray:
"'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,


  



  Matthew 6:10


  
10your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.


  



  Matthew 6:9


  
9"This, then, is how you should pray:
"'Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,


  



  Matthew 6:11


  
11Give us today our daily bread.


  



  Matthew 6:12


  
12And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.


  



  Matthew 6:14-15


  
14For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.


  



  Matthew 6:13


  
13And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.'


  



  Luke 18:1-8


  
1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'
4"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care what people think, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!'"
6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"


  



  Matthew 6:13


  
13And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.'


  



  Luke 18:1


  
1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.


  



  Luke 18:2


  
2He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought.


  



  Luke 18:3


  
3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'


  



  Luke 18:4-5


  
4"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care what people think, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!'"


  



  Luke 18:6-8


  
6And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"


  



  Luke 18:7


  
7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?


  



  Luke 18:8


  
8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"


  



  Luke 18:1


  
1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.


  



  Luke 18:8


  
8I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"


  



  Hebrews 4:14-16


  
14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.


  



  Luke 10:38-42


  
38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"
41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."


  



  Luke 10:38


  
38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.


  



  Luke 10:39


  
39She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.


  



  Luke 10:40


  
40But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"


  



  Luke 10:41-42


  
41"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 42but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."


  



  Matthew 5:6


  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.


  



  Mark 1:35-39


  
35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"
38Jesus replied, "Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come." 39So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.


  



  Mark 1:36


  
36Simon and his companions went to look for him,


  



  Mark 1:37


  
37and when they found him, they exclaimed: "Everyone is looking for you!"


  



  Luke 6:12-13


  
12One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 13When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:


  



  Luke 6:13


  
13When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles:


  



  Luke 6:12


  
12One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.


  



  Luke 5:15-16


  
15Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.


  



  Luke 5:16


  
16But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.


  



  Matthew 4:23-25


  
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.


  



  Matthew 10:1


  
1Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.


  



  Matthew 10:5-8


  
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.


  



  Matthew 15:29-31


  
29Jesus left there and went along the Sea of Galilee. Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down. 30Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 31The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.


  



  Matthew 17:14-21


  
14When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 15"Lord, have mercy on my son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him."
17"You unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me." 18Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.
19Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"
20He replied, "Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."


  



  Matthew 17:15


  
15"Lord, have mercy on my son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water.


  



  Matthew 17:16


  
16I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him."


  



  Matthew 17:17


  
17"You unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me."


  



  Matthew 17:18


  
18Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.


  



  Matthew 17:19


  
19Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"


  



  Matthew 17:20


  
20He replied, "Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."


  



  Matthew 17:21


  
21But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."


  



  Mark 9:17-29


  
17A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."
19"You unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."
20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
21Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"
"From childhood," he answered. 22"It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."
23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who believes."
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"
25When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again."
26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.
28After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"
29He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."


  



  Mark 9:20-24


  
20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
21Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"
"From childhood," he answered. 22"It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."
23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who believes."
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"


  



  Mark 9:22


  
22"It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."


  



  Mark 9:23


  
23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who believes."


  



  Matthew 17:20


  
20He replied, "Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."


  



  Mark 9:24


  
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"


  



  Mark 9:23


  
23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who believes."


  



  Mark 9:24


  
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"


  



  Mark 9:25-27


  
25When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again."
26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.


  



  Mark 9:28-29


  
28After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"
29He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."


  



  Matthew 17:21


  
21But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."


  



  Hebrews 11:6


  
6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.


  



  Matthew 17:20


  
20He replied, "Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."


  



  Matthew 17:21


  
21But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."


  



  Mark 9:24


  
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"


  



  Matthew 17:20


  
20He replied, "Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."


  



  Mark 9:24


  
24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"


  



  Mark 9:23


  
23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for one who believes."


  



  Mark 12:41-44


  
41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on."


  



  Mark 12:41


  
41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.


  



  Mark 12:43


  
43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.


  



  Mark 12:43-44


  
43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on."


  



  Mark 12:30


  
30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'


  



  2 Corinthians 8:1-5


  
1And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord's people. 5And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.


  



  2 Corinthians 8:2


  
2In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.


  



  2 Corinthians 8:3


  
3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,


  



  2 Corinthians 8:2


  
2In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.


  



  2 Corinthians 8:4


  
4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord's people.


  



  2 Corinthians 8:5


  
5And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.


  



  Acts 20:35


  
35In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' "


  



  Mark 10:17-31


  
17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
18"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.'"
20"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy."
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."
22At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."
26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?"
27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."
28Then Peter spoke up, "We have left everything to follow you!"
29"Truly I tell you," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last first."


  



  Mark 10:17


  
17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"


  



  Mark 10:18-20


  
18"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.'"
20"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy."


  



  Mark 10:21


  
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."


  



  Mark 10:22


  
22At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.


  



  Mark 10:21


  
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."


  



  Matthew 6:19-21


  
19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


  



  Mark 10:23-27


  
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."
26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?"
27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."


  



  Mark 10:23


  
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"


  



  Mark 10:24-25


  
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God."


  



  Mark 10:24


  
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!


  



  Matthew 6:24


  
24"No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.


  



  Mark 10:26-27


  
26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?"
27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."


  



  Mark 10:27


  
27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."


  



  1 Timothy 6:6-10


  
6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.


  



  1 Timothy 6:6


  
6But godliness with contentment is great gain.


  



  1 Timothy 6:9


  
9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.


  



  1 Timothy 6:10


  
10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.


  



  Philippians 4:10-13


  
10I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13I can do all this through him who gives me strength.


  



  Philippians 4:12


  
12I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.


  



  Philippians 4:13


  
13I can do all this through him who gives me strength.


  



  Mark 10:28-31


  
28Then Peter spoke up, "We have left everything to follow you!"
29"Truly I tell you," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last first."


  



  Luke 12:13-34


  
13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."
14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions."
16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'
18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."'
20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'
21"This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God."
22Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27"Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


  



  Luke 12:13


  
13Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."


  



  Luke 12:14


  
14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?"


  



  Luke 12:15


  
15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions."


  



  Luke 12:16-19


  
16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'
18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."'


  



  Luke 12:15


  
15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions."


  



  Luke 12:20


  
20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'


  



  Isaiah 58:7


  
7Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?


  



  Luke 12:21


  
21"This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God."


  



  Luke 12:22-34


  
22Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?
27"Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.
32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


  



  Luke 12:30


  
30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.


  



  Luke 12:27-28


  
27"Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!


  



  Luke 12:28


  
28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!


  



  Luke 12:32


  
32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.


  



  Luke 12:33


  
33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.


  



  Luke 12:32


  
32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.


  



  Luke 12:33


  
33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.


  



  Luke 12:34


  
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


  



  Mark 7:1-23


  
1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?"
6He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
"'These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
7They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.'
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions."
9And he continued, "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 10For Moses said, 'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.' 11But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— 12then you no longer let them do anything for their father or mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that."
14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them." [16] 
17After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18"Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19For it doesn't go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)
20He went on: "What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21For it is from within, out of a person's heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these evils come from inside and defile a person."


  



  Mark 7:1-5


  
1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?"


  



  Mark 7:6


  
6He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
"'These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.


  



  Mark 7:9-13


  
9And he continued, "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions! 10For Moses said, 'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.' 11But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— 12then you no longer let them do anything for their father or mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that."


  



  Mark 7:14-20


  
14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them." 16If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."
17After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18"Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19For it doesn't go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)
20He went on: "What comes out of a person is what defiles them.


  



  Mark 7:15


  
15Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them."


  



  Mark 7:18-19


  
18"Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19For it doesn't go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)


  



  Mark 7:21-23


  
21For it is from within, out of a person's heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these evils come from inside and defile a person."


  



  Matthew 5:21-22


  
21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 'Raca,' is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.


  



  Matthew 5:27-28


  
27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.


  



  Matthew 5:27


  
27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.'


  



  Matthew 5:28


  
28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.


  



  Mark 7:21-22


  
21For it is from within, out of a person's heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.


  



  Luke 12:1-3


  
1Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: "Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.


  



  Luke 12:2-3


  
2There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.


  



  Matthew 23


  
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.
5"Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 'Rabbi' by others.
8"But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your servant. 12For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.
13"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. [14] 
15"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.
16"Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.' 17You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18You also say, 'If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.' 19You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one who sits on it.
23"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.
25"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.
27"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
29"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started!
33"You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36Truly I tell you, all this will come on this generation.
37"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"


  



  Matthew 23:2-3


  
2"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.


  



  Matthew 23:5


  
5"Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long;


  



  Matthew 23:8-12


  
8"But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your servant. 12For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.


  



  Matthew 23:23-24


  
23"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.


  



  Matthew 23:27-28


  
27"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.


  



  1 John 1:5-10


  
5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.


  



  Matthew 23:29-39


  
29"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30And you say, 'If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started!
33"You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 36Truly I tell you, all this will come on this generation.
37"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"


  



  Matthew 23:35


  
35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.


  



  Matthew 23:37-39


  
37"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 38Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"


  



  Luke 14:25-35


  
25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30saying, 'This person began to build and wasn't able to finish.'
31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
"Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."


  



  Luke 14:25


  
25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said:


  



  Luke 14:26-27


  
26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.


  



  Luke 14:26


  
26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.


  



  Luke 14:27


  
27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.


  



  Luke 14:26


  
26"If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.


  



  Matthew 16:24-26


  
24Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?


  



  Luke 14:28-35


  
28"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30saying, 'This person began to build and wasn't able to finish.'
31"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
34"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
"Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."


  



  Luke 14:33


  
33In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.


  



  John 4:1-26


  
1Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John— 2although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.
4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."
11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?"
13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."
16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."
17"I have no husband," she replied.
Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."
19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."
21"Woman," Jesus replied, "believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."
25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."
26Then Jesus declared, "I, the one speaking to you—I am he."


  



  John 4:7-12


  
7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
9The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."
11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?"


  



  John 4:10


  
10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."


  



  John 4:13-14


  
13Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life."


  



  John 4:15


  
15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."


  



  John 4:16-18


  
16He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."
17"I have no husband," she replied.
Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."


  



  John 4:15


  
15The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."


  



  John 4:19-20


  
19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."


  



  John 4:20


  
20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."


  



  John 4:21


  
21"Woman," Jesus replied, "believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.


  



  John 4:22


  
22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.


  



  John 4:23-24


  
23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."


  



  John 4:22


  
22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.


  



  John 4:24


  
24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."


  



  John 4:22


  
22You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.


  



  Romans 12:1


  
1Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.


  



  Matthew 19:1-12


  
1When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2Large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."
7"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"
8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."
10The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."
11Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."


  



  Matthew 19:3


  
3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"


  



  Matthew 19:4-6


  
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."


  



  Matthew 19:4-5


  
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?


  



  Genesis 1


  
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
6And God said, "Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water." 7So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 8God called the vault "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.
9And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good.
11Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
20And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky." 21So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.
24And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 25God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.
26Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."
27So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground."
29Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so.
31God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.


  



  Genesis 2


  
1Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.
4This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.
5Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
8Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12(The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die."
18The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."
19Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23The man said,
"This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called 'woman,'
for she was taken out of man."
24That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
25Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.


  



  Matthew 19:4


  
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,'


  



  Matthew 19:5


  
5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?


  



  Matthew 19:6


  
6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."


  



  Matthew 19:7


  
7"Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"


  



  Matthew 19:6


  
6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."


  



  Matthew 19:8


  
8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.


  



  Matthew 19:4-6


  
4"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."


  



  Matthew 19:8


  
8Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.


  



  Matthew 19:9


  
9I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery."


  



  Matthew 19:10


  
10The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."


  



  Matthew 19:11-12


  
11Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."


  



  Matthew 19:11


  
11Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given.


  



  Matthew 19:12


  
12For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others—and there are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it."


  



  Matthew 4:1-11


  
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."
4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"'He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"
7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."
10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"
11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.


  



  Matthew 4:1-2


  
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.


  



  Matthew 4:2


  
2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.


  



  Matthew 4:3


  
3The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."


  



  Matthew 4:4


  
4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"


  



  Matthew 4:5-7


  
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"'He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"
7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"


  



  Matthew 4:6


  
6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"'He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"


  



  Psalm 91:9-12


  
9If you say, "The Lord is my refuge,"
and you make the Most High your dwelling,
10no harm will overtake you,
no disaster will come near your tent.
11For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways;
12they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.


  



  Matthew 4:7


  
7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"


  



  Matthew 4:8-9


  
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."


  



  Matthew 4:10


  
10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"


  



  Matthew 4:11


  
11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.


  



  Hebrews 4:15-16


  
15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.


  



  Hebrews 4:16


  
16Let us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.


  



  Matthew 4


  
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."
4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"'He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"
7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."
10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"
11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 13Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:
15"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—
16the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned."
17From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."
18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will send you out to fish for people." 20At once they left their nets and followed him.
21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.


  



  Hebrews 4:12


  
12For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.


  



  Ephesians 6:17


  
17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.


  



  John 8:44


  
44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.


  



  Matthew 18:15-17


  
15"If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' 17If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.


  



  Matthew 18:15


  
15"If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.


  



  Galatians 6:1-2


  
1Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.


  



  Galatians 6:1


  
1Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.


  



  1 Corinthians 10:12


  
12So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!


  



  Galatians 6:1


  
1Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.


  



  Matthew 18:15


  
15"If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.


  



  Matthew 18:16


  
16But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'


  



  Matthew 18:17


  
17If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.


  



  Matthew 18:16


  
16But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'


  



  Matthew 5:13-37


  
13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 'Raca,' is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.
23"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
25"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
33"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.' 34But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.


  



  Matthew 5:13-16


  
13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14"You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.


  



  Matthew 5:17-20


  
17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.


  



  Exodus 20:1-21


  
1And God spoke all these words:
2"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3"You shall have no other gods before me.
4"You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7"You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.
8"Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12"Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
13"You shall not murder.
14"You shall not commit adultery.
15"You shall not steal.
16"You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
17"You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."
18When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die."
20Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning."
21The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.


  



  Matthew 5:20


  
20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.


  



  Matthew 5:21-22


  
21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'You shall not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 'Raca,' is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.


  



  Matthew 5:23-26


  
23"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
25"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.


  



  Matthew 5:27-28


  
27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.


  



  Matthew 5:29-30


  
29If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.


  



  Matthew 5:31-32


  
31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.


  



  Matthew 5:33-37


  
33"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.' 34But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.


  



  Matthew 5:34


  
34But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne;


  



  Matthew 5:37


  
37All you need to say is simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.


  



  John 15:1-8


  
1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.


  



  John 15:1


  
1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.


  



  John 15:5


  
5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.


  



  John 15:2


  
2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.


  



  John 15:4-5


  
4Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.


  



  John 15:2


  
2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.


  



  John 15:6


  
6If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.


  



  John 15:7


  
7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.


  



  John 15:8


  
8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.


  



  Galatians 5:22-23


  
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.


  



  John 15:9-17


  
9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17This is my command: Love each other.


  



  John 15:10


  
10If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commands and remain in his love.


  



  John 15:12


  
12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.


  



  John 15:11


  
11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.


  



  Matthew 25:14-30


  
14"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.'
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
22"The man with two bags of gold also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.'
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'
24"Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'
26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
28"'So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


  



  Matthew 25:15


  
15To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.


  



  Matthew 25:16-17


  
16The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more.


  



  Matthew 25:20


  
20The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.'


  



  Matthew 25:21


  
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:22-23


  
22"The man with two bags of gold also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.'
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:23


  
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:21


  
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:23


  
23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:21


  
21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'


  



  Matthew 25:24-25


  
24"Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.'


  



  Matthew 25:24


  
24"Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.


  



  1 John 4:16-18


  
16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.


  



  Matthew 25:26


  
26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed?


  



  Matthew 25:30


  
30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


  



  Matthew 25:28-30


  
28"'So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


  



  Matthew 25:31-46


  
31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'
37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'
40"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'
41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'
44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'
45"He will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'
46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."


  



  Matthew 25:31-32


  
31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.


  



  Matthew 25:32


  
32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.


  



  Matthew 25:31


  
31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne.


  



  Matthew 25:34-36


  
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'


  



  Matthew 25:34


  
34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.


  



  Matthew 25:35-36


  
35For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'


  



  Matthew 25:37-39


  
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'


  



  Matthew 25:40


  
40"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'


  



  Matthew 25:42-43


  
42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'


  



  Matthew 25:44


  
44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'


  



  Matthew 25:37-39


  
37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'


  



  Matthew 25:45


  
45"He will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'


  



  Ephesians 2:8-10


  
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.


  



  Ephesians 2:8


  
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—


  



  Ephesians 2:9


  
9not by works, so that no one can boast.


  



  Ephesians 2:10


  
10For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.


  



  Matthew 25:40


  
40"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.'


  



  Matthew 24:1-36


  
1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Messiah,' and will deceive many. 6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains.
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.
22"If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you ahead of time.
26"So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the wilderness,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.
29"Immediately after the distress of those days
"'the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'
30"Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
36"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.


  



  Matthew 24:1


  
1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings.


  



  Matthew 24:2


  
2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "Truly I tell you, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."


  



  Matthew 24:3


  
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"


  



  Matthew 24:4


  
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you.


  



  Matthew 24:6


  
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.


  



  Matthew 24:6-8


  
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains.


  



  Matthew 24:8


  
8All these are the beginning of birth pains.


  



  Matthew 24:9-10


  
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other,


  



  Matthew 10:28


  
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.


  



  Matthew 24:11-14


  
11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.


  



  Matthew 24:13


  
13but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.


  



  Matthew 24:14


  
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.


  



  Matthew 24:15-25


  
15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.
22"If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you ahead of time.


  



  Matthew 24:15


  
15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—


  



  Matthew 24:23-25


  
23At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you ahead of time.


  



  Matthew 24:26-31


  
26"So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the wilderness,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.
29"Immediately after the distress of those days
"'the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'
30"Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.


  



  Matthew 24:30


  
30"Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.


  



  Matthew 24:32-36


  
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
36"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.


  



  Matthew 24:36-51


  
36"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


  



  Matthew 24:36


  
36"But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.


  



  Matthew 24:37-41


  
37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.


  



  2 Timothy 3:1-5


  
1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.


  



  Matthew 24:42-44


  
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.


  



  Matthew 24:45-51


  
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


  



  Matthew 24:45


  
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?


  



  Matthew 24:49


  
49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.


  



  Matthew 24:48


  
48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,'


  



  Matthew 24:50


  
50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.


  



  Matthew 24:51


  
51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


  



  2 Peter 3


  
1Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.
3Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.
11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.
14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.
17Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.


  



  2 Peter 3:3-7


  
3Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.


  



  2 Peter 3:3-4


  
3Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation."


  



  2 Peter 3:5-7


  
5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.


  



  2 Peter 3:8-9


  
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.


  



  2 Peter 3:9


  
9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.


  



  2 Peter 3:10-13


  
10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.
11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.


  



  2 Peter 3:11


  
11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives


  



  2 Peter 3:14


  
14So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.


  



  2 Peter 3:17-18


  
17Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.


  



  John 6:25-70


  
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?"
26Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."
28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
30So they asked him, "What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"
32Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."
34"Sir," they said, "always give us this bread."
35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day."
41At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven." 42They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"
43"Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."
52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"
53Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 59He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
60On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?"
61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? 62Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them."
66From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67"You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.
68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God."
70Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!"


  



  John 6:25-29


  
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?"
26Jesus answered, "Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."
28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."


  



  John 6:27


  
27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."


  



  John 6:28


  
28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"


  



  John 6:29


  
29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."


  



  John 6:30-40


  
30So they asked him, "What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"
32Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."
34"Sir," they said, "always give us this bread."
35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day."


  



  Exodus 16:4


  
4Then the Lord said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions.


  



  John 6:32


  
32Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.


  



  John 6:35


  
35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.


  



  John 6:41-59


  
41At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven." 42They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"
43"Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."
52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"
53Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 59He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.


  



  John 6:51


  
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."


  



  John 6:52


  
52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"


  



  John 6:53-59


  
53Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 59He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.


  



  John 6:60-65


  
60On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?"
61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? 62Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled them."


  



  John 6:61-62


  
61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? 62Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!


  



  John 6:63


  
63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.


  



  John 6:66-68


  
66From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67"You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.
68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.


  



  John 6:63


  
63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life.


  



  John 6:68


  
68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.


  



  Luke 22:1-23


  
1Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.
7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."
9"Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked.
10He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 12He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there."
13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."
17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 18For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."
19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."
20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!" 23They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.


  



  Luke 22:1-6


  
1Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.


  



  Luke 22:2


  
2and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.


  



  Luke 22:3-6


  
3Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.


  



  Luke 22:7-8


  
7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."


  



  Luke 22:1


  
1Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching,


  



  Deuteronomy 16:1-8


  
1Observe the month of Aviv and celebrate the Passover of the Lord your God, because in the month of Aviv he brought you out of Egypt by night. 2Sacrifice as the Passover to the Lord your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place the Lord will choose as a dwelling for his Name. 3Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, because you left Egypt in haste—so that all the days of your life you may remember the time of your departure from Egypt. 4Let no yeast be found in your possession in all your land for seven days. Do not let any of the meat you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain until morning.
5You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the Lord your God gives you 6except in the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening, when the sun goes down, on the anniversary of your departure from Egypt. 7Roast it and eat it at the place the Lord your God will choose. Then in the morning return to your tents. 8For six days eat unleavened bread and on the seventh day hold an assembly to the Lord your God and do no work.


  



  Exodus 12


  
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2"This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 4If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 10Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord's Passover.
12"On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
14"This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 15For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat; that is all you may do.
17"Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18In the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And anyone, whether foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel. 20Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread."
21Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 23When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.
24"Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26And when your children ask you, 'What does this ceremony mean to you?' 27then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.'" Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron.
29At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.
31During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 32Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me."
33The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" 34So the people took their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 35The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36The Lord had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.
37The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38Many other people went up with them, and also large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. 39With the dough the Israelites had brought from Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.
40Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430years. 41At the end of the 430years, to the very day, all the Lord's divisions left Egypt. 42Because the Lord kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to honor the Lord for the generations to come.
43The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "These are the regulations for the Passover meal:
"No foreigner may eat it. 44Any slave you have bought may eat it after you have circumcised him, 45but a temporary resident or a hired worker may not eat it.
46"It must be eaten inside the house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the bones. 47The whole community of Israel must celebrate it.
48"A foreigner residing among you who wants to celebrate the Lord's Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in the land. No uncircumcised male may eat it. 49The same law applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner residing among you."
50All the Israelites did just what the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 51And on that very day the Lord brought the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.


  



  John 1:29


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!


  



  Luke 22:7-13


  
7Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover."
9"Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked.
10He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11and say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 12He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there."
13They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.


  



  Luke 22:14


  
14When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.


  



  Matthew 26:20


  
20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.


  



  Luke 22:15


  
15And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.


  



  Luke 22:17-18


  
17After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 18For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."


  



  Luke 22:19


  
19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."


  



  Luke 22:20


  
20In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.


  



  Hebrews 9:13-15


  
13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
15For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.


  



  Hebrews 9:13


  
13The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean.


  



  Hebrews 9:14


  
14How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!


  



  Luke 22:19


  
19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."


  



  1 Corinthians 11:26


  
26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.


  



  Luke 22:19


  
19And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."


  



  1 Corinthians 11:17-34


  
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 18In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God's approval. 20So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
27So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.
33So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.
And when I come I will give further directions.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:18


  
18In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:20-22


  
20So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!


  



  1 Corinthians 11:23


  
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,


  



  1 Corinthians 11:24-25


  
24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."


  



  1 Corinthians 11:26


  
26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:17-22


  
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. 18In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God's approval. 20So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!


  



  1 Corinthians 11:23-26


  
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:27-34


  
27So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.
33So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.
And when I come I will give further directions.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:29


  
29For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:28-31


  
28Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:31


  
31But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:32


  
32Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.


  



  1 John 1:9


  
9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.


  



  1 Corinthians 11:33-34


  
33So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34Anyone who is hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.
And when I come I will give further directions.


  



  Mark 1:14-20


  
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!"
16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will send you out to fish for people." 18At once they left their nets and followed him.
19When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.


  



  Mark 1:16


  
16As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.


  



  Mark 1:17


  
17"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will send you out to fish for people." 18At once they left their nets and followed him.


  



  Matthew 28:16-20


  
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  Matthew 28:18


  
18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.


  



  Matthew 28:19


  
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,


  



  Matthew 28:20


  
20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  John 1:29-34


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."
32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  Matthew 28:20


  
20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."


  



  John 1:29


  
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!


  



  John 1:34


  
34I have seen and I testify that this is God's Chosen One."


  



  John 1:32-33


  
32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'


  



  John 1:35-51


  
35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"
37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?"
They said, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are you staying?"
39"Come," he replied, "and you will see."
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter).
43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me."
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
46"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked.
"Come and see," said Philip.
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit."
48"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you."
49Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel."
50Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that." 51He then added, "Very truly I tell you, you will see 'heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on' the Son of Man."


  



  John 1:36-37


  
36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"
37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.


  



  John 1:37-39


  
37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?"
They said, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where are you staying?"
39"Come," he replied, "and you will see."
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.


  



  John 1:39


  
39"Come," he replied, "and you will see."
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.


  



  John 1:40-42


  
40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter).


  



  John 1:43-46


  
43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me."
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."
46"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?" Nathanael asked.
"Come and see," said Philip.


  



  John 1:45


  
45Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."


  



  John 1:47-51


  
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, "Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit."
48"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, "I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you."
49Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel."
50Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that." 51He then added, "Very truly I tell you, you will see 'heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on' the Son of Man."


  



  John 1:44


  
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida.


  



  Mark 5:1-20


  
1They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain. 4For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.
6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God's name don't torture me!" 8For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you impure spirit!"
9Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"
"My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." 10And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.
11A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 13He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
14Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.
18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 20So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.


  



  Mark 5:18-20


  
18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 20So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.


  



  Mark 10:13-16


  
13People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 16And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.


  



  Mark 10:13


  
13People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them.


  



  Mark 10:14


  
14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.


  



  Mark 10:14-15


  
14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."


  



  Mark 10:14-15


  
14When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."


  



  Mark 10:16


  
16And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.


  



  Mark 9:36-37


  
36He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37"Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me."


  



  Matthew 21:14-17


  
14The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant.
16"Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him.
"Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read,
"'From the lips of children and infants
you, Lord, have called forth your praise'?"
17And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.


  



  Matthew 21:16


  
16"Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him.
"Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read,
"'From the lips of children and infants
you, Lord, have called forth your praise'?"


  



  2 Timothy 1:5


  
5I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.


  



  2 Timothy 3:14-15


  
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.


  



  Matthew 10:7-8


  
7As you go, proclaim this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.


  



  Matthew 10:7


  
7As you go, proclaim this message: 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'


  



  Matthew 10:8


  
8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.


  



  Acts 3:1-10


  
1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.


  



  Acts 3:2-8


  
2Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.
6Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.


  



  Acts 3:9-10


  
9When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.


  



  Acts 3:11-26


  
11While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade. 12When Peter saw this, he said to them: "Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
17"Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 22For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.'
24"Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these days. 25And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 'Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.' 26When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways."


  



  Acts 3:16


  
16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.


  



  Acts 4:4


  
4But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand.


  



  Acts 2


  
1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?"
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17"'In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.'
22"Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25David said about him:
"'I saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest in hope,
27because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
you will not let your holy one see decay.
28You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence.'
29"Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,
"'The Lord said to my Lord:
"Sit at my right hand
35until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet."'
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah."
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call."
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.


  



  Acts 4:23-30


  
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
"'Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
26The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord
and against his anointed one.'
27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."


  



  Acts 4:29-30


  
29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."


  



  Acts 4:31


  
31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.


  



  Acts 5:12-16


  
12The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon's Colonnade. 13No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. 14Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.


  



  Acts 8:4-7


  
4Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.


  



  Acts 4:29-30


  
29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."
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“Therefore everyone who hears
these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who

built his house on the rock."”
Matthew 7:24






